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Looking to get your 
music onto CD? 

If you're considering a minimum run of 1,000, be prepared 
to spend nearly $2,000. Too much? Here's something for 
you to consider: short runs of compact dies. 

Short runs offer several advantages: 

• Affordable pricing 

• Quick way to get your music on the radio 

• More impressive than a cassette demo for getting 
high-paying gigs 

• Better sound quality than cassettes 

• More reliable than DATs 

All our CDs are professionally packaged, including labels 
on the CDs themselves. Your logo can also go on the CD. 


Our prices are competitive, and we offer unsurpassed 
quality for the money. 



FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE, WE ACCEPT: 




























ALL SHOWS ARE ALL AGES, FOR THE KIDS BY THE KIDS! 
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ONG ISLAND 


FRIDAY 
OCT. 1 1 
6:00 PM 


$ 8.00 


A.D.D. TMDT E-PUNK R OCK FEST _ 

featuring- INSPECTOR 7 uTsT CHAOS 
WASTED TIME LES STICHES SILENCE 
SPLuSgE KILLER KOWALSKI 9 LIVES 
the TURBO A. C . s AND ONE MORE ! 


SATURDAY OCTOBER 1 2th @ 

the return ofYUPPICIDE! 


7PM $7.00 

with BLANKS 77 


1° ^ T™ I St I IT SLEEP ASAURUS the DISENCHANTED 

FRIDAY OCT. 1 8 7 PM ... KINGSIZE PRESENTS 

WAltZOMi & FURY OF V (+ MORE T.B.A.) 

SATURDAY OCTOBER 19th @7PM FOR $6.00 

NO REDEEMING SOCIAL VALUE with ONE FOR ONE 

_ + INDECISION. CAPGUN. & KILL YO UR IDOLS - 

THURS. OCT. 31st ... HALLOWEEN!!! watc h for info..._ 

• - - — — -SATURDAY 

NOV 2nd 
AT 7 PM 


Vision Of Disorder 

+ the warped weeble wobbles (last show ever.) 

MADRAL L & glass JAW! $8.oo _ 

-WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 6th @ 7PM “ 

lookout: records' CITIZEN FISH xAtTtdttv lihc 

A \ 7 /V I I (SKA-PUNK FROM THE U.K.) MAJORITY 

3 RANn.S FOR 6 BUCKS! THIS SHOW WILL RUN ON TIME & BE OVER BY 10:30 PM THE LATEST !!!. 


FRIDAY 
NOV. 8 
7:00 PMJ 


KINGSIZE PRESENTS: 




with TRIPFACE & FASTBREAK 

vf^n reith c?n candiria 


ALSO IN NOV TYLER KING CARRIES THE TORCH OF HEAVY METAL!!] 

SAT NOV 16 7PM PRO-PAIN, V0IV0D, CRISIS, & MASON 
sat NOV 7PM CANNIRAL CORPSE, ramiel.immqlation & more 

throws' sfe*K , s8!ssi:¥ss^aa«^^^ srEBN LONGISLAND ' 

INFO & BOOKING. MICHELLE^ 47l’-4138 OR TYLER KINGSIZE (718) 846-8242 


2 " RECORD STORE! STORE HOURS TO BE ANNOUNCED! 

























PACIFIER H3ITOA«I 



Although they are not unlike their contemporaries 
such as Deadguy and Kiss It Good buy, Pacifier”s 

twisted and tormented vocals and song structure, lay it 
on the line. Long Island will never be the same." 
----Hellbender fanzine 


“Pretty solid hardcore with a 
nostalgic feel to it” 

-- M ountain Monthly 

9 song Cassette’Thank You Todd Barber” 
out now on MorNoiz Records: 

Send $4 MorNoiz@Earthlink.Net 

7 Railroad Ave. 

Box 110 Babylon NY 11702 
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3 Bands 3 Bucks 

The Last Crimea oo 
Pacifiernoo 
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Dr. Shay’s- Lindenhurst 
174 N. Wellwood Ave. 

(516)956-1000 

19 &Over(Sorry Kiddies) 
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AD INFORMATION 

DEADLINE FOR #35: NOVEMBER 20, 1996 
DEADLINE FOR #36: JANUARY 20, 1997 


SIZES 

(Wid X High) 

INDIES 

MAJORS 

Back Ccver 

IVi x 10" 

$275.00 

$475.00 

Full Pag 2 

v/r x io" 

$190 00 

$32500 

V2 Page 

7 /z" X 5" 

$110 00 

$175.00 

Vi Page 

3 5 /«" x 5" 

$60 00 

$110 00 


ADVERTISING REQUIREMENTS: 

D ayment must accompany ad 
Make all checks payable to Under the Volcano, Inc 
Make ads the right size 
Use biack ink on all art 

All photos should be submitted as 85-line screen veloxes no 
:rarisparent film or negatives 
Don't wait 'til the last minute! 

Press run is a minimum of 7.000 copies 

Call Ed at 516/781-1905 if you have further ad questions. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS: 

Prices for 6 bi-monthly issues 
USA 1st Class SlS'Canada and Mexico Air Mail $15 
Airmail to Europe or UK $30/ Overseas Surface Mail $36 

Send (US Funds) or Money Order made out to Check Payable to 
Vital Music Mail Order (NOT Under the Volcano -- this applies to 
subscriptions only') or well-concealed to: Vital Music Mail Order. 
P.O. Box 210, New York, NY 10276. For the new Vital Music 
catalog, send $1 applicable to first purchase. 

DISTRIBUTORS: 

CHRIS STADIER, CAROLINE, DESERT MOON, DUTCH 
EAST, PDC/PCC, RHETORIC, TOWER 

“everything was beautiful, and 
nothing hurt”- Kurt Vonnegut 


I AM LOOKING FOR SOME BRIGHT, ENERGETIC PEOPLE WITH IDEAS TO MAKE 
UNDER THE VOLCANO AN EVEN BETTER MAGAZINE, SO SHARPEN YOUR PENCILS. 

(Rich, Bastard In Charge), am looking to add some different content to this mag. I ask that if 
,ai’re interested you read "From the Editor” over again paying careful attention to the specifics 
of what I'd like submitted so no one wastes anyone else’s time. Basically I am looking for feature 
ideas that are non-musical, and I am looking for people who are willing to work (for free) to see 
their ideas in print. I am absolutely not looking for: 

1. Columns (First of all, what makes you think you’re so intersting? Second of all, you’d have to 
stand in line behind at least 10 other people). 

2. Paranoid: Part 2 ( Paranoid , originally a sepearte Long Island Hardcore zine, was assimilated 
into UTV because of the purpose it served, and well...it was pretty funny). 

3. Interviews with your friends bands. (We have enough of them already..) 

4. We don’t just want the mere suggestions - we want people willing to make their ideas manifest 
(“Duh, they should cover more Long Island bands,” is exactly not what we want). 

5. No poetry please. Been there, done that. 

Some possible ideas: 

1. Articles (politics, religion, origins of customs/ language -- wnere do things come from? Modern 
sexual practices vs. Ancient tradition, psychological warfare/brainwashing techniques 
marriage/fidelity studies, movies, feminism, “how to” etc). Articles should be thouruoghly 
researched, footnoted, etc., I’m serious. I am particularly interested in parapsychology. UFOs, 
ghosts, Bigfoot, all cool. Spend a night in a haunted house and get some pictures, kapeesh? 

. Original literary works So you could be the next Clive Barker? Prove it. Make me think, make 
my skin crawl, actually say something about the human condition in your work. 

. Comics relating to political and Punk issues. 

4. Artwork -- not necessarily your doodles (photos, computer graphics, action as art -- “This is 
what happened when I dressed as the opposite sex for the entire day and how people treated me 
differently”). 

5. Interviews with personalities outside of the music realm ( Jeopardy styled answer: "Who is 
Peter North?”) 

I’m open to suggestions. When submitting an idea or item, please include all contact info (name 
address, phone #, etc). I’m a little slow about getting back to people in genearl, so don’t be 
surpised if it takes awhile. Also, DON'T SEND US ANYTHING YOU CAN’T AFFORD TO LOSE 
mainly because I'm very disorganized and have a tendency to lose things. Don’t expect your 
submissions back, either. Plesae Note: If I’m intersted in something you have to offer, I WILL 
CONTACT YOU. Follow up calls are unecessary and will only serve to annoy me (or Ed). 

Oh yeah - we aren’t able to pay for anythin we use because we’re poor. Thn again, if you were 
expecting a check you shouldn’t be reading this mag anyhow. Adrress submissions to: 
Submission, do UTV, POB 236, Nesconset, NY 11767. 

Also, I’m looking for interns who may be interested in geettino independent study credits for high 
school or college by helping out with the mag. Send requsts c/o “Interns" with contact info. 
Lastly, the new address for KISS IT GOODBYE is. 483 Hicks St., 4th FI, Brooklyn, NY 11231 
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I had some old school jock banging on the glass 
windows of where I work. He's screaming, cussin' 
and hollering at me because he showed up 2 
minutes after 9PM and I refused to let him in the 
store to buy whatever cd he wanted. How did I know 
he was old school? Well for one, the receding 
hairline was a definite sign! Plus his usage of name 
calling as opposed to trying to rationally confront me. 
He wasn't very creative either! I think he screamed, 
"Step outside you fuckin’ faggot. I'll kick your ass!" 

Faggot, huh? Gee, does he really think that remark 
was going to steam me up? Does he think that was 
the first time I was ever called that? Oh no!!' This 
loser was questioning my manhood, I just gotta 
throw down now! Especially when my integrity is at 
stake' After all this is Strong Island where only the 
hawd survive! Gotta show him who'z runnin' dis 
show' 

I guess you probably already know what I did. 
Nothing' That's right" I stood with my hands in my 
pockets and tried rationalizing with a Lou Ferrigno 
wannabe. "Hey man, we were open all day. You had 
all day to buy what you want, but you chose to do 
otherwise! Don't get pissed at me, it's your own 
faul"" This guy was such a Ferrigno wannabe that 
he played the part of a deaf roid raging jack ass, to 
the t! The majority of what I was saying was going in 
one ear and out the other 

He was fumed and left me with a warning, "I know 
where you work man! I'm going to get you, and fuck 
you up!" So i wave goodbye to him, "Alrighty then, 
see you tomorrow'" He proved to be a no show. In 
fact a few days later, his wife calls to try to file a 
complaint against me with the manager! What 
fuckin' nerve, somewhere, somehow, the buying 
public have this belief that because they spend 5 
bux at a store that they are granted the right to 
behave like a tyrant. Fuck that' 

I'm just tired of the machismo, the whole Strong 
Island mentality that unfortunately has plagued this 
sand dune for quite some time I have a job where I 
deal with the epitome of everything that is wrong with 
this place 1 Stupid kids, idiot moms and dad's. They 
all want to be the next El Duce or the next fuhrer 
and :t makes me sick! I’m keeping my eyes on the 
want ads. the first position I see that opens up for 
some greenhouse job, I'm going for it. I want out of 
this rat race baby and I want out now! I don't want to 
have to deal the general public anymore, I don't want 
to have do deal with the Wu Tang kids, the skate 
hoodies I'm just sickened by them' When some jerk 
threatens your ife, you start realizing how irrelevant 


all this materialist bullshit is. 



Let's Make A Movie! Woo! 

Alright, listen up This is important. 

As some of you my know, I dropped out of the Tisch 
Film/Dramatic Writing last January to go and 
actually get myself an education in that wacky place, 
the film industry. Yeah, and what I learned in the 
ensuing conversations with agents producers and 
other equally loathsome creatures is that (a) no 
one’s interested in quality, just "making names" (b) 
it's rot what you do, it's who you do (precisely 
because no one does anything except each other). 
I also learned I have a nice butt and many adults 
would like to insert objects into it, which is all well 
and good (and, well, good), but, c'mon -- you know 
the routine, "it's power, not sex.” 

So, when one becomes fed up with the schmoozing, 
one considers the ol’ tried and true DIY method 
(simnar to the salt method). What any filmy will tell 
you is "make a short film, and if it’s good you can 
use it as a calling card to get clout at production 
companies.' Ignoring the fact that this is simply not 
true (as if being "good" [at your craft, that is] 
impresses anybody these days, if ever), there is an 
inherent flaw in the philosophy being the statement. 
We're talking career minded motivation here not 
product-minded. Career minds see quality as a 
means to impress corporate deep-pockets (yeah, 
w/o the linings). Product-minded folk went for quality 
because they, for whatever reason, believe in the 
project. I mean, what good is Front Line to the 
creators of a true DIY film? Money, that’s what. Cuz 
there is. as of yet no true DIY film - at least, none 
that are any good This ain’t no 7" or zine, we’re 
talking a budget of several hundred thousand dollars 
for a low budget effort, which means investors and 
producers and outside agendas and agendas and 
agendas. And if there ain't no money, there ain’t no 
film, and you're better off with a watered down 
version of your film than no film at all Right? Well? 

What they say is that you can’t make a money 
without lots of money - basically because they have 
it and we don't, so they can keep the means of mass 
communication in their grubby li’l hands. Well, the 
way look at it if we're not given access to these 
means, then there can be no regulations placed on 
our attempts to fain access - which means we hafta 
grab 'em with both fists and rip 'em away from the 
old meanies who won’t share. If you II excuse the 
cliche, "by any means [fuckin'] necessary. So, let’s 
make a movie, shall we? 


This Winter, production will begin on the full-length 
film STREET RATS. It’s the story of a few kids in 
NYC and how their lives and experiences 
demonstrate that there is a very real race war, class 
war, and gender war taking place in this country at 
this time. It’s the kind of thing Disney’s Miramax 
wouldn’t be interested in supporting (though a 
corporate entity did express interest in buying the 
script from me for 60 grand [after which the entity's 
staff would re-write and sanitize it before going into 
production]). It’s the kind of thing product-minded 
people can believe in, and we’re gonna do it with or 
without the approval of CEOs and stockholders. 

During this Fall we ll be assembling a cast and 
crew of people v/ho are down with whatever it takes 
to seize control of the tools of the master and do 
some hardcore dismantling. I mean, haven't we had 
just about enough of the STRIPTEASES and the 
HACKERS '? Contact me c/o this column or at 
shows or wherever if you’re interested. 


ELECTRO-SHOCKI 



BAZTURD 


Artificial Intelligence (aka Nostradomus aka 
Carringtons in Melville) is officially closed down. 
Reasons are believed to be poor attendance 
coupled with lease problems. RIP. 

Malibu in Lido Beach is officially closed down. Back 
in the day, Malibu was a cool place for cutting edge 
New Wave/Industrial music but eventually turned 
into a guido haven (or asshole magnet). They had 
many upper-scale bands perform there but 
eventually that concept was weeded out. 

Strict 9 (aka Area 51 on Wednesdays) in 
Huntington is having some good shows. Try to 
support them! It’s one of the few places to check out 
any Electronic bands 

Common Ground (aka PWAC) is still the place to 
be. Great shows pop up over there all the time. 
Hopefully, we can check out some "Industrial" bands 
there soon... 

Don't be surprised if you see the name Deep Fried 
Clams all over the place. This two-man Electronic 
group blends samples, techno beats, noise and 
humor. DFC is something fresh and innovative. 
Again, if you see Steve, buy him a shot. He deserves 
it. 

Chernlab just put out a new album called East Side 
Militia Be warned. It’s a bit different than their 
previous works It’s Chernlab re-invented all over 
again, which to me is always a good thing. Get this 
album and support the band. 

Virus 23 has a new self-released CD out. I don't 
own a copy so I can't tell you anything about it. They 
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are playing many shows and going on the road by 
themselves. What a great attitude! This is another 
Electronic-based band that re-invented themselves 
for the better. 

There's a new Long Island band called Nefarius. I 
don't know much about them but I figured I'd 
mention it anyway Props, baby' 

Bile member Slave has recently left the band and 
returned as a DJ at Area 51. Bile is now a trio, a big 
difference from their original 15+ line-up. 

Bat Cave in NYC sucks' FYI: Bat Cave and 
Limelight were both promoted by none other than 
Neville Wells. If you don't know Neville, he's that 
short, English guy with a bad wig and bad ass 
attitude. Since the demise of Limelight, Neville is as 
cheap as ever. Bat Cave charges high door prices 
and club goers get treated like shit. The staff, 
especially their door-guy, are assholes to boot Do 
not support Bat Cave. They are part of the problem. 

Lastly, NIN, Meatbeat Manifesto and Marilyn 
Manson performed CMJ '96 at Irving Plaza. 
Unfortunately, I wasn't unable to attend. But, It didn't 
stop my good friends Rick Rubin and Anthony 
Keidis from going I heard that the drummer for 
Manson got hit n the head with a mic stand. Yippie. 



Things that happened this Summer 
Garden Variety, after two full-lengths, four seven 
inches, countless comp tracks and four full US tours 
together, broke up in July Drummer Joe Gorelick is 
now a member of DC s Blue Tip. Much thanks to 
everyone who helped us in any way It was the best 
five years of my life. 

- Dahlia Seed and Jawbreaker have parted ways. 

- NYC Hardcore band Shift signed to Columbia 
Records after releasing two LPS on Equal Vision. 
Apparently both the band and the label were well 
compensated. Shift now joins the likes of Frank 
Sinatra and Miles Davis. 

- The Van Pelt changed bass players again, this 
time bringing back ex-bassist Toko, who is now free 
of her stint with New York art-rockers Blonde 
Redhead 

- The hype behind Trainspotting proved to be 
somewhat off the mark as the movie was a bit too 
self-indulgent and plotless for its own good. While it 
was definitely entertaining, last summer's hip film 
about adolescent decadence, Kids , is the one they’ll 
be watching 10 years from now. 

- The Malverne movie theater took a tremendous 
turn for the better by becoming the only lace in 
Nassau County that regularly shows independent 
films. It is there I was able to see the aforementioned 
Trainspotting , as well as Lone Star . Basquiat , and 
probably the gem of the Summer, Heavy. It’s nice to 
not have to travel to the city just to see a good movie 
-Saw excellent live performances by Unwound, the 
Van Pelt, Chisel, Jawbox, JeJune, Elliot Smith, June 
of 44, et al 

- The World's Fastest Car still didn't play New York. 

- CIV played the Warped tour again. 


- Samiam was dropped by Atlantic after they had 
already record their new album. I guess most of the 
label's money is tied up in promoting Jewel. 

-1 was treated to great shows by both KISS and Neil 
Young (on different nights of course) at Madison 
Square Garden, marking my first entrance into an 
arena show since U2 in 1986. 

- Vogue magazine, of all publications, did a feature 
on Long Island in their annual Fall fashion issue. 
The article made sure to include such important 
local acts as Sammy and Hunk. [Ahem. Rich, who 
was interviewed for the article, rattled off the names 
of every local band, label, radio show , and zine he 
could think of, with some making it to print and 
some not. Whenever someone local gets a public 
forum you should be doing the same -Rich] All 
kidding aside, it was nice to see someone finally take 
notice This was the first national press for the 
Island since Details mentioned the Angle in their 
feature on Punk clubs in America. Unfortunately, the 
Angle had already been closed down by the time that 
article ran. 

- Steve Buscemi shot a music video in my home 
town of Valley Stream (also home to the lovely 
members of Sleepasaurus), for everyone's favorite 
alterna-rocker, Hayden Apparently, Hayden is part 
of the Tree 's Lounge 

soundtrack, which is Buscemi’s film about life in 
Valley Stream. The movie, due out this Fall, stars 
Samuel Jackson, Anthony La Paglia, and Mr. 
Buscemi in the lead role. 

-It never hit 90 degrees in New York all Summer. 
Here s to a good Autumn. 

Make sure you vote this Fall. Apathy gets you 
nowhere. 


'led'e& o£... 

-dibit (Met "ZOoe 

GREG ROSS 

Some famous guy once askea, "What's in a 
name?" The answer is, of course, "Everything." I just 
got a demo tape from a band called Unfair 
Superheros What a stupid name. So stupid I don't 
want T o listen to the tape. So I changed the question, 
"What does a name say about a band?" Again, the 
answer is Everything." 

My grandfather would have something to say here. 
The man was a genius. Smarter than Einstein . You 
see, he made an important discovery, that I am 
going to share with all you lucky UTV readers today. 
It's Ross' rule of the predetermination of names. 

As a door to door salesman in the early 1940’s, 
sales had dropped off big time. Edward 
Rosenbloom could not make ends meet. So, he did 
what any quick thinking genius would; he changed 
his last name to Ross Remember ,this was the 
early 40s and anti-Semitism was rearing its ugly 
head all over the world, and Rosenbloom was 
obviously a Jewish name. I don’t know if some deep 
seated shylock imagery affected people’s judgment, 
but by eliminating the Jewish part of his name and 
keeping all other variables the same, my grandfather 
theorized that he would sell more of whatever it was 
he was pedaling. Business soared and Edward 


Ross discovered the rule of the predetermination of 
names. 

Years later, my parents, the only people not to do 
drugs in the ‘60s (or so they say) decided their 
unborn son should be named Lance. Using the 
theory of predetermination of names, my 
Grandfather realized that if I were named Lance, I 
would either be A) a big wussy boy who got beat up 
all the time when not playing Dungeons and 
Dragons and cleaning my pocket protector, B) a big 
blond surfer dude who has no aspirations in life 
other than ride the big wave or C) a porn star. 

A quick look at my parents and his own masculinity 
and he realized that I would not fall in to category B 
or C, and therefore would suffer the indignities of 
group A. I know a lot of you are laughing at my 
theory, but it works. Think about; with few 
exceptions, people fall into name categories. Todds 
are uptight yuppies, Gretchens are ugly, Bruces are 
wimpy, and anyone with the name Theodore is 
strange (think Unabomber, Bundy, and Chipmunk). 
So, why in the world does a band name themselves 
Unfair Superheros? The name is lame, so I figure 
the band must be lame There are tons of bands that 
I have never heard because their name sucks. Most 
people hear or read a band’s name before they hear 
the band, and as we all know, first impressions are 
important. Growing up in Syracuse, I almost always 
had to buy something to hear it because, well, 
Syracuse sucks. So what got my hard earned 
money? The bands with the coolest names. 

Ska bands understand this theory, that's why they 
have the word "Ska” in all their names. They want 
people to know what they are about. 

People hear a name and they get a mental picture. 

I thought 10,000 Maniacs was going to be some 
crazy, wild fun band, instead I got some whiny 
wench, singing over crappy music and covering Cat 
Stevens songs - yuck! 

Cool band names inspire you to hear the band - 
lame names do the opposite. For example, Hootie 
knew his band blew chunks, hence, the name 
Blowfish. 

Still not convinced my name theory is right? Well, 
let’s go the source, the holiest of books, the Bible 
(you know I’m desperate when I’m quoting scripture) 
"A good name is more desirable than great riches, 
and high esteem, than gold and silver" - Proverbs 
22:1 (This is first time the Bible has been quoted in 
this piece of shii, and I know I’m pushing the it) 

You can turn this in to a fun car game! Name a 
band and what the name sounds like to you, and 
then what they are really like. I’ve given you start you 
take it from here 

When you hear the name: Barenaked Ladies -- you 
expect naked women - duh, what you get is some 
ugly guys who wish they could get a women naked 
When you hear the name: The Bonor Donors -- 
you expect to hear some Lookout style band that 
wants to tour with Pansy Division -- instead you get 
a Lookout style band that are a bunch of pansies 
When you hear the name: 1000 Mona Lisas you 
expect to hear some artsy, indie rock band - what 
you get - I don’t know, I hate the name so much I 
refuse to listen to them 

When you hear the name Dogstar you think - some 
piece of crap band fronted by some egotistical no 
talent actor - what you get - exactly that 
Some advice when naming your band: don't name 
your band after food (Cakelike, Cake, Oatmeal 
Banana) don't use a location in your name (Boston, 
Chicago, Miami Sound Machine), and never name 
your band Unfair Superheros. 
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For the almost two decades that they've 
existed In various incarnations [a trio working 
mainly in pairs], the name Controlled 
Bleeding has been synonymous with many 
sounds in Electronic circles. First 
acknowledged for agonizing feedback 
exercises in the early '80s, releases like 
Songs From the Grinding Wall during the 
waning days of Chicago's Wax Trax! 
Industrial label solidified Controlled 
Bleeding's reputation as not only pioneering, 
but blaringly innovative even within a 
commercial context. A project that refuses all 
categorization, the late '80s also gave birth to 
yet another sonic thematic analysis of 
religious imagery, with later releases like 
Golgotha [Soleilmoon] as ambient and 
liturgical as the earlier brimstone was 
extreme. The '90s begat side projects like 
the Swans inspired Skin Chamber [Wound, 
and Trial Roadrunner] and Fat Flacker 
simultaneously existing with the more 
atmospheric work, which seems to be the 
path currently being explored on releases 
like Inanition [Cleopatra], and Dub Songs 
From A Shallow Grave [Dossier]. 

I promised Bleeding architect Paul Lemos 
that this would be the best interview he's 
ever done, and if it's not the best, it's 
probably the longest (the second half will run 
in next issue), transcribed with aching fingers 
and loving spirit -Rich 

Under the Volcano: For people not familiar 
with Controlled Bleeding I'd like to get a really 
brief history of the band.. 

Paul Lemos: It's tough to be too brief, but 
let's see.. It pretty much began as a 
completely different project up in Boston 
when I left college for a couple of years and I 
started working with some people up there 
that were into experimental music. It was just 
kind of a multi-media thing that just never got 
off the ground, but it gave me this idea for a 
project of varied musics, just kind of a 
collective not a regular band. And then I 
moved down here again back to New York 
and we started it up with what is the group -- 
did you have a chance to listen to that archive 
material that was on the end of that disc? 
[from Dub Sengs from A Shallow Grave] ~ 
well that lineup continued Controlled 
Bleeding, this kind of Surf, Punk, Fusion Jazz 
thing for a while in the early '80s, and after 
playing gigs v/ith bands like [Brian] Setzer’s 
Bloodless Pharaohs and playing at CB's and 
Max’s and not getting much response that 
kind of collapsed, and I took off for about a 
year and a half Then I hooked up with Joey 
[Papa] and Chris [Moriarty], Chris was my 
neighbor, we needed a drummer and so forth, 
so it really worked just in terms of 
convenience So Chris and I started working 
with these extreme noise experiments around 
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1983, *84, and it was just this pure kind of 
venting, this joy to be away from structure, 
and that's kind of where it began for Chris and 
I. We brought Joe back into it, Joe had been 
with an earlier lineup because Joe was so 
weird the other guys had left the group at 
that point, and so it was just Joe, me, and 
Chris, so Joe came back into it and that's 
where I think it got more musical, with his 
influence, that's where Chris and I stopped 
doing complete noise work and we started to 
move into more texture. Then in periods like, 
say, the late '80s and now, what would 
happen is it would be kind of a revolving door; 
Joe and I would work on projects for long 
periods of time, then Joe would kind of fade 
out and Chris and I would work for awhile, so 
the balance was always kind of up and down. 
But recently Chris is now working on his own 
project now. I think we've really diverged 
musically; he wants to pursue a much more 
aggressive music and I'm more interested in 
doing more varied, more textured music.. 

UTV: Yeah, he's been involved in Body 
Clock .. 

Paul Lemos: I think that's what he's pursuing 
almost exclusively now... 

UTV: So he's kind of on hiatus now from 
Controlled Bleeding? 

Paul Lemos: Sure, it always changes, but 
we’ve really gotten away from kind of the 
aggressive Grind, screaming, type of thing 
and I know Chris is very much into the 
aggressive music So, it just wasn't fun for me 
doing that anymore, and we hadn't sat down 
and written new songs together for maybe 
two three years, so we finally said, "Obviously 
we’re not enjoying the process anymore, so 
we should just do our own work." So Joe and 
I have been collaborating pretty intensely over 
the last two and a half years. 

UTV: Inanition is a double CD on a Cleopatra 
Records subsidiary named Hypnotic What’s 
the difference between Hypnotic and 
Cleopatra? 

Paul Lemos: I think they just divided the label 
so that people who bought stuff on Hypnotic 
knew that it was kind of trancey, ambient, or 
whatever you want to call it, and that 
Cleopatra was whatever else. 

UTV: On Inanition the track "Scourge" is 
being credited as being recorded in 1981.. 
Paul Lemos: That’s a misprint. 

UTV: That was '91, right? 

Paul Lemos: Yeah, that's a misprint. That 
was from Golgotha. 

UTV: What does Inanition mean? 

Paul Lemos: Some people might think it 
means "inane," being ridiculous or being trite. 

I think of it more in just complete exhaustion, 
more to mean emotional emptiness perhaps. 
UTV: Is that how you possibly perceive your 
relationship to your work at this point? 
[laughs] 

Paul Lemos: No, no my relationship has 
been really rejuvenated over the past year and 


a half or so, but I thought that the name kind 
of fit some of the pieces on there, some of the 
droning long treks into darkness that make up 
some of that recording; I just felt that the 
name just kind of grabbed the sense of the 
music. 

UTV: There are two CDs here, with the 
second being older tracks like "Scourge." For 
the older stuff, what made you decide on 
those tracks? Are they reference points for 
what you feel you’re about to immerse 
yourself in now 9 

Paul Lemos: No, the older things...I think the 
idea of it was to focus on the more textural 
aspects of our music in retrospect, and just 
going back to the recordings and listening to 
them, and what I feel is reflected is the tracks 
I reaily like of the tracks that were of a more 
textural nature That word "ambient" has 
become kind of this stupid simple 
categorization I think that a lot of that music 
is experimental music; I don't know if it’s 
"ambient" music, but it's experimental music 
tat I've liked that I could live with over the 
course of years and I felt that those tracks 
were the ones that would be best represented 
on a collection like that. CD one is not really 
what we’re doing now - I feel we've moved 
even further into textural areas - but I think it's 
the best indication. It's the best recorded 
indication up till now of where we’re going. 
UTV: There's somebody named Trang who 
appears on this, and I believe on some of your 
earlier work as well... 

Paul Lemos: The only thing that she's done 
before that one ["Trang and I"] is she was on 
Chris' solo project, Body Clock. She was a 
background voice on something on that. 

UTV: Who is she? 

Paul Lemos: She's this Vietnamese woman 
that Chris was working with that's been 
working with us, laying down vocal tracks 
periodically. In fact, the forthcoming release 
that we’re doing for Cleopatra, she's very 
prominent on that. Yeah, there's a lot of her 
vocal stuff 

UTV: It seems that in some ways this is a 
turning point for Controlled Bleeding; you've 
become more interested in dub material for 
instance, and you do have this release Dub 
Songs For A Shallow Grave. Standing back 
and viewing the project in as detached a 
fashion as you can, what are some points of 
reference you'd make note of? 

Paul Lemos: Umm...in terms of our 
influences? 

UTV: Significant events that have brought you 
to this point, significant events in the recording 
of the current material perhaps. 

Paul Lemos: I don’t know about it within my 
own existence; I know that all of our music is 
tied to whatever the emotional balance is at 
the time. It's always been what I've referred to 
kind of as "an emotional diary." I think that 
rhythmically the dub music reflects maybe a 
certain contentment, y'know? It's a strange 


record because the rhythms I think are kind of 
- I don't know if youYJ say "uplifting" or 
"upbeat" -- but I think that some of the 
melodies and some of the lyrics may 
be...grim. So there's a strange duality in the 
music. 

UTVThat's another thing; you never seem to 
print any of your lyrics. Is that intentional? 

Paul Lemos: I don't know; I'm not really 
interested in seeing them in print. It's not 
something that’s important to me. Maybe it 
would be convenient for people that buy the 
records, but I just never really wanted to make 
them public. I guess if somebody's interested 
they could probably figure them out. 

UTV: First of all, would you recognize this as 
a change as far as in what the band is doing 
now, a flux? 

Paul Lemos: Yeah well, I think it's a direction 
that we've gradually been taking over time, 
even going back to some of the stuff we were 
doing on Wax Trax. Certain breaks would 
have a really heavy dubby bass like on the 
song "Save Us" that we had put on Trudge 
And I always was interested in it because 
Jamaican music was something that had 
obsessed me for years, and I think what 
probably inspired me to really try it, to really 
work as a bass player and get this rhythm 
section going between Joe and myself was 
really the re-issue of a lot of great stuff like the 
great Scientists CD on Greensleeves - a lot 
of things I hadn’t listened to for a long time 
because my vinyl is gone Being able to hear 
them new again on CD just gave me a lot of 
inspiration I think some of the work that 
people in Europe have been doing 
experimenting with dub, especially in England, 
was inspirational, too. . .I love all that stuff. 
UTV: I have to say this to be fair: it doesn’t 
sound like you're attempting Reggae music, 
but maybe that you're using Reggae in a 
textural context. 

Paul Lemos: I think what we've adopted in 
just the real thick kind of bass and the steady 
kind of drum with the echo. The whole kind of 
dub thing was to strip off the vocals nd to 
create a different mix based on the rhythm. 
And so, taking those dub mixes and just 
letting other elements in the mix echo out and 
then placing over it the kind of vocal work that 
Joe and I had been developing over the 
course of some years; it was the meeting of 
those two musics. So yeah, on the one hand 
I think it’s this grim lyrical element, but to me 
the music is kind of uplifting. 

UTV: Talking about turning points, it also 
seemed that maybe 1989, 1990 was a turning 
point for Controlled Bleeding, probably with 
some of the more experimental music taking 
on a religious tone as evidenced by pieces like 
Songs From the Ashes and a bit later, 
Golgotha. What were the factors contributing 
to being immersed in liturgical work at that 
time? 

Paul Lemos: For years we weren’t doing 
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anything that had regular vocal; there were 
tonal voices, but for years and years we just 
weren't doing anything with lyrics. For me, 
lyrics were very difficult because I could say 
what I wanted, articulate things with sound, 
but to put them into words seemed kind of 
trite. It could never paint the picture that the 
sounds could, in terms of what you might be 
experiencing emotionally, or your frame of 
mind How to paint the feelings within you in 
words, the words would seem so . ordinary. 
You know what I mean? Up to the late '80s or 
early '90s we pretty much did use the voice as 
an instrument and we still do that a lot, we still 
don't always resort to lyrics, a lot of times it's 
tonal vocals The religious imagery, I don't 
know exactly where that came from, but I just 
think a certain sadness penetrated our music 
starting in say, '88, which was influenced by 
separation and a lot of turmoil that was going 
on in my personal life, and it was just really 
reflected in the music that we were doing at 
that time, which was all very much like that on 
Music From the Scourging Grounds , which is 
pretty much the same as Songs From the 
Ashes I think that that's where it began for 
some reason, and those images seemed to 
have certain power and voiced certain things 
that we really couldn’t say in other terms. 
UTV: I also see a few other things taking 
place around that time. I believe 1990 was 
probably your last year on Wax Trax, you 
were on there for two or three years... 


Paul Lemos: It was a short-lived relationship 
It was just about the time where they were 
falling into a bad financial situation. 

UTV: I think that's also the time that Arthur 
Potter started doing your artwork. 

Paul Lemos: Actually, Arthur started working 
on our third record, Curd , so Arthur's been 
working on our stuff for years, even earlier 
than '90. 

UTV: Arthur's from the Island, right? 

Paul Lemos: Arthur lives in Patchogue. 
UTV: Is he a fine artist by trade? 

Paul Lemos: He is really, that's what he's 
devoted his life too. Arthur and his brother 
John. John did some of the artwork on 
Inanition. They're twins and they kind of 
followed similar paths, but their work is very 
different in terms of texture and tone. Arthur, 
we just started communicating because he 
was interested in what we were doing and I 
found out he was a college teacher at the 
time, and a painter, so automatically I asked 
him some questions, so we developed a 
relationship at that point, and it seems it 
worked for both of us over the course of time. 
UTV: Controlled Bleeding seems to have 
flirted with commercial success or higher 
profile releases like those on Wax Trax' or 
Penetration on Roadrunner. but even at these 
times you've also released simultaneously 
records that totally disallow any commercial 
success 

Paul Lemos: Well, I think it's always...again, 


the duality of music, and the interest -- at least 
my interest - it's always kind of enjoyable to 
work within the marketplace and create 
something that is really rhythmic and maybe 
fairly disposable. When I think of the releases 
that are most disposable, it;'s those higher 
profile releases. I think to really satisfy myself 
artistically it's the other ones that I can live with 
and that I can really, really enjoy. I think when 
we were doing Penetration, around that time 
I was also working on something called The 
Drowning, and it's The Drowning I like so 
much more than the Roadrunner record. But 
yeah, artistically it’s always the sound pieces 
or the work that maybe isn't commercial that 
is most satisfying though, just in terms of what 
I've always been interested in as an 
experimenter with sound I think that 
Penetration reflects much more Chris’ interest 
than mine. - 


THE CONCLUSION OF 
THIS INTERVIEW WITH 
PAUL LEMOS OF 
CONTROLLED BLEEDING 
WILL RUN IN ISSUE 
#35 OF UTV. 
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JOHN BERGIN 


BY DYSTOPIA ONE 


One would be hard pressed to find two artists 
currently swimming the electronic waters that are 
more dissimlair. The music and artwork of Trust 
Obey's John Bergin can be harsh and almost 
obsessively bleak, giving records like the stoicly 
rhythmic Hands of Ash [Fifth Colvmn] a tone of 
Tribulation with no redemption. Whereas Bergin's 
work invokes images of fish gawping for air on a 
sludge covered garbage heap. Dystopia One are 
the kind of guys that would tape prank calls they 
made to a Chinese restaurant and then use 'em in 
a song though that song may not appear on their 
new record. Attempted Mustache, on Rawkus. 
Dystopia One vocalist Baz Turd kicks off by asking 
Bergin questions, then gets the favor returned. 
Kinky - Rich 

Did you ever fantasize about the end of the world? 
Or what it would sound like? Crashing waves 
gently textured with millions of screaming organisms 
and smoldenng earth or simply one big explosion ? 
The music of John Bergin is the soundtrack to the 
apocalypse I've been corresponding with John 
Bergin via e-mail and recently asked him a few 
questions -Baz Turd 

Baz Turd: Currently, what musical projects are you 
involved in? 

John Bergin: Trust Obey is my main project. I 
perform all instruments, do all programming, and 
vocals In the studio I do everything by myself with 
additional guitars by Brett Smith. I occasionally bring 
in other guests Hands of Ash, for example, features 
Dave Chapman on trumpet for one song Another 
song "Larvatus," has noted sci-fi author AA 
Attanasio as guest lyricist. Trust Obey live varies, 
depending on the venue and how involved of a show 
it ^ Its usually a two or three piece Guitars bass, 
vocals, some samples played live with a bunch of 
electronic shit playing rhythm and keys 
Cl7H19N03 is next down in the hierarchy. Again, 
this one is a sclo project, with an occasional guest. 
And one more: Tedium Non Data -- myself and Brett 
Smith. Keyboards, samplers, drum machines, found 
objects. Ambient, soundtrack, experimental 
electronic I'm also playing guitar for Quiet Riot on 
their next tour. 

Baz Turd: I understand you recorded a soundtrack 
for The Crow book How did that come about? 
John Bergin: The first time I saw James O’Barr's 
work was The Crow [Caliber Comics' issue 3] I was 
immediately drawn to the bleak, violent vision the 
marrying of violence and beauty. I had never met 
anyone else who really understood the meaning of 
the word "forever." And here it was in a comic book 
of all places There was so much darkness in the 
book that the black nk literally stuck to my fingers I 
heard music between the panels. The depictions of 
violence and beauty actually made sound in my 
head There is no such thing as justice. That fact 
has a sound That is what I wanted to capture The 
sound of complete and total madness 
James and I started writing to each other at about 
the same time. He had just seen some of my work - 
"Ashes." Our first letters to each other crossed each 
other in the mail -- and they both said the same 


thing "brother, is that you?" 

We became pretty much inseparable. In ’92 we 
went to Kevin Eastman's newly formed publishing 
company, Tundra James completed The Crow 
series for them, while I did my 300 page book-slab, 
From Inside Together. James and I also did an 
anthology called Bone Saw. 

In 1993 The Crow was optioned for film by Ed 
Pressman Productions. In 1994, Graphitti Designs 
released Trust Obey's Fear and Bullets: Music to 
Accompany The Crow. The recording was 
packaged with a deluxe edition of The Crow. The 
package included a hardcover edition of the book, a 
signed and numbered print, and the 70 minute 
soundtrack CD in a special folder I designed the 
package which got an Eisner nomination for Best 


Design. 

Anyway, to answer your question. The Crow 
soundtrack came about because it was something 
James and I had always wanted to do. Even before 
the story was optioned for film. Way back when we 
first met, we had talked about the idea of doing a 
soundtrack for the comic. 

Baz Turd: Are you interested in scoring films? 
John Bergin: Yes. Very much so. I’ve had some 
filmmakers approach me about this. I consider just 
about all of my musical work to be soundtracks 
already, anyway. Soundtracks for mind movies. 

Baz Turd: Explain the history behind Trust Obey. 
John Bergin: The boring stuff you mean? I'll make 
it as brief as possible: Trust Obey was formed in 
1988 as a solo recording project by myself. Through 











1983, 1989 and the early 1990s I self-released a 
number of recordings: Room 101 , Locust , Exit 
Wound , The Veil , Rip Saw. . Everything from 
experimental electronic music to heavy guitar stuff. 

in 1993 I formed a live Trust Obey act. This is 
when I hooked up with my guitar player, Brett Smith. 
By the way, Brett just had a solo record released on 
Malignant Records His project is called Caul and 
the CD is titled Crucible 

Early 1994: Graphitti Designs and Kitchen Sink 
Press released Trust Obey's Fear and Bullets: 
Music to Accompany The Crow. Following the 
release of this record I got a bunch of offers to sign 
Trust Obey. Both majors and independents were 
interested Trent Reznor called me on behalf of his 
own record label, Nothing Records. His offer 
sounded the best to me, so I took it. In August, 
1994 I signed Trust Obey to Nothing Records. 

Through the following year, I composed and 
recorded Hands of Ash. The album was completed 
in the spring of 1995. 

In February 1996 I left Nothing Records and took 
Hands of Ash to Fifth Colvmn Records Why did 
Trust Obey leave Nothing? Pick a rumor, they're all 
true Why Fifth Colvmn? They're better than nothing. 
Baz Turd: It is rumored that the NIN's Broken EP 
was ripped off from your demos and that Trent 
Reznor signed you to Nothing in order to avoid legal 
hassles Is this true? 

John Bergin: What!?!?!' W'here the HELL did you 
hear this one? This is, without a doubt, the most 
obsc ure question I have ever been asked! You have 
done your homework' I will neither confirm nor deny 
this one' Inspiration? Plagiarism? Coincidence? 


What's the difference? Who cares? I'll say just a few 
things about this and you can make up your own 
mind 

In 1991, I self-released a Trust Obey recording 
called Exit Wound. It had two versions of a song 
called "Fist Fuck" on it. This song was a remake of 
a song written by my very first band, Orifice, back in 
1988 All of the songs on Exit Wound drew parallels 
between guns, gun violence and sex and 
relationships Other titles on the record, for example, 
were: "Entrance Wound," "12 Guage Hard," "Just 
Bullet ' Anyway, James [O’Barr] bumped into Trent 
at a comic book convention or something... he gave 
a copy of Exit Wound to Trent. A year or so later 
Broken was released, with the lyrics "Fist fuck" on 
one of the songs. Fixed followed with an actual song 
on it titled "Fist Fuck." Draw your own conclusions. 
Joel-Peter Witkins did. 

Baz Turd: At the time of your signing, did you feel 
that Nothing could break many forms of electronic 
music into the mainstream? 

John Bergin: Sure. Most definitely I thought there 
was a great potential for that. When I signed to 
Nothing I thought we'd all see a big breaking-out of 
experimental/edgy electronic music. I guess there 
has been to some degree, but Nothing Records 
doesn't have anything to do with that happening. 
They did not turn out to be the shakers and movers 
I was expecting them to be. At the time I was signed, 
all I could think was; "I NEVER would have guessed 
THIS would be the future of music." You know? 
Back in the late, late eighties listening to shit like Big 
Black. RevCo, Skinny Puppy, Pixies, Coil.. I 
NEVER would have guessed music like that would 


get huge. And it's not. fthbught it was going to be, 
but only watered-down, surface versions of that sort 
of material are breaking out. With a few exceptions, 
of course. So yes, at the time I thought THIS was 
IT. 

Baz Turd: The album that Nothing was going to 
release will come out on Fifth Colvmn? How did that 
come about? 

John Bergin: Fifth Colvmn Records is a very cool 
label. They've released some great material; 
Chemlab, POD. Acumen, Sun God, Haioblack, 
Death Ride 69 and coming soon, one that I’m 
REALLY looking forward to, The Final Cut. Jared 
from Chemlab is a great friend. He kindly listened to 
my hour-long tirades and commiserated with me as 
I went through the ordeal with Nothing FCR 
released my C17H19N03, Terra Damnata CD while 
all that was going on, which was just great. For me, 
nothing is worse than stagnation, and the situation 
with Nothing was killing me. Two years and not 
releasing anything to follow-up the Crow CD was 
bad Bad for my mind, bad for my band. Getting the 
Cl 7 record out was a life-saver. Made me feel like a 
musician again. It was just natural that once I got 
Hands of Ash back, Fifth Colvmn would do it. They 
move very fast and decisively. When a record is 
done it gets a release date, and it gets done. No 
fucking around. No slow motion. No bullshit That’s 
exactly what I need for Hands of Ash. It is time to 
get the record out. Now. 

Baz Turd: How do you feel being signed to Fifth 
Colvmn in comparison? 

John Bergin: I have found that independent labels 
are far, far easier to deal with. After my experience 
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with a major label, I can tell you that the ease of 
working with an independent like Fifth Colvmn is a 
priceless thing. When the people who personally run 
the label you're on call you and work with you directly 
in regards to every single aspect of putting out a 
record, there is a level of control and involvement 
that you can never experience with a major. Unless 
you're very lucky, or unless you’re selling millions of 
records for them. I’m glad to be on Fifth Colvmn. 
Happy to be working with them. Maybe some day 
Trust Obey will go back to a major. Who knows... 
Baz Turd: Are you planning to tour? What bands 
would you like to tour with? 

John Bergin: I would like to tour this summer, but 
anything we do is going to be short because I have 
a couple of comic book projects I need to be working 
on . not to mention the Fear and Bullets remixes... 
Lots of work to do this Summer. But maybe in the 
Fall we'll be doing a couple of one-week sorties. The 
midwest fucking sucks, but there is one good thing 
about it; if you're going east or west you're already 
halfway there. So, we’ll probably do one or two 
week's worth of dates in each direction... 

Baz Turd: How would you describe the current state 
of electronic music? 

John Bergin: There is currently such a wide field 
for listeners to pick from, that I think anyone can find 
something they like. There are some very interesting 
things going on with digital recording and digital 
editing A lot of great research and development... 
There's also a lot of affectation, but I suppose that's 
to be expected. I think we're just at the beginning of 
an era where sound will be mutating into something 
utterly inhuman We can new take a moment in time 
- a piece of sound - and manipulate it, study it, do 
whatever we want to it. I think that’s exciting. Taking 


a moment of chaos and giving it form and order... or 
doing the reverse 

Baz Turd: Do you feel that Glam Rock is making a 
comeback in electronic music? 

John Bergin: Did it ever leave? I completely 
understand the whole idea of "giving people a show." 
Playing live is a "show." "Show" means to act and 
put-on. That’s fine to a certain degree, but when it 
turns into a fashion show that just annoys the hell 
out of me. I find it distracting to the music. 

Baz Turd: I understand you have some books of 
your artwork and photographs published. Explain. 
John Bergin: I write and draw graphic novels -- 
comic books. Also, I do graphic design, album 
covers, book covers You want a short list? 

Books and comics: 

Golgothika to be published by Caliber Comics 
around November This comic was originally going 
to be a back-up feature for James O'Barr's new 
comic book Gothik. But Gothik was cancelled, so 
Golgothika is being published as its own series. I 
write and draw everything Death of A Witch , a short 
15 page strip just published by Mojo Press; AA 
Attanasio wrote this one Bone Saw , The Crow 
Deluxe Edition , From Inside ~ all from 
Tundra/Kitchen Sink Press. Pwdre Ser: Rot From 
The Stars - Millennium. Ashes - a five issue 
series I did for Caliber Comics. Coccyx - Mojo 
Press There Is No Dog , Dead Game - both for 
Dark Horse Comics 

Some album covers: 

Loren Nerell Lilin Dewa. DeepNet - a compilation 
album edited by Brian Lustmord. Coma Virus: 


Flidden. FCR’s Echo compilation. FCR’s Ministry 
Tribute Compilation: With Sympathy. Caul: Crucible. 
Idiot Stare: Blinded. STG: No Longer Human. 
Naked Raygun: Jettison. That enough? I also do all 
of my own artwork and design for Trust Obey and 
C17H19N03 releases. I also just completed all the 
artwork for The Machines of Loving Grace web site. 

Baz Turd: Do you think the world is going to end 
soon? 

John Bergin: No, of course not The world will 
never end. The brief spark of humanity, however, will 
wink out one day. The world will go on. Cosmological 
time is beyond human comprehension. Humans 
have been around for merely an eye-blink of the 
universe. We see forwards and backwards in puny 
one hundred chunks. . and we mistakenly think 
that's a long time The world is not going to end 
soon. . .unless of course something accelerates the 
burn rate of our sun...or unless something big hits 
our planet. You do realize that our planet is totally 
unprotected, hanging in a cold, ruthless void don't 
you? If the earth were the size of a ball-bearing as 
big as a softball the amount of space viable for 
human life is this big: breathe on the ball-bearing. 
The width of the condensation from your breath is 
where we live. And that's it. There is no other place 
in the universe for us. That tiny space is ALL we 
have. And it is totally vulnerable. It could be swiped 
away so easily.. 

Baz Turd: Thank you for taking the time to answer 
these questions 

John Bergin: Thanks for your interest. ~ 

John Bergin then returns the favor by interviewing 
Dystopia One's Baz Turd -Rich 
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■‘The Dragons work, play, and drink harder than any group in the country...a high 
octane sound bom of influences as classic as the Rolling Stones and New York 
Dolls and as spicy as the Texas Tornados and vintage punk.” I .A Village View 


'■’Punk with a real honest roots feeling. ThiKmight he what the 
HE VRTBRFAKERS would have sounded like if they were from SoCal. and 
Johnny had just kicked.” -Maximum RnR 


"Just when you think the art of full tilt RnR has gone the way of muscle cars and 
cheap gas. along conies a hand like Diego's The Dragons... Front the cover collage 
to the tracks themselves, “Pain Killer” rocks” Flipside 


“Enter The Dragons, hut move out of the way... The album's whirlwind beats and 
near-dizzying guitar interplay will remind you of a host of bands ... Sex Pistols 
...Replacements ...even Rocket From The Crypt The album's 12 songs aim to 
deaden life's woes, not wallow in them Pain Killer' has the sweet taste of a 
dentist's injection, and twice the sting.” San Diego l T nion 


This CD by far is one of the best releases I’ve ever heard in my lifetime, 
his is no exaggeration .” Under The Volcano 


"We all know these bizarre musical groups are short-lived with few exceptions. 
What a great inspiratiouj'or my 13 year old grandson and his little sister to find on 
my coffee table during their visit. These are not values we wish to emphasize.” 

some old hag 


THE DKACWNS “PAIN KILLER” CD AVAILABLE AT 
FINER RECORD STORES EVERYWHERE OR SEND S10 
TO: SCAM-O-RAMA RECORDS 
13454 Poway Road #321 
Poway, CA 92064 

Also available: 

Dragons/C.U.A. “Pretty Ugly” live split “bootleg” 12”. Only 230 copies 
pressed. Handmade covers, numbered. 4-track recording. $10 
Uncle Joe’s Big *Q1 Driver “Free Ride” 7“ S3. 

Distributed by Get Hip. Golden Rod, and Revolver 


Prod u c e d b y Steve k ra v ac 
m i xGd hy tho m wj| S 0n 


MAILORDER IPPD IN US ONLY); CO-S11 • LP-S7 • CA-S6 • T-SHIRT-S12 • POST OFFICE BOX 67A6c* LOS ANGELES, CA 90067? 














DYSTOPIA ONE BY JOHN BERGIN 


John Bergin: What does "dystopia" mean? 

Baz Turd: The term "dystopia" means the opposite 
of utopia. When it came time to form the band, our 
goal was to create something that was the opposite 
of most current trends in music. We wanted to feel 
good about breaking the rules and saying whatever 
we felt like, even if it's pure nonsense. We started 
off on a good foot by naming ourselves Dystopia. It 
gave us a sense of direction. 

John Bergin: Why do you hate guitars so much? 
Baz Turd: Guitars are always the dominate 
instrument. It's to the point that most modern music 
is based around what the guitar does because it's 
always been like that. In Dystopia One, we wanted to 
eliminate guitar all together and push keyboards and 
"fuzz" bass upfront. We actually started the band 
with some guy playing guitar and it didn’t work. It 
didn't sound right. When we took out the guitarist, 
we started developing our sound. 

John Bergin: I would agree with your statements 
that Glam Metal is making a comeback in the 
fashion-conscious commercial Industrial scene. 
Would you also agree that Southern Rock has made 
a comeback in the commercial Rock scene? I can't 
hear any difference between bands like Alice In 
Chains, Soundgarden, Pearl Jam, and Nirvana with 
bands like Lynyrd Skynyrd, White Snake, .38 
Special, and Bad Company. Maybe different reverbs 
on the snares, but that’s about the only difference I 
can hear 

Baz Turd: I think that Lynyrd Skynyrd and Corrosion 
of Conformity are the same band. It's kind of like 
how people joke about Michael Jackson and Janet 
Jackson being the same person. Until my theory is 
disproven, I will only say that I believe the song 
about that fuckin' albatross is a direct ripoff from 
some Skynyrd tune. I'd have to dig up Gold and 
Platinum to figure it out. By the way, I love the .38 
Special reference. 

John Bergin: There are two levels in the Electronic 
/ industrial scene. Platinum and Underground. Why 


Westward and Marilyn Manson would be populating 
this genre. ! believe it was referred to as the 
"industrial holocaust" [Please re-read this paragraph 
again as if it was narrated by Orson Wells. Thanks.] 
John Bergin: Your album covers seem to have 
concepts behind them Please explain the 
significance of cheerleaders fighting giant rabbits in 
hell and [on your new album] the mustaches. 

Baz Turd: During the recording of Go To Hell , we 
became familiar with the artwork of Rob Syers, a 
cartoonist based in Chicago. He's done album 
covers for numerous Skin Graft bands and each one 
is hysterical. We felt that his art and our music fit 
perfectly. I got in touch with him, explained who we 
were and the name of the album. The end result was 
the cheerleaders vs. rabbits in hell painting. He 
came up with that himself and we instantly loved it. 
He later told me that it was a spoof on Bolt-Thrower 
album covers meets his recent experience with a girl 
that he used to go to high school with. Go figure. 
With the new album Attempted Mustache, we just 
wanted to get any classic mustaches and throw 
them on the cover. It really freaks people out. They 
just stare at it People have tried to figure all of them 
out but remain unsuccessful. It also makes a great 
drinking game. What more could you ask for? 

We still kept a cartoon theme by having the 
controversial Mike Diana do a portrait of us, which is 
prominently featured on the back cover. He made us 
look like B-movie creatures or something. 

John Bergin: How did you hook up with Martin Bisi 
and what was it like working with him? He doesn't 
usual'y produce your sort of music does he? Isn’t he 
more of a guitar-band producer? 

Baz Turd: I was introduced to Martin by Jim 
Thirlwell at a parly in NYC. I bugged out because 
he’s produced some of my favorite albums like Cop 
Shoot Cop's Ask Questions Later and the Swans’ 
Love of Life I figured since Martin has worked with 
bands like Cop Shoot Cop, who have a similar line¬ 
up to us (no guitars but bass heavy), that he was 


you're on Rawkus. Why the switch? What 
happened? How's the new label? 

Baz Turd: None of the Above IS our friend Brett. 
We've known him forever. He started the label 
(based out of the record store) and we all pitched in, 
helping out one another He put out a few different 
Electronic/Industrial bands and we were one of 
them. Through time, the label seemed like it wasn't 
going anywhere Brett was discouraged and so were 
the bands. He told the bands basically "Go do what 
you want," meaning, "I'm not putting out anymore 
music." It's been a while, but he just put out a Long 
Island Hardcore comp. I understand it's doing well, 
which makes me happy. There isn't any ill feeling or 
anything. We still hang out. Rawkus is cool They’re 
really enthusiastic about working with us. Most 
labels won’t take a chance with a band like us, so 
I've got to give them a lot of credit. They're putting 
out a Electronic/Industrial comp called Future Shock 
with bands like Godflesh and Pitchshifter. We're on 
it doing a cover of the Knight Rider theme song. 
John Bergin: You touring? What's a Dystopia live 
show like? 

Baz Turd: We were going to tour with Babyland, but 
as with most tours in the planning stages, it fell 
through. We're still want to tour, but in the 
meantime, we're just booking a lot of shows in the 
tri-state area, couple of one-offs, etc. We've just 
added a second bassist, Decline, to our live show. 
Now we re like a wall of sound We also use lights 
and movie footage to "enhance" our show. I jump 
around as much as one can behind a keyboard, yell 
and occasionally act goofy. 

John Bergin: How would YOU describe your 
sound? Was Flipside’s "Indie-diaper-damnation rock 
that fits somewhere between the Butthole Surfers 
and Devo, but only much, much younger" an 
accurate description? 

Baz Turd: Pretty accurate. Devo is one of my all 
time favorite bands and a big influence. Butthole 
Surfers are another band that tries a lot of different 


■I THINK THAT LYNYRD SKYNYRD AND CORROSION OF CONFOSR^ITY^ ARETrfF SAW 


do you think there hasn't been a huge surge of 
commercial radio interest in electronic music? Why 
do you think the commercial radio success of bands 
like Filter or Gravity Kills has not translated into 
commercial radio airplay for the rest of the scene? 
Baz Turd: Most Electronic music is being put out by 
small, indie labels. Usually these labels like 
Cleopatra, Fifth Colvmn. or Re-Constriction, for 
example, don't see it as a priority to push their bands 
to commercial radio because it takes a lot of moolah. 
Too much for one to care. In fact, I think it's pretty 
rare that bands, of any genre, get on commercial 
radio because the music is actually good. There's a 
lot of weird shit going on in the dark world of radio. 
It's time to break out the knee pads and start 
hummin'. 

John Bergin: What do you think the future of 
electronic mus e is? 

Baz Turd: Based on Nostradomus' scriptures, it 
was predicted that more bands like Stabbing 


perfect for us get the sound that we so desired. 

So. I kept in touch with him. Besides the fact that 
he's a cool guy, I really wanted to record the next 
Dystopia One album with him. But, at the time, it 
was unrealistic. We weren't putting out anything with 
None of the Above anymore and we didn't know 
what we were going to record next. It was a low 
point. 

We recorded a demo of new tracks that we were 
going to turn into a 7" or just send out to labels. I 
sent one to Martin and he liked it. I told him that if we 
got any kind of deal, we would want to record with 
him. And when we did, I called him immediately. 

We were in the studio a few weeks later and 
banged out the album in six days' I’ll never forget it. 
Martin was great to work with and he made us feel 
comfortable in his studio. I tried to keep up with the 
amount of coffee he drank but couldn't. It was 
nothing that Rolaids couldn't fix. 

John Bergin: You were on None of the Above, now 


things and has a sense of humor. I'd like to tell 
people that we're an "Electronic/Noise Rock band." 
John Bergin: Which leads us to the "What are your 
influences?" question. 

Baz Turd: Pixies, Mr. Bungle, Foetus, Helmet, Big 
Black are just a few. Mr. Hymson [the drummer] 
has a big Hardcore/Death Metal background and 
Jonny Cock (the fuzzy bassist) is really into Zorn, 
Zappa, and anything else that's like that. Decline 
(the other bassist) listens to shit like NAS and pretty 
much anything on HOT 97 (the big NY Rap/R&B 
radio station). Decline and I both bond about the first 
Public Enemy album, Yol, Bum Rush The Show , 
which most people should buy!! Total old school! 
John Bergin: What was the first concert you ever 
went to as a kid? 

Baz Turd: Paul Simon, Graceland Tour. It rocked. 
John Bergin: While not working on Dystopia, you 

spend your time_ 

Baz Turd: At the duck pond. 
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guitar ["Huh?" you say? Guitar pickups 
amplify sound generated near their envelope 
~ also used before; dildo courtesy of Dave 
Navarro, and drfB by Eddie Van Halen], The 
yelling into his guitar 


set ended 
pickup. 

Their latest album, Meditavolutions , as 
described by Gentry, u is a conicle enactment... 
where the beginning aspires to the end " To 
put it simply, the album's symmetricle. The 
music is directed to the center and then 
returns the listener to where it began. The 
conicle philosophy is based bn the writings of 
WB Yeats ..Known for his works with the 
dqcult and Crowley’s magickal circle, the 
Golden Dawnj which is showcased in tie 
ilusic athe iyribs 

."The album is set up like a palindrome in the 
otder of things the end : -is the beginning 
backwards. As it gets closer to the center it‘s 
more abstract The music builds towards the 
Center' (song #5). The pieces interact. Of the 
two versions of 'Revolution' (II and III) the 
seccno time it has more vocals, and the sax 
joins in,” 

i Sph i rx' and 'Objects' are ■ both 
improvisations Sphin^ is a . structured 


pof you who like to venture into the 
music&i obscurity of chaotic Jazz/Hardcore 
and haven't yet heard Iceburn , then you 
definitpfy should check out their new album, 
Medi&ydfutions on Revelation Records I 
talked^ Gentry, guitarist/vocalist, over the 
phene for an interview about the band , but 
the tap? didn't record. I was going to 
improvise an interview , but I ended up 
calling turn back For the sake of just being 
different we decided to cut ait the H umms .... T 
and yeahs. .."out of the interview and turn 
it into an article -Mr. Note 

Icebirn [b 1990] has gone through some 
configuration changes, from three piece to 
five piece to six piece (sort of like Chibkdhl 
Mac Nuggets), and currently sits as a thre|| 
piece; of; core members, but with line-dp- 
additions; The members came from various 
Hardcbre bands, most notably Insight. 
Originally The Iceburn Collective had just 
intended to pursue a higher level of 
musicianship, but the seed planted by 
listening to bands like Mahavishnu Orchard- 
various John Zorn projects (both avant-garde 
Jazz/bloise) as well as Chaos Jazz master 
Cecil Taylor (I had told Gentry about sneaking 
in at t|bKnitting Factory in NYC when Taylor 
was playing upstairs from a show by Dischord 
artists Crownhate Ruin We missed the 
Dischord band but we saw Taylor for free) 
had eventually mutated their musical style,. 
When performing the band improvises a lot, 
but also follows structure sometimes 
generated by signals or gestures; however the 
bard mainly relies on their ears, and also 
keep a few non-tradtotionaf musical surprises 
in boxes along side them When I recently 
saw The Iceburn Collective, their current 
drummer. Daniel Day. had brought out a 
bunebof percussive gadgets Gentry told me 
Day even utilizes construction nails 
percussively. Gentry on the other hand had 
pulled off a chopstick trick that was very 
impressive, as well as using a Walkman on his 


previously recorded versions of "History" and 
"Double Revolution/' which Gentry tells me 
is"two separate takes of Revolution' mixed 
together." These two are only available on the 
vinyl version. 

Iceburn is looking||iecord a whole series of 
music that was generated based on the song 
"Sphinx," and was influenced by ’50s Beat 
poet Ginsberg, "who talks about the 
Sphinxes of aluminum and concrete, which 
smashed peoples heads open and ate their 
brains and imaginations" Seven variations of 
lllllil now exist which The Iceburn 
Collective is hoping to record 

The band is planning a move to California in 
Pie near future, and have plans to release 
some live music d&lheir own yet unnamed 
label Please feel free to contact them 
through Revelation Records, ROB 5232 
Huntington BeaghyCA 92615 
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2 CDs 
2 hours 
21 bands 
low price 
get it 


'he pinnatle of 100,000 years of social evolution! 

longer in the shadow of NYC, find out what we've known for years, that 


No longer in the shadow of NYC, find out what we've known for years, that 
Long Island has some of the best hardcore bands anywhere! 

Betrayed - Cleanser - EBD - Glassjaw - Headkase - Inside - 
Justice Unknown - Leech Implant - Man Down Alone - Motive - Outrage 
- Putdown - Reach - Retribution - Silent Majority - SOE - Splinterface - 
Sub DK - Tension* - Thirty 08 - Neglect (unreleased track) 


^/Western 
31assic"^^k 


t/tjqne oftheAb oue 

I J Music 

PO Box 654 Farmingville, NY 11738 USA 
ph 516 737-3867 fax 516 737-9372 
$14 ppd paid money order only "None of the Above" 
distributors and stores get in touch 





















BY RICH 


Just call him Chase, no first name. no last 
name; the people who need to know, the people 
who should know, always seem to. Chase is 
the first "contact" (for want of a better word), 
that I made at a record label, under the guise of 
publisher about six years ago Soon after I 
began speaking to him. Chase became label 
manager for Re-Constriction Records, an 
Industrial arm of Cargo that has released 
maverick projects like Vampire Rodents and the 
more accessible 16 Volt In addition to Re-Con. 
Chase has also released a series of comps on 
his own If It Moves . label, featuring acts like 
Chemlab and Stabbing Westward before they 
made it. well...big. Anyway. Chase had a 
showcase during this past CMJ Music Marathon 
and I didn't get there; consider this long overdue 
piece my penance -Rich 

Under the Volcano: When you were originally 
hired by Cargo, were they already releasing 
electronic music, or did you have a hand in 
convincing them to get involved with it? 

Chase: Actually, I got involved with Cargo 
because I was working at a radio station and I 
got serviced by Cargo. They had licensed a 
Belgian Industrial label named KK Records, and 
I got the record at the station and it turned out 
that they didn’t have anybody at the label who 
was promoting it who knew the music. And then 
I came over and I applied and they gave me the 
job and I started doing KK promotion for clubs. 
We were doing pretty mediocre with KK releases 
and I suggested the idea of starting a domestic 
label and they said, "You can put out a band. If it 
does well you can keep signing, and if they 
bomb, well, you had your shot." It turned out that 
Diatribe, my first signing, did really well, and that 
was all she wrote. 


UTV: So how long has Re-Constriction been in 
existence at this point? 

Chase: Well, if you look at my new sampler CD 
it's called, My 10 Year Anniversary, but there is 
a little asterisk next to the "10" and the asterisk 
has an "equals" sign next to it that is a "5," so it's 
actually been around since '91. 

UTV: What duties do you actually have at the 
label 9 Are you considered he label manager? 
Chase: I do everything but write the 
checks...Advertising, radio, clubs, publicity, tour 
promotion, A&R, envelopes stuffing... 

UTV: You've been hesitant to use the term 
"Industrial" to describe the sound of the label, 
going as far as even coining the phrase "Torture 
Tech"... 

Chase: As soon as I became a member of the 
genre I strived to be innovative with how to define 
it. The first term I coined was "Torture Tech" 
back when I released my first album, Torture 
Tech Overdrive on my If It Moves... label. But 
that used to be my big campaign. I used to try 
and update the whole scene by creating new tag 
lines, and I've done "Compucore," "Digicore," and 
"Synthcore.'' Since "Torture Tech," "Synthcore" 
has been the most popular one I've coined, but 
the end result is, I can talk to any rivethead out 
there, and the minute I say "Industrial" they 
always know exactly what I'm referring to in the 
context of what v/e're discussing. So, it's almost 
been sort of a pointless campaign. 

UTV: "Rivethead" is also one you've coined, 
right 9 

Chase: Actually, no, that wasn't one I coined but 
it's certainly one I've popularized through my 
literature and through my releases. I came 
across somebody else who called people 
rivetheads, and come to think of it, I haven't 
heard from her in decades 
UTV: Who was that? 


Chase: Just somebody I met in San Francisco 
briefly. She used the word "rivethead," I slapped 
it on a release, and next thing I know it's poppin' 
up all over the place. 

UTV: When you say that you met her briefly... 
did it involve dinner? 

Chase: Not at all. Trust me, if I was trying to 
create a subtle innuendo with a romantic fling, it 
wouldn't be an innuendo. It would be blatant. 
UTV: You had also started your own label, If It 
Moves. . as you said What are some of the 
advantages and disadvantages you see when 
you compare managing someone else's label and 
owning and operating your own? It does seem 
that Re-Constriction is the career and If It 
Moves... is the hobby. 

Chase: The advantages of working for somebody 
else? [laughs] It's their money, their funding, and 
with If It Moves... it's all out of my own pocket. 
UTV: But also too then with If It Moves... you'd 
get to keep the whole profit. 

Chase: Right, this is true I'm sure the day will 
come when I'm my own entity, but at this point 
the bands are getting distributed well and I'm 
enjoying what I'm doing, so I don't have any 
problems at this point. 

UTV: How many releases do you have at this 
point? 

Chase: I've released 23 CDs on Re-Constriction, 
24 if you include singles, and then four on If It 
Moves.. So yeah, about 28 CDs I’ve put out with 
about 10 lined up. 

UTV: Especially on your own label you've 
featured higher profile acts on The Cyberflesh 
Conspiracy. It seems that if you could get people 
like Jared from Chemlab involved with side 
projects on your own label, what prevents 
somebody like Jared going over to Re- 
Constriction full-time? 

Chase: Well, Jared has Fifth Colvmn. He works 
with his own label. 

UTV: Fifth Colvmn was in existence that long 
though? 

Chase: Fifth Colvmn was in existence longer 
than Re-Constriction was in a way. Basically, 
Chemlab had their CD out right before The 
Cyberflesh Conspiracy came out, but it wasn't 
really much a label as it was really just Chemlab, 
or at least that's what I was led to believe. Time 
went on after that and they started picking things 
up, now look where they are 
UTV: On your own releases you've had a lot of 
people before they became well known. You’ve 
had Stabbing Westward, you've had Raw Dog. I 
think that was Ogre [from Skinny Puppy]... 
Chase: Yeah it was Ogre, Dave Ogilvie, and 
Rose Ogilvie, Dave's wife 
UTV: Do you think that's always the case, that 
somebody has a larger concern at stake and that 
they happen to like you, get along with you, and 
contribute something to a comp you're putting 
out? 

Chase: Nah...After I signed Diatribe, which was 
my first signing I was debating between 16 Volt 
and Stabbing Westward. I wanted them both but 
the label was sc new we didn't have the finances. 

I approached them both, and 16 Volt signed up 
pretty quickly and at the time they only had a few 
demo tapes out, and Stabbing Westward, we 
were in negotiations, and then Roadrunner came 
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around and obviously they could offer more than 
we could basically because Cargo was new 
when it came to financing Industrial projects so 
they didn't want to put a lot of money into it. 
Roadrunner came around and started wining and 
dining Stabbing Westward, and then Sony came 
along and wind them and dined them even 
more . and now you hear them on commercials. 
Odaly enough, once negotiations fell through with 
us and Stabbing Westward I never heard from 
them again It wasn't on a bad note either; they 
just passed on my contract then sort of 
disappeared 

UTV: Could you discuss the approximate number 
of the average sale of a Re-Constriction release? 
Chase: Oh sure, I could easily say. 

UTV: Okay, but would you? 

Chase: Oh, [acting surprised] well I think the 
way it works with the numbers is basically, the 
distribution chains that are available to all the 
Industrial labels are pretty much the same, until 
now at least, with Cargo. And basically with new 
releases, most of these labels, including our own, 
with an unknown band, move anywhere between 
1,000 and 5,000 units. But there are bands that 
go lower than that and there are bands that go 
higher than that. Switchblade Symphony, which 
is cn Cleopatra, Soundscanned around 8,000 
units. Everything averages between 1,000 and 
5.000 units through independent distribution 
channels for Industrial labels. There is the 
occasional band who, based on hype generated 
exceeds that, and Switchblade Symphony is an 
example of that 

UTV: What are some of the things that you look 


for in a band that signs to Re-Con? 

Chase: Uh...a 51" TV! Well, the defining 
characteristic I look for in any project is that they 
have a distinctive vocal quality, which is why you 
don't see me licensing a lot of the European stuff, 
which is heavily reliant on the gravel throated 
distortion box vocal approach. If any of my 
vocalists sang on somebody else's project, I 
would say nine out of ten times I could guess 
which are in bands on my label, and it's not 
because I've been inundated with my bands for 
so long, but I think there are ceratin vocal 
tonalities that are distinct among the artists I 
sign. 

UTV: Is it simply vocals.? 

Chase: Well, also the music itself has to have 
some sort of defining characteristic or have some 
element of it that inspires me to put it out. I don't 
pt out releases based on what I think it can do, 
what I think it can sell, I put out releases based 
on what I think it good. Theoretically every label 
shou d put out what they think is good, but there 
are labels who put out stuff -- they might not 
think that it’s good, but they think it'll sell. 

UTV: Do you look with bands with previous 
releases? Do you look for bands who will tour? 
Chase: No, no. No, no, no. If a band tours it's 
gonna help their sales, and I encourage my 
bands to tour, and if a band has previous 
releases and they’re good, that’s also beneficial. 
But, f I found a band that had never put out any 
previous material and sat in the studio all day and 
I found a mediocre band who had eight releases 
I go for the great one. And, in some cases, that 
might be Collide! 


UTV: You're also the person that's credited with 
discovering Vampire Rodents... 

Chase: I don't know if that's good or bad. 

UTV: They're on Fifth Colvmn now? They just 
released something called Gravity's Rim. 

Chase: Basically, Vampire Rodents are on of the 
most prolific bands in the genre, and I love 'em -- 
it's one of those scary things about me. I love the 
Rodents, and because they have so much 
material out, and it's not the most lucrative band 
you could have on your label, even though they're 
contractually on Re-Constriction, I let them go 
and put out their music wherever they want. I 
want them to have their music out, I want them to 
be happy. And that's one of the other aspects of 
my label; I don't want any bands on my label if 
they don't want to be there, and with Vampire 
Rodents I have some of their music lined up for 
the future as well.m so there's enough Rodents 
to go around 

UTV: Do you still need vocalists by the way? 
[VR's Clockseed featured several guest 
vocalists. I wanna be one -Rich] 

Chase: You're still trying to get on there, huh?. 
You never sent a track of you doing your vocals. 
UTV: I had heard that they were doing something 
on Fifth Colvmn so I thought they were nixed. 
Chase: You can't even make it out to the Re- 
Constriction showcase [during the CMJ Music 
Marathon], Why would I want you on a Re- 
Constriction release? 

UTV: Oh, the pain' THE PAIN! THIS IS MY 
PENANCE DAMNIT! Actually this interview is 
something I've been meaning to do for a looong 
time. What are some of your latest releases? 
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Some things you wanna talk about, some things 
you wanna. PLUG?! 

Chase: Why do I have to do all the work? 

UTV: Has there ever been a time that you've 
really kicked yourself in the ass? 

Chase: Actually there's a number. The band that 
I regret not working with is Acumen, because I 
really like a lot of the stuff they've done on Fifth 
Colvmn. Let's see. I'd say that 90% of the bands 
that have turned up on other labels in the US 
have come through my door at some point, from 
Dessau to Battery, to what have you. Battery is 
a band, while I didn’t care for their early material 
as much, once they had Maria on vocals it really 
took off I think that what they do now is really 
incredible, so obviously I regret that, but I might 
e working with Maria in the future. Hate Dept, 
when they first were shopping their stuff I was 
waffling on a lot of their material and they were 
waffling on the label, and he wanted a bigger deal 
and I wanted an overall better album, and then 
for whatever reason he put it out somewhere else 
[on 21st Circuitry] and that was all she wrote. 
Siebold, he's great though. 

UTV: Are there any problems that you encounter 
that are specific to this type of music? 

Chase: The problem isn't isn't a specific one, but 
it goes to all genres. . .One thing I notice, I read a 
lot of reviews, and whenever people review 
Industrial bands, not just ones on my label, I read 
the reviews to see what they have to say, and 
people are so easy to write off Industrial bands 
as clones and derivative of he Skinny Puppys 
and the Ministrys and the Nine Inch Nails and 
leave it at that, whereas a new Indie Rock or 


Punk band comes out they might say, "Sounds 
like Green Day," or whatever, ad then they'll find 
out what's good about it. When reviewers critique 
other genres of music they're compelled to 
compare it but analyze it on a more critical level 
The reason they don't do that with Industrial is 
mainly because, other than their comparisons 
that's all they know about what they're touching 
So, "It sounds like Skinny Puppy, we don't really 
know any other band so we can't go beyond 
that. ’ [laughs] One of the main problems is 
touring because nobody wants to go out with 
another unknown band, so they're all waiting with 
KMFDM to pick them up because it seems a lot 
of the more popular Industrial bands have a lot of 
frienos in the small time bands, so all these small 
bands think that because they're connected that 
they'll go on tour with them. But what happens is, 
the bigger Industrial bands go on tour with bigger 
indie bands or bigger other genre bands, but 
usually ones that have a bigger label or a bigger 
budget. So, a lot for Industrial bands never seem 
to get on the road. They're all waiting for that 
KMFDM tour. A perfect example: Diatribe is 
friends with the guys from KMFDM and they 
wanted to do a tour together, and KMFDM was 
really game for it, but KMFDM has somebody 
else who sets up their tours, and they put 
Chainsaw Kittens on their tour. Two shows into 
the tcur Chainsaw Kittens got kicked off, so that 
shows you how well that worked out Diatribe did 
eventually get to do some shows with KMFDM 
and Sister Machine Gun. 

UTV: How would you assess the current state of 
electronic music? Is it stagnant? Is Marilyn 


Manson really just the New York Dolls 
worshipping Satan, or are they something truly 
viable? 

Chase: Using them as an example is whole 
different discussion, because I really don't put 
them in with what I'm doing, or what a lot of the 
other labels are doing. I mean, they're basically 
another one of those cheesy Metal acts with 
some keyboards thrown in, and that really 
doesn't sum up the digital underground. I do see 
a lack of innovation in the Industrial genre; it goes 
across the board. It's always been few and far 
between finding somebody who does something 
totally left of center, yet still accessible to people 
in the center. That's why I find the Rodents so 
appealing; it's not that it's a phenomenal band, 
it's that it's phenomenally different. 

UTV: Who is the consumer of Re-Constriction 
Records? 

Chase: Well, for the most part Catholic school 
girls are the target audience, but we also open 
our arms to orphans and immigrants. 

UTV: In closing, do you have any thoughts on 
Adrienne Barbeau? 

Chase: Well, where should we start? Let's 
see...Well, she got topless in Swamp Thing , but 
it was kind of a hazy footage...She was looking 
kinda sexy in Escape From New York, but once 
she had all the blood all over her face it kind of 
turned me off. And then sh got killed in the cab 
going across the bridge. She made sort of a 
comeback in Back to School with Rodney 
Dangerfield, she was kinda funny. Of course, she 
is the straight woman to Rodney's jokes. 
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Flipper: It’s a play on the word “tribadism" 
which is . ummm, God, now I’m forgetting 
after all these years' It's basically to hump 
against something and to have an orgasm. 
But, it’s also in the dictionary as a natural 
vice between two women Kind of like an 
old, old-fashioned slang for dyke. 

UTV: Really? 

Flipper: Yeah. Tricky, huh'? 

UTV: Wow. . . I never would have thought of 
that 1 

Flipper: Oh, I know 1 It’s like from way back 
in the Eighteenth Century or whatever. 
UTV: When the band started, did you intend 
to base it on sexual preference or was it 
coincidence? 


Here it is: I had 15 minutes to interview one 
of the most interesting and controversial 
bands around and in my hand was a page ful 
of questions that I wasn’t sure were going to 
get answered Well, Tribe 8's guitarist. 
Flipper answered every question in the few 
minutes she could spare and it turned out 
almost as great as their new full-length on 
Alternative Tentacles, Snarkism What the 
heck does Snarkism” mean? And what in 
tarnation is a “Tribe 8”? For answers to 
these and other fine questions, read on. - 
Melanie 


Under the Volcano: All right, since we’ve 
only got 15 minutes, we’ll start right now. 


Typical question -- who does what 9 
Flipper: There’s Lynn Breedlove, who is the 
main vocalist; Slade Bellum is the drummer, 
Lynn Pain is bass guitar, Leslie Mah is 
guitar, and me, Lynn Flipper, also guitar. 
UTV: Okay, and how did you guys meet? 
Flipper: We met...the singer [Breedlove] 
and I met when we were quitting drugs and 
had a lot of energy and didn't know what to 
do with it and I played, like, three chords on 
guitar and she had a bunch of lyrics that 
she was always singing and so we played 
for somebody’s party We hadn't played 
before, I didn’t have any equipment.... It 
was really just kind of a joke and Leslie 
[guitarist] was there, and we had so much 
fun doing it that we asked her to come, to 
play with us and then we got a couple of 
other people. Pretty much everybody knew 
at what they were doing and started 
rehearsing. It kind of started as a fluke, 
really. 

UTV: That’s neat. Now, why did you name 
the band Tribe 8? 


Flipper: It was just us. I mean, like, if you 
think of a heterosexual boy band, they get 
together and they sing about drugs and girls 
and broken hearts and anti-cops. That's 
kind of what we did, but we happen to be 
dykes. All our songs about love were about, 
you know, girls. 

UTV: Snarkism is your second full-length. 
What is the major difference that you see 
between this album and Fist City ? 

Flipper: There’s a lot more new stuff and 
there’s a lot more Ska and Funk kind of 
creeping into the songwriting. 

UTV: It’s a lot more melodic. How did you 
come up with the title for Snarkism ? 
Flipper: I guess it really is a word, an 
English word. We're very sarcastic, you 
know, very much into tongue-in-cheek, over 
the top humor and after a long, hard bunch 
of tours we just sort of adopted that word 
and the attitude of being "snarky" and not 
taking things too seriously It just stuck, it 
seemed to be us, “snarky." We just used it 
because of that. 
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UTV: What was the inspiration for the song 
Tranny Chaser"? 

Flipper: Well, Lynnie is in love with drag 
queens She wants to have sex with them, 
she wants to fuck them up the butt, and she 
should be on a talk show about it because 
she loves drag queens and she's a dyke' 
So, she’s very confused No, she's not 
really, ‘cause she just loves them. 

UTV: Who do you think is the hottest babe 
in rock? 

Flipper: Uh-oh, there’s so many. Damn' 
UTV: Give me your "Top Five." 

Flipper: A "Top Five"? Oh, shit' Ahhhh, 
boy, here we go. Goddamn, you’re gonna 
put me on the spot. All the girls in 7 Year 
Bitch, L7, and Lunachicks, and, I don't 
know There’s a lot. There’s a lot of little 
bands that you won’t know who I’m talking 
about 

UTV: What about the big rock stars, like KD 
Lang'? 

Flipper: Not my type [laughter], 

UTV: What about Melissa Etheridge'? 
Flipper: Not really my type either [more 
laughter] 1 I’d have to say I’m more into the 
rocKer chick thing than anything, yeah But, 
they're great, I mean, it’s not a put down, it’s 
not my speed 

UTV: Have you guys ever been violently 
attacked at a show because of your sexual 
preference? 


Flipper: No, we haven’t. I mean, there’s 
been a few hecklers and usually they can’t 
hold up against us ‘cause we’re pretty quick 
to respond and we kind of thrive on it. If 
there's some jerk in the audience, it's kind of 
exciting for us, ‘cause you know, we’re on 
stage and we have the mics and we get to, 
like, out-do them pretty easily. We had only 
one incident when we opened for NOFX in 
Oakland a long time ago where some guys, 
it was, like, five guys who were moshing to 
every song, but in between every song they 
yelled, “Fucking dykes' Blah-blah-blah!” 
One of them grabbed our bass player by the 
legs, or he tried to grab her crotch and she 
threw down her bass and jumped in the pit 
and beat him up. 

UTV: Cool' Now, do you consider 
yourselves Riot Grrls'? I mean, you castrate 
penises on stage and stuff 
Flipper: No, we wouldn’t, but we are very 
much in support of that. We just wouldn't 
really categorize us as Riot Grrls because, 

I don’t know It’s just that's a different thing 
and it's a whole networking thing, but we're 
totally into it, you know, and really in 
support of it and I think because of Riot 
Grrls there's a lot more girl bands that we 
get to play with, so we’re very excited about 
that. But, I mean, we'd be more like “Riot 
Hags" 1 We passed the “grrl" stage; We re all 
old, you know? 


UTV: Has playing topless live ever caused 
the band any problems? 

Flipper: Yeah, all the time. It’s amazing, 
really, beacause you think that things have 
progressed so far, but it’s really true that 
women can’t show their bodies unless it’s 
like men are paying money for it. You know, 
it’s not the club's fault, it’s the law and 
there’s not much you can do about it. 

UTV: You played the Womyn’s Music 
Festival in Michigan. How'd that go'? 
Flipper: Yeah, we just got back from that. It 
was really, really good. I mean, two years 
ago it was a few, a handful of people had 
protested us based on rumor more than 
knowing anything about us and it was sort 
of a new era of music that would be called 
Womyn’s Music that was not folky or 
anything entering into the Michigan Festival. 
So, this time, two years later, it wasn’t a big 
deal. There was lots and lots of people, 
there was, like, twelve- year- old kids stage 
diving, there was sixty- year- old women 
stage diving, I mean, it’s a pretty unique 
setting in that you could get that wide an 
age difference at the show because people 
bring their kids and stuff. So, it was really, 
really good. It was really fun . They just 
called us. I think the woman really wanted 
to bring more varied kinds of music to the 
festival. I mean, over time the gay and 
lesbian movement is really short, right? And 
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so, you know there’s been queer people 
forever, the movement itself is really young 
and so there’s different generations and every 
generation has its thing. It’s sort of like you 
don’t want to be what your parents were, so 
there’s sort of a rebellion within the gay and 
lesbian movement of like "This is my music, 
that’s not my music.” And I think what they’re 
trying to do at Michigan is bring those 
together which is pretty cool, because then 
there's more of a sense of history. You know, 
instead of having to reject everything that 
happened before, but it's also good to have 
options for younger queer people that are into 
punk and rock. It’s really good for them to 
have that represented. Otherwise they have 
to go to all the straight bands and that’s okay 
and that’s fun. but it's really nice to go and 
hear yourself represented on stage. It makes 
you feel a lot bigger in a room, you know? 
You have a place. So, that’s really important 
UTV: You met Luke Skywalker from 2 Live 
Crew, what was that like'? 

Flipper: Yeah, we did! [laughter] That was 
pretty funny 1 The woman that brought us was 
a very smart, on-top-of-it young producer and 
I think she really brought women on the show 
to challenge Luke. And it wasn’t really hard to 
challenge Luke 1 1 mean, whatever the hype is, 
he's who he is and he represents a lot of 
things as far as anti-censorship and stuff. And 
the sexism stuff I don't know a lot about but I 
think it’s like . I think there’s a lot of hype 


around it and it was weird, I mean, we were 
flown out there [Florida], we went on this three 
hour Hip-Hop cruise thing and we were 
definately the only outwardly queer people but 
a couple of the dancers came up to us and 
said that they were bi or they were dykes and 
so we hung out with them and talked with 
them It was very much a party setting and so 
we kind of were like, you know, just not 
knowing what was gonna happen, and he 
finally got around to interviewing us and he 
asked us about the record and stuff and then, 
of course, he went right to the sex, you know. 
"How do you like to have sex? Blah-blah- 
blah. ..." And we just wouldn't take him serious 
and we were pretty much just raunchy right 
back at him Like, we quoted a 2 Live Crew 
song to say how we liked to have sex to put it 
back at him. And then we were just teasing 
him beacause he’s got all these naked 
women and we were like, "Why don’t you strip 
for us, Luke?" 

UTV: Yeah, I heard he wouldn’t show you his 
dick, right'? He’s a prude. 

Flipper: He wouldn’t unless we gave him 
blowjobs and we said, "Sure, man. We’ll give 
you a blowjob, but you have to give us a 
blowjob." And we were all packing, we were 
all wearing strap-ons. So, we all did a quick, 
informal circle jerk around Luke. I don’t know 
if he knew what to make of it 1 But the crowd 
was totally into it 'cause we kept up verbally 
with him. I think people were just having a 


good time. It took a lot of the awkwardness 
out of the situation Everybody in the band 
has different opines, but I though it was 
great that we were there. You know, we just 
sort of slip through the cracks. We fit in and 
don’t fit in .so m,any different areas. It’s kind of 
interesting to see how we do at. like, a 
Womyn's Festival and then the 2 Live Crew 
thing, and then we play some clubs and it’s all 
hardcore, rocker boys and we kind of play to 
all different crowds. That's the best thing 
about it. 

UTV: Are you guys touring now? 

Flipper: We’re gonna go on tour in October 
and on the 21st were gonna be at the 
Mercury Lounge [NYC], 

UTV: Last question. Where do you see the 
next album taking you guys musically? 
Flipper: A lot of the focus of the band is live 
and we get up there and have a fun time and 
that’s a big part of it and the theatrics are a big 
part of it and the mock castration stuff is 
really, I think, important. I think it’s just that 
now we want to focus more on the music 
standing on its own. And I would imagine 
there would be more metal and funk brought 
into the next album. It seems to be with the 
new songs we've written so far it seems to be 
the direction that we’re going in. 

UTV: Well, good luck on tour. 

Flipper: And just make me sound smart and 
intelligent! 

UTV: I didn’t have to do that. - 
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Troma Inc. have been subverting Hollywood Film 
standards for 25 years now and thankfully so. While 
the media elite try to concoct new ways of 
showcasing their latest lamebrain efforts as 
groundbreaking and cutting edge, Troma Inc. have 
paved a path that is the envy of all so called "cutting 
edge" film companies. With films like Bloodsucking 
Freaks, Toxic Avenger Class of Nuke 'Em High, 
and Surf Nazis Must Die to their credit, there is 
certainly no question about the importance of 
Troma's existence. If they weren't making these 
fUms and shattering industry standards nobody else 
would. I had a chance to chat with Noah Scalin, 
Troma's art director and chief propagandist and I 
found out a few reasons why Troma's mission of 
Peace Through Celluloid has proven so successful. 
Here's the scoopl-Groovy 

Under the Volcano: What is your name and what 
is that you do? 

Noah Scalin: Noah Scalin and I am the Art Director 
for Troma Entertainment. As Art Director my job 
basically covers graphic design for Troma's posters, 
videoboxes, advertisements, logos for films, and 
basically any other things graphically related go 
through me. Press releases, flyers, everybody's 
business card, the letter head, all came through me. 
UTV: What are some of the films, just to drop some 
names? 

Noah Scalin: I'm actually supposed to do that the 


I vhole time - that's the rule here! We just finished 
jp doing Tromeo and Juliet, which is our latest full- 
ength feature. "That one is the greatest Troma 
5 ver," I was just told over my shoulder to say! The 
poster is being printed currently for it, and that will 
eventually be coming into theaters hopefully soon 


and then it will also be on video after that. Right now 
fn video stores -- actually coming up - is a film 
called Bugged, also a film called Frostbiter, both 
which boxes I designed, and Cannibal the Musical 
is just in stores now. Which is probably, I'd say, my 
second favorite Troma movie ever! Second only, of 
course, to Tromeo and Juliet. Only 'cause I'm in it. 
UTV: What part do you play? 

Noah Scalin: Well, I have the lonely cameo role 
somewhere in the background. When me and my 
pals are watching it I go "There I am! I'm in the 
comer!" That’s about it. I also designed the logo and 
the poster for it. So I get credits in the end, which is 
the important part, of course! So when you watch 
them scroll in the end you go "I know that guy!" My 
parents are so proud. 

UTV: Are they? Did you send them a copy of the 
tape? 

Noah Scalin: They watched it and were "Well we 
saw you! We saw your name!" 

UTV: That’s cool. 

Noah Scalin: My mom said "It’s okay." That's about 
as much as I can expect. 

UTV: How did you initially get involved with Troma? 
Noah Scalin: Well, t was a student at New York 
University, and I needed an internship. I was a big 
fan of sort of offbeat movies and I'd been watching 
Troma movies for a long time. I had seen Toxic 
Avengepads 1 through 3 before I even came here, 
which is a bit of a feat. So I was like, "I’m a huge fan 


and I'd love to be an intern here," and of course they 
said, "Okey-dokey." So, I worked here the last 
semester of my senior year, and then after I did that, 
they let me come with them to the Cannes Film 
Festival as an intern. When I graduated school, I 
went away for about a year working, and they called 


me up and asked me "Do you want a full-time job?" 
and I went "Yes!" I started as the assistant for the 
marketing director, then my position slowly 
transformed, or should I say... mutated? You have to 
use the Troma-tic terms! I was thoroughly 
troma-tized, so here I am today. 

UTV: So Troma has been around for...what’s it 
been, 20 years? 

Noah Scalin: No, no, 25 now, or it's on it's way. It 
was started by Lloyd Kaufman and Michael Herz 
right after they graduated from Yale, and here they 
are today in a lonely Hell's Kitchen walk up. We do 
have the distinction of having our own building, 
which most film companies can't say they have. 
UTV: So it's not quite Hollywood is what you’re 
saying? 

Noah Scalin: Specifically not; on purpose not 
Hollywood. They’re New Yorkers tried and true. 
They're proud to make most of their films in the New 
York Tri State area, and support the scene! DIY 
man! 

UTV: [laughs] I was actually just going to say that 
Troma are a good example that a film company can 
exist and be DIY and independent without having to 
get the okay from Robert Redford or somebody else 
of that magnitude, who seems to be very Hollywood. 
Noah Scalin: Absolutely, and on purpose! Lloyd is 
a big proponent of the little guy beating the system 
and he's always believed that. You can see that 
aesthetic in Toxic Avenger very clearly.-Or a film like 
Troma's War, and even in Tromeo and Juliet. The 
theme that always runs through it is that the little 
guy, the individual, can beat the big corporate evil 
baddies and win out in the end. Hopefully that's true. 
They've succeeded to that extent. I think we’ve all 
figured that we're probably the only remaining 
independent film studio in America, possibly the 
world, that has not either been eaten up by some 
large corporation that just has the name, or has just 
completely folded. 

UTV: I guess the success of "Peace through 
Celluloid" has prevailed. 

Noah Scalin: Absolutely, and happily so. For people 
who like their movies on the edge of everything. 
That’s what we like to say about Tromeo and Juliet. 
The tagline is "Body Piercing. Kinky Sex 
Dismemberment. The Things That Made 
Shakespeare Great" and at the same time it's what 
made Troma great and independent films great. The 
fact that the big companies are afraid to do that kind 
of stuff. It takes someone like Quentin Tarentino to 
make Reservoir Dogs, and people suddenly go "Oh 
wait, yeah this can work." He’s a huge Troma fan! 
We have photos of him wearing all his Troma stuff. 
He used to come here and hang out. He even 
borrowed stuff idea wise in some of his films. There 
are definitely plays to some of the Toxic Avenger. 
UTV: A better story is if you say he came here and 
clogged up the toilet! 

Noah Scalin: Uhhhh ... maybe. 

UTV: In one of the videos you had sent, Lloyd was 
saying he even allowed the pizza guy to contribute to 
the directorial process. 

Noah Scalin: Well, basically, that’s the idea. Lloyd 
is sitting right down here. The office is open, there's 
no dividers between anybody, and we’re all 
constantly yelling at each other, and in the proces^ 
everybody gets a hand in it, the guy who is making 
copies of the films right down to the guy who is 
delivering the paper. They stop in and hear what's 
going on. Lloyd is willing to listen and that's what’s 
important about him. Also, unlike in a corporation, 
everybody has a hand in everything. We’re all 
participants. An intern who comes to work here 
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poesn't just get coffee all day long, which they 
would do at a big studio. Here, in a week they 
could be on the set in charge of god knows what 
UTV: I guess that's a secret of the success as 
kill? 

Noah Scalin: People get their start that way. They 
can say they sort of went through the Troma 
bootcamp and they come out into the world ready 
to take it on. This is all coming from the art 
director's point of view. 

UTV: How did you talk Lemmy into appearing in 
Tromeo and Juliet ? 

Noah Scalin: He's a terrific guy. We found out he 
Was in town while we were filming Tromeo and 
Juliet. We were immediately like, "We'll work him 
jn. We've got to!" We had a connection with his 
agent. We met the guy, totally friendly! I don't know 
ff I'm supposed to say it but he did it for free. Then 
we all went to see Motorhead play the next night. 
Totally great experience. Lucky break for us too, 
'cause now we have a big star! 

UTV: I thought he gave the film that Allistair Sims 
Masterpiece Theater quality to it. 

Noah Scalin: Absolutely. It's the British accent. It 
makes everything classy! 

UTV: You should've talked him into wearing a 
tuxedo and that would've definitely took it over. 
Noah Scalin: I don’t know; Lemmy has his own 
wardrobe. 

UTV: He's a pretty good actor as well. 

Noah Scalin: Definitely rivals the performance of 
Lee Ving or something. 

UTV: Oh god! [laughs] At the time of it's release... 
this is a horrible transition [laughs].... 

Noah Scalin: Burblely-burb-berp. 

UTV: At the time of it's release, Toxic Avenger II 
was considered Troma's biggest film as far as 
budget and location were concerned. Does that still 
hold today, or has it been topped? 

Noah Scalin: I think the biggest budget we had 
was Sgt. Kabukiman NYPD , which was just in 
theaters in May. That one was our biggest budget. 
What's interesting, I think, is the budget doesn't 
have to necessarily make the film. Like Tromeo 
and Juliet , which is pretty low budget, is a really 
great film. I really love that film. Kabukiman is also 
a very good film. Money doesn't make a better film. 
I think that’s what's important abput Troma, is that 
we say, "Look, we can make a good film for less 
money." Some companies spend millions and 
millions just on advertising alone for a blockbuster 
film. We don't even have that much to spend on 
the next film. At the same time I think we come up 
with a better product, which people like! 
Interestingly, we retain some integrity, creative 
integrity, when they have to sell out to whoever 
pays them the most for sponsorship. 

UTV: So you won't be making a Watenworld 
sometime soon? 

Noah Scalin: Thankfully no! Actually, Kevin 
Costner will be coming back our way soon. He was 
in a couple of films we distribute Shadows Run 
Black and Sizzle Beach USA. Now that his 
approval rating has gone down, he might be 
coming back to our doors. 

UTV: Get a little more streetwise? 

Noah Scalin: Exactly! 

UTV: What does an average film cost? Are you 
allowed to say? 

Noah Scalin: Uh... I don't know what I'm 
supposed to be able to say. It ranges from way, 


way under a million, to I think, the largest was five 
million. It sounds like a lot of money to me, but not 
by any standard compared to Hollywood. It’s a 
mere fraction. These films make back their money. 
You spend hundreds of millions of dollars on a film, 
God knows when you're going to make that back. 
You gotta pay their stars their hundreds of millions. 
UTV: How do you put into terms a measure of 
success? 

Noah Scalin: The Troma films, the ones that 
Lloyd directed. You got the Toxic Avenger series, 
Troma's War. You got the early teen sex comedies 
they did, like Squeeze Play , Stuck on You , 
Waitress. Look at those, they definitely were not 
about what's popular. It was about what he wanted 
to make. Forging new ground! Even in a film like 
Tromeo and Juliet. Obviously if he was out there 
just to make money, we'd be making different films, 
it's that simple. We’re making what we want to 
make, and hopefully after that fact the money will 
follow. So far we've been proven right. 

UTV: What criteria do you have for a script to be 
approved? 

Noah Scalin: Most of 'em are written in house. 
The ones we do ourselves, Lloyd is usually the 
principal writer. Also, James Gunn, who co-wrote 
Tromeo and Juliet. It's right here, we're all able to 
put our hand in it. People just bounce ideas off of 
each other. The marketing director is sitting right 
here and I'm sitting right here. I’m working on a 
poster for that film and we're still talking about 
editing for it. There is a lot more control here about 
what's going on A lot more freedom. 

UTV: That seems really cool. You hear a lot of 
major film horror stories. You hear about how 
certain directors have to compromise because 
certain shareholders are behind a film. I know this 
is a horrible example, but Pump Up the Volume , 
none of the majors wanted to touch that script and 
it was pretty candy coated! 

Noah Scalin: Pretty tame! Tromeo and Juliets 
got an actual nipple piercing. Nobody else is doing 
that. With the popularity of stuff like Pulp Fiction , 

I think you're going to see that films like Tromeo 
and Juliet aren't going to be so obscdfe in a few 
years. The same people who are saying "That's too 
bizarre!" will be able to touch our films. More than 
worrying about investors is worrying about the 
MPAA because our films on the whole are unrated 
because if they were they'd be X - NC-17, they 
don’t do X anymore. So, then we're stuck with 
these films because theaters don't play films that 
don't have a rating. Major video chains won't carry 
films that dont have a rating. They’re afraid of films 
that are NC-17. A major studio can push their film 
through that’s got plenty of blood and guts. All of a 
sudden, it's a major, it's got to be okay. They can 
go right through. We have to sit here barking at 
doors. Respect the independent equally! This is 
where the new and original ideas come from. How 
do you think Hollywood gets it's new ideas? They 
watch what comes out from the independents. 
UTV: I think there have been five variations of a 
Tarentino that have come out in the past year. 
Noah Scalin: I'm sure he wouldn't have gotten 
anywhere if he had tried to get a major studio to 
begin with. He just did it, he did his thing. More 
power to him! 

UTV: Who's idea was it to take Toxie and turn him 
into a TV cartoon character? 

Noah Scalin: Of course that would be Lloyd 


Kaufman. He's the mastermind. What’s great about 
this character, here is something that can go from 
this amazing movie with decapitations and turn it 
into a very popular children's television character, 
toys, and internationally knowft. A powerful 
statement that was made with the Toxic Avenger 
films and the characters was the fact that people 
were lining up to have products with Toxic 
Crusader on it. 

UTV: Is that still going on over seas at all? 

Noah Scalin: Yeah, it is shown in some foreign 
countries and we're working on possibly a fuU- 
length Toxic Crusaders film. 

UTV: I've noticed the foreign market tends to be 
more accepting of stuff like that than the American 
market. 

Noah Scalin: Absolutely. There is a lot more 
money to be made in terms of video. The foreign 
market has a broader range of taste. They're more 
willing to be experimental and try out something 
different. They’re also not as prudish. We've got 
absolutely puritan values in this country that are 
left over in the middle of violence on television and 
bloodbaths shown in the news stories. You still 
can't use certain words. It's ridiculous the 
backwards morality we have here. 

UTV: /77V News wins awards for it's riot and 
dismemberment footage. 

Noah Scalin: You have people shooting each 
other daily. Handguns can't be controlled, but we 
can certainly keep you from looking at low budget 
special effects! 

UTV: Some of the characters have crossed over 
into comic book characters as well. 

Noah Scalin: That's true. There was the Toxic 
Cmsaders and Toxic Avengers comic books. Both 
were done by Marvel. There was also a comic book 
called Frostbiter that we turned into a film of the 
same name, oddly enough! Which is actually 
coming out on video pretty soon 
UTV: Cool! 

Noah Scalin: Actually, the thing that has been 
really great for us is the World Wide Web. We 
have our website that we set up and we got a better 
idea of who's out there fanwise It gets a hundred 
hits a day and it's like, "Wow, here are the people 
who really like our films." All the MPAA and the 
majors, everybody we have to fight constantly. 
Here are our fans saying "We love you!" A guy 
showed us he had a Troma tattoo. I was like 
"Wow!" These people are committed to us. That's 
great to know. You can get disillusioned. Here's the 
great equalizer medium. We can be on there and 
Warner Brothers can be on there, and our website 
is better than theirs! Better than most peoples 
sites. We were rated top 5% of all websites by 
Pointcom. So there you are, the great equalizer! 
We have a huge site, lots of information. Fans 
giving us tons of praise. It's an interesting new way 
to get our message across. Our website has a part 
that sells stuff, but it says "blatantly crass 
commercialism" on the top. Everybody else has 
these websites and you look at 'em and obviously 
it's not really about caring for the fans. 

UTV: I think the whole response to the website is 
that it makes you look more approachable as a 
company. Hollywood definitely has this giant wall 
built around it. 

Noah Scalin: Oh yeah! There's a little message 
section on our website and anyone who writes us 
gets a personal message back Usually from 
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ames Gunn, a screenwriter How many 
screenwriters write you back from a major film 
company? It's not going to happen. They're going 
to get some schlump, if anybody, if they don't send 
some stock reply. There's a kid who started a fan 
website and we send him pictures. Nobody is 
starting a fan website for a major film company. 
We're more than happy to put a link up to him. We 
have a contest right now, where people can write 
he next Class of Nuke 'Em High film, Battle of the 
ikini Subhumanoids , and they're writing it! 
Everybody just submits pages as we choose them 
and they're getting 50 bucks for every two pages. 

I think for Troma Films it'll probably be the most 
xpensive screenplay we'll have purchased. That 
s our fans directly interacting with the company 
ight there! People are so excited about that. 

TV: You obviously consider the fans' reviews of 
he films more important than press reviews. 

Yoah Scalin: Absolutely. They are our most 
mportant asset because they are the people that 
e're doing this for. They’re the people that keep 
s in business. We're definitely barking up the 
..rong tree if we're not focusing on the fans. 

UTV: You don't lose sleep if Rex Reed writes a 
ad review. 

Noah Scalin: Whatever; there are reviewers that 
ave seen a million things. They're jaded! They're 
rogrammed by the media elite to like films of a 
ertain quality. Not about what the story is about, 
ut what stars are in it. They become jaded. We 
an't give them cushy leather padded seats when 
hey come to see the film, and we can't give 'em 
/hat ever hors d'oeuvres. We can serve them 
omething from the heart, and I don't think they 
now what to do with it. 
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Cannes film fest took to your films as well, because 
you offered them something from the heart? 

Noah Scalin: Well, here's a company that comes 
to the Cannes Film festival every year. We go out 
there, we have all our characters and go out and 
talk to people, have a good time! There's a good 
presence Troma makes there. We're all over the 
place, we're crazy, we're the nuttiest film company. 
Everybody is excited to see us every year. They're 
like, "What are the crazy Troma people gonna 
bring with them?" They know they're going to get 
something interesting from us, to say the least. I 
think they really look forward to us coming there. 
UTV: This is more of a personal question. What 
advice would you give to someone who has 
interest in pursuing a career in film or art? 

Noah Scalin: Obviously, for me an internship was 
a great, great help. Education of course is also 
great, but I'm not one to say you have to study 
what you're going to do. The more you know, the 
more you know, it's that easy. If you want to be the 
one that the pick out of the millions that apply for 
your job, you gotta say, "Here's why: I'm an 
individual, I got ideas, I've got something unique to 
share with you." If you have some completely off 
the wall oddball take on stuff I think people will like 
that. They go "Hey! Here’s something new and 
different. I know that's going to make my company 
fly!" Just like Troma! 

UTV: Here's where you get to pump in your crass 
commercialism! What should we expect from the 
Troma Team in the future? 

Noah Scalin: Oh, boy we got plenty of stuff in the 
works. There's a Toxie 4 in the works There’s 
obviously the Class of Nuke 'Em High Part 4 




Kabukiman NY PD will be coming to video from 
Troma Team video, which is our own video 
distribution label. Tromeo and Juliet, of course, will 
be in theaters, then on video. I have to say that 
people must watch Cannibal the Musical ! Did you 
get to see that? 

UTV: That’s one of the ones I didn't get to see. 
Noah Scalin: You have to see this film. It's a true 
cult classic. You couldn’t ask for more than a 
cannibalism musical. 

UTV: I was too busy figuring out how to play the 
Cannibal kazoo that you sent. 

Noah Scalin: A lot of people have to be told. 
UTV: I'm one of the uncoordinated. 

Noah Scalin: I guess to learn, you have to hum 
and blow at the same time, [laughs] You know how 
to hum and blow don't you? 

UTV: [laughs] I don't have any comebacks for that 


Contact Troma Films at: 

Troma Building 
733 Ninth Ave. 

New York, NY 10019 
or 

http://www.tro ma .com/home 
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A NIGHT OUT ON THE TOWN 

I had nothing to write about until last night (8-30-96). There I was, on the way 
to a "Punk Rock club called Suburbia." The reason I was going to the Suffolk 
County, Long Island club was to go and see two of my friends' bands play. 
This club is the same club that paid me good money to spin Ska and Punk last 
summer, so I knew what I was in for basically. This year it's run by a new 
bunch of posers who, funny but surely, I've never seen before at a Punk 
show, not to mention a NYC show. 

I call Marc from Pacifier and say, "Hey, Marc, put me and Verbal on the 
guest list 'cause I don't wanna give any money to this shithcle of a club. Marc 
says, "Sure," and tells me they're on at 12:00 a.m. at the Last Crime is on at 
1:00 a.m. So me and Verbal make way to the club. As we get there I have 
flashbacks of guys asking me to play Soundgarden while I am in the middle 
of playing an Agnostic Front song and got Krackdown cued up next, or the 
time the place was packed at 1:00 a m. and I decided to throw on some '60s 
Rocksteady Soul and the crowd just stopped and watched me like it was a 
joke. "Oh, no, it's no joke, idiot. You're the joke." 

We pull into the parking lot and there they were, your typical overdressed 
Gothic/Industrial fools with Skinny Puppy fans who decided that Fat Records 
was cooler than Ministry 'cause Ministry plays Metal these days. I'm standing 
outside and I hear the music from outside on the deck. They're playing Dead 
Kennedys, NOFX, Op Ivy, Propagandhi, and Hi Standard - you know, your 
basic shit, nothing exciting. (Okay, so they played AF and the Stooges later 
on) This guy who does the promoting for the show is there with his bad green 
fat mohawk (not even a good looking one, just a bad haircut) and hes like, 
"Hey you' You like Electric Frankenstein?" (I am wearing the shirt, so 
obviously I do). I just look at him like with a face that coulon't care less. He's 
like, "Well come down and see them," and I am like "No!" So he walks away 
like l am a dick or something. I go to the door with Verbal and MYK's wife-to- 
be, and give our names to the doorboy. He says, "There s no list. Meanwhile, 

I saw it just handed to him. Ron, the guitarist of Pacifier, shows up late, tells 
the same guy, "Hi, I am in the band." The guy then asks him for a band photo. 
What the fuck is that? "Yeah, I got one in my back pocket you moron. You 
want it autographed, asshole?" is what I would have said, but Ron just 
laughed. 

We finally got the shit cleared up and went to the register with my guest list 
ticket The girl is like, "$5, please " I say, "Excuse me, I'm on the band's guest 
list.' "Yeah, with that ticket it's $5." So I said, "Oh, well, he must of given us 
the wrong ticket." So I ask Joe Guest List, "Hey Buddy, you gave me the 
wrong ticket." He said, "No. Bands get two comps and unlimited reduced ' So 
I said, "So Verbal and Laurie are comp then, being we were the only three on 
the list." He said, "Wrong again." We had to pay, even MYK's fiance. How 
fuckin' stupid Now let’s see, three people on the list, two are free, one is 
reduced, so how the fuck do we all pay? Go figure. Okay, so what, it’s $5. I'll 
have the band buy me a beer or some shit. We make our way to the outside 
deck and grab a beer. I really didn’t want a drink, 'cause I didn't want to give 
money to the club. 

I was standing at the bar and some cracker with a bad baseball cap asked 


me if I liked Electric Frankenstein So now it's ridiculous. How can two people 
in the same night ask me the same question while I'm wearing their fuckin 
shirt? I'm pissed, really pissed. So I say, "No, I fuckin' hate them. Of course 
I like the band, you idiot!" He says, "You know, they're playing here.” I say, 
"Yeah, but who gives a fuck?" "You should come down and see them." I'm 
like, "Why? I can see them every other weekend at the Continental. Why 
come to this shithole where no one appreciates the bands?" Hes like, "I 
appreciate the bands. That's why we pay them good " So now I am arguing 
with this guy about Punk Rock in general. He's telling me there's a lot of talent 
out there, and all these bands should be paid big money - that band members 
should be able to quit their jobs and support their families "Yeah, and be on 
MTV, too," I’m thinking. So now he's giving me a Punk 101 lesson. Now, this 
guy has no clue and has probably never been to a good show in his life. Shit, 
he'd get killed in the city, and not even let into the PWAC. So I am arguing 
with him about music and money and how the two don't mix. I said to him, If 
you want to have shows, find a good bar or club (like there is any on LI), or 
even a warehouse, not a disco club that's got so much competition on that 
they try to market to a completely different crowd on Fridays. Do it right, don't 
mix this Gothic crap with punk rock." He tells me, "I also book all ages shows 
in Merrick." Like, if that was going to make things better. What am I, going to 
give him street cred now and say, "Okay, you pass, you understand the 
purpose of all ages shows, you're punk rock?" Finally I just walked away, 
enough of this clown. The bands played an nour later than scheduled Pacifier 
went on at 1 00 a m , and boy-o-boy was vocalist MYK pissed as hell (PLUG: 
Buy their demo, it's damn good). They rocked, but the night's highlight was the 
Last Crime. I just wished I didn't know these guys so I could really tell you how 
much I like them. It's always different when you know the band than when you 
just show up and some guys blow your ass away like no other Long Island 
band can. (PLUG: This is Long Island's best band. Watch for their song on 
the Bittersweet compilation, and possible full-length on Reservoir or some 
other label). 

The night turned out to be good because Ihe music was great. That s what s 
important. Good music usually weeds out the crackers 

My point for this story is to warn people of places like this. There are more 
labels out there than Fat and Epitaph, and it pays to look around deeper for 
clubs too. Hop on the train and go to a real show, or throw a real show at a 
normal club It's well worth it. [The club has since closed-Rich ] 




I stated last issue that the focus of this column would be on Mitsubishi’s role 
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in deforestation. Unfortunately though, I neglected to round up any updated 
information, so I don't know exactly what these scumbags are up to right now. 
I do know that they continue to be one of the largest corporate destroyers of 
forest all over the world. They single-handedly cause the loss of thousands of 
plant and animal species per year and are on the verge of wiping out many of 
the indigenous people who inhabit the rainforests. Rainforest Action Network 
is leading an international effort to boycott Mitsubishi and it’s affiliates until 
they change their ways. If you want information on what's going on right now, 
you can contact the Rainforest Action network at 450 Sansome Street, Suite 
700, San Francisco, CA 94111 Or you can call them at 415/398-4404 

For all you shrimp lovers, make sure your next purchase of shrimp has been 
certified as Turtle-Safe. Each year, 50,000 endangered sea turtles drown in 
shrimp nets in the Gulf of Mexico. A national Turtle-Safe campaign is now 
being conducted using consumer power to stop shrimp fishers from killing sea 
turtles 

Mechanisms known as Turtle Excluder Devices (TEDs) are sewn into shrimp 
nets and somehow allow trapped turtles to escape. I have not yet seen these 
TEDs, so I am not sure how they work, but somehow the turtles can escape 
unharmed while the shrimp are still retained in the net. Shrimp fishers who use 
these TEDs and allow monitoring of their operations are able to display a 
"Turtle-Safe Shrimp" logo on their products. They can also carry signs with the 
logo on their boats. Hopefully, once people become aware of this issue, there 
will be a demand for Turtle-Safe shrimp products. This will benefit the shrimp 
fishers who are certified to use the Turtle-Safe logo on the shrimp they bring 
to the marketplace. 

This campaign was started by the Earth Island Institute, and now other 
organizations have joined in to help spread the word. If you would like a set of 
free business cards to hand out to stores and restaurants, urging them to 
boycott shrimp that is not certified as Turtle-Safe, sene a self-addressed 
stamped envelope to The Fund for Animals, P.O. Box 70286, Houston, TX 
77270. Or you can call them at 713/862-FUND If you don't want the business 
cards, you can still help by just spreading the word to family and friends. 
PEACE! 


So it's me, Eric and Steve from The LAST CRIME, Tyler King-Size, Nicole, 
Steve, and Rich hangm' outside the PWAC at 2 in the morn n' long after some 
show in which I forgot who played and we're dancin' "old style" to the 
Breakdown and Sick of It All demos, Underdog, and some other late eighties 
stuff, right in the middle of the street, jumping off cars, doin’ chicken fights, the 
works, when it hits me what we're actually doing and how much fun I’m having, 
about to have a heart attack, sweating like a bastard. I just don't do this 
anymore' Lot's of fun had by all. Then I find myself with Kowalski and Spag 
down in Chapel Hill for the SLEAZE-FEST and for the second straight night 
while I'm on my 8th or 9th beer, (no lie) when I realize that I haven't even 
caught a buzz. Does this ever happen to you? Doesn't it suck 7 v ou spend a 
ton of your hard earned dough on trying to escape this cruel world we live in 
for a bit and you can't even catch a lowly buzz. But the Fest was awesome, 
the bands fucking ruled' NASHEVILLE PUSSY, THE WOOGLES, THE 
QUADRAJETS, IMPALA, SWINGIN' NECKBREAKERS, BAD CHECKS, 
ROYAL PENDLETONS, THE COWSLINGERS, THE HATE BOMBS, THE 
BENT SCEPTERS, all kicked major ass. I know I'm forgetting some but. . 
strippers, hot girls, BBQ, cheap cigars, man it was great. Chapel Hill sucks 
tho', pretty boring town. Speaking of the drinking a ton without a buzz thing, it 


happened at Marc from Pacifier's party for Down By Law. It took DBL's 
Heineken, and Joe Average from Hellbender zine's Molson Ice to get me 
going at the show. Oh yeah, DBL ruled, and the UTV gang were doing the 
Doo upfront for their set. Pacifier opened the festivities and, as usual, ruled. 
It's good to see bands on my comp playing these big shows' The Bittersweet 
comp is going to be pretty rad, besides PACIFIER, KILL YOUR IDOLS, 
JUDAS ISCARIOT, SILENT MAJORITY, IRONY OF LIGHTFOOT, 
INDECISION, SHUTDOWN, MAXIMUM PENALTY, CHUPACABRA, THE 
LAST CRIME, MASON, MILHOUSE, AND BLACK ARMY JACKET. It’s 
called, WELCOME TO NY, NOW GO HOME and should be out by the time 
you read this. Okay, since Spag needs this thing in an hour, that's it. The USA 
hockey team got gypped by a Canadian referee in the World Cup of Hockey. 
Yes, we were playing Canada in game one of the finals - hmmm... kind of 
fishy to me. Better get Biafra on this. 


WHEN YCIJEE ON TCUC OVN 

H>l\ 


I'm sitting in my new apartment late on a Sunday night after a day of football 
viewing and after seeing Neurosis twice in three days. I'm also listening to the 
new Victory live album California Takeover. Kind of sets the mood I'm in. Yes, 
I did say new apartment so if you have any mail for Roachclip, please send it 
to the Franklin Square address. Thanks. I'm mulling through the two stacks 
of CDs I've gotten from my new job. Yes, I finally parted with Sam Goody. I 
now work at Dutch East India and am very happy. I've been talking to 
Superhunghimself, Rich Black, and Spag lately and we all decided that I've 
lost my path with this column as of late. So the aforementioned paragraph is 
probably the last personal part of my life you will read for quite some time. I'm 
really going to try to focus on some topic in this mess of mine -- not 
necessarily music, just a topic in general. 

So to start this new profound effort of mine, I want to ask a simple question. 
How many of you remember where you came from? I do mean this in the 
Punk manner, so don't anybody write me and say "my mom." Until recently I 
think I started to forget my own roots and one even bigger thing - how to have 
fun. When I first got into Punk, it was fun to jump off the stage at the Anthrax. 
When I was 14, I didn’t care about right to life versus freedom of choice. I 
didn't care about he's a punk or a metalhead or a homosexual, or a vegan, or 
a Nazi (well not totally - I always hated Nazis). But keep it to yourself and I 
was fine with it. I didn't even know what Straight Edge was. It was a great, 
carefree time for me and I enjoyed the music for what it was. Hey, who could 
take "Grange" seriously anyway? 

As time went on, I became more involved. ! became more aware of what was 
around me. I even for a time became straight edge myself. I became politically 
conscious. It became the lifestyle. 

Point is, through all this I forgot how to enjoy myself. The lifestyle ruled my 
every move, my every thought. Now, I'm not putting down any of the good 
ideas Hardcore and Punk have taken on, but when you forget how to enjoy 
yourself while doing it, you have to take a serious look at your own life 
I was listening to Uniform Choice's Screaming for Change and Cro-Mags' 
Age of Quarrel the other day. That’s when all these thoughts came on. All I 
had in my mind, besides the obvious sing along in my car, was the thought of 
those days at the Anthrax and how much different my mentality is today. 

Life is so hard You have to work to survive sometimes even survive to work. 
This is what we've always wanted to fight. These were always the walls we 
wanted to break down. Don't make it a chore. Don't make the music a burden. 
It's to make life a little easier, more enjoyable and lastly, to provide an outlet. 
When our outlets are as much work as the rest of our lives, we're all fucked. 
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I waited almost a year for this three day weekend of booze, Garage, 
and good ol' southern bar-b-que. The Sleazefest is a three day Garage 
show at the Local 506 club in Chapel Hill, NC. It's all about the music 
and various '60s attitudes. The test included 24 bands, B-movies, a 
go-go dancing cage and contest, and best of all: $1.50 Pabst Blue 
Ribbon. I was in for a big treat this time around. The line up? 

Friday, August 16th: Big Top, Flat Duo Jets, Simon & the Bar 
Sinisters, The Bad Checks, The Subsonics, Jack Black, LUD. 

Saturday, August 17th: Southern Culture on the Skids, The Swingin' 
Neckbreakers, The Woggles, Nashville Pussy, Impala, The Royal 
Pendletons, Bent Scepters, Trailer Bride. 

Sunday, August 18th: The Cowslingers, The Hatebombs, The 
Backsliders, Family Dollar Pharoahs, The Quadrajets, The Glanmont 
Popes, Gringos, Whiskeytown. 


Friday, August 16th. Six o'clock in the morning, 
me and Big Vin wake to my alarm and out we were 
waiting for Super Joe K. Joe shows up and off we 
go to pick up our rent-a-car. The form we filled out 
says this is a tri-state vehicle and is only allowed in 
New York, New Jersey, and Conneticut. We lied 
and said we were going to Buffalo. 

During the 12-hour drive, I realized that we pretty 
much were driving a stolen car with no insurance 
the second we crossed the Delaware Bridge. Oh 
well. We made it accident and ticket-free. On the 
road we listened to only Garage tapes by bands 
like the Sonics, Mummies, Ripoffs, almost every 
Estrus band, and a shitload of '60s Garage mixes 
that Joe and Vinny compiled. 

We arrived at the Fairfield Hotel 11 hours later 
and shit, we were ready. The Bud 12-pack was 
ripped open and we were off to the show. We 
arrived at 8:00 and had missed the first two bands, 
one being Jack Black from New York. Sorry, Wes, 
but shit, the drive was long. We entered the club 
and hit the bar, where I fell in love with the 
bartender. With beers only $1.50 and us being 
used to those $4 beers, the tips were high. Shit, I 
was leaving $3.50 tips. And of course before you 
know it, she knew me. (Oh, but once Vinny told her 
I loved her, she forgot about those $3.50 tips). The 
best band of the night was the Bad Checks, a local 
Chapel Hill band that were really drunk and had a 
Punk edge. The bands were alright, but we were so 
fuckin' excited to be there after 12 hours that all 
that mattered was the beer, but for some reason, 
beer after beer, none of us could get drunk. The 
weekend was young. We knew we had two more 
nights so it was okay with us. 

Saturday, August 17th. We started the day with 
some good old barbecue at Bullock's Barbecue 
House in Durham. After eating some of the best 
southern slop, we hit the record stores where we 
all bought some good used records for really 
cheap. I spent about $200 on vinyl and shit. It was 
well worth it. We hit the 506 Club and were ready 
for the big night. Tonight we were in for a big show 
with bands like the Bent Scepters, Nashville Pussy, 
Impala, the Royal Pendletons, the Woggles, the 
Swingin’ Neckbreakers, and Southern Culture on 
the Skids, not to mention to go-go dancing contest. 


30 

























































r 


The go-go-dancing was great. Ginger from Georgia 
was this really hot hotty who got naked to take the 
crowd, and shit, was I happy. Vinny had a problem all 
weekend; he's got this thing for women like no other 
man. I mean, you'd be talking to him, and he would just 
stop and do the Segarra gawk. I mean, he would just 
stop in mid-sentence and stare at some girl with drool 
falling out of his mouth. He must of done it a thousand 
times, just that night As far as the music, Nashville 
Pussy was a kick-ass Punk Rock band with two 
members of Nine Pound Hammer and two females, 
one being Corey Parks, professional basketball player 
Cherokee Parks' sister. Shit, she was tall and hot... I 
was in love once again. After a long night of drinkin' 
and dancing, we decided to go back to our hotel. Just 
try to get food at 2 in the morning down there. Fat 
chance. That shit's a ghost town come 8:00. 

Sunday, August 18th. Off to town to buy more 
records and shit. More great finds. Tonight's line-up 
was filled with bands that I really didn't know, but the 
Cowslingers and the Hatebombs were so fuckin' good 
it didn't matter. Finally, after three nights of drinking I 
got a little buzz going and the Cowslingers are the last 
band of the weekend. So, I'm standing by the go-go 



This Cowslingers guitarist’s 21st birthday gift was the 
stripper's ass in his face most of the night. (What a smile.) 


cage and before you know it, a stripper appears. That's 
right, nude on stage. Dave, the man who throws the 
Sleaze, always has strippers for the headliners, and 
shit was I happy This girl's dancing with her leather g- 
string and her plastic go-go boots, and boys are giving 
her bills and pouring beers all over her. Her hard- 
earned money is falling on the floor and some idiots 
are taking her money, so I told her, "You're dropping 


your money." She says, "Open your mouth," so I do, 
and before you know it, she stuffed a bill in my mouth 
and she tongued me down for a buck. "Holy shit," I'm 
thinking, "The Cowslingers are rockin' the place and I'm 
getting tongue." As the night went on, she just kept 
tonguing down with me. I fuckin' loved it. Okay, so what 
if I got sick after that, it was the Sleazefest, and for the 
first time for this weekend I understood what was goin' 
on. It's all about being out of control and enjoying good 




The Royal Pendletons’ salute to the kings at Sleazefest ‘96 


Rock 'n Roll. And sex. And drugs. 

Due to the fact that I wrote this article about a month 
later, I am a little foggy on band details, but here’s 
some bands I really dug. The Bad Checks, Nashville 
Pussy, the Woggles, the Swingin' Neckbreakers, the 
Cowslingers, the Hatebombs, Impala, the Bent 
Scepters, the Royal Pendletons, and the Quadrajets. 

Sleazefest '96 was the bomb. The shit was awesome, 
the bands each and every one of them were 
entertaining in their own way. We can't wait till next 
year 'cause we're going to drag all of our friends and fly 
down for the week and drink our asses off. See ya at 
Sleazefest '97 without a doubt! 


HERE ARE BAND ADDRESSES TO BCY RECORDS OR SEND LOVE LETTERS. 

The Hatebombs c/o Speed-O-Meter Records, 1430 Lake Highland Drive, Orlando, 
FL 32803. 

The Bent Scepters c/o Doug Roberson, P.O. Box 3194, Iowa City, IA 52244. 

Impala, P.O. Box 42185, Memphis, TN 38104. 

The Woggles, 445 Meigs Street, Athens, (JA 30601. 

The Swingin’ Neckbreakers c/o Telstar, Box 1123, Hoboken, NJ 07030. 

Jack Black c/o Double Deuce, P.O. Box 515, New York, NY 10159. 

The Cowslingers, P.O. Box 771101, Lakewood, OH 44107. 

The Quadrajets c/o Sympathy For the Record Industry, 4450 California Place #303, 
Long Beach, CA 90807. 
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Irony of Lightfoot, the Disenchanted (Punk) -- 
actually from Albany, Striped Basstards (Punk), and 
Second Effort (see review). 

Places selling good music -- I suggest you go to a 
show and buy from a distro, but if you need to go to a 
store, the only ones worth mentioning are None of the 
Above, Utopia, and Slipped Disc. . 


REVIEWS: 

Second Effort (2003 Oakland Ave, Wantagh NY 
11793). This 4 song demo outta Suffolk County is the 
best demo from a Long Island band since the 
Clockwise tape ?. 1/2 years ago. In these songs you 
can hear influences of many bands, Mind Over Matter, 
Clockwise, Inside, and a hint of Milhouse make this my 
new favorite. The vocalist sounds very much like 
Anthony Roman, but this guy is better. I can't believe 
I haven’t seen this band play yet...recorded at Puncture 
the quality of this demo is also a cut above...I 
recommend you get this demo, see this 
band.(Cassette) 


Hello this is the first installment of KAOS, a new 
feature from UTV which will cover the Long Island 
scene, review Long Island bands, basically anything I 
feel is relevant to LI will be covered. 

Ok, first let me bring the readers up to par on the LI 
music scene. . 

The Most Active Bands: Vision of Disorder (VOD) are 
the current "huge" band here with their evil and 
immensely enjoyable take on NYHC... their new CD 
should be available in November on Ray Cappo's 
SuperSoul label. Tim from VOD recently got cut up in 
an altercation, everyone here at UTV hopes you are 
feeling better. Inside recently finished a short tour with 
Irony of Lightfoot. This must have been a miracle tour 
since none of their shows were cancelled. ..the Inside 
CD on SunnySide Up records is really good, tight Emo- 
core type stuff, while IOL is more like Noise-core with 
screech-type vocals...they will have a 7" on Wreckage 
in the fall. Milhouse recently did an extensive tour to 
support their CD EP on Wreckage and their split with 
52X on Reservoir . Milhouse are evil, HC-noise with 
Artie (red in the face) shrieking insane vocals. Word 
has it that Milhouse will have some major line up 
changes -- look for a retooled Milhouse come 
November. Wasted Time are a Green Day style Pop- 
Punk band with a CD on Grass, they also have an 
upcoming live 7" on a Boston area label and a split 7" 
with secondhand (NJ)...they plan to do an East Coast 
tour in October. Sleepasaurus continue to play their 
fast Pop-Punk and recently returned from touring the 
US and Canada to support of their full-length on 
Creep/Motherbox. This Fall look for them on a Panic 
Records comp (Italy) and an Iguana comp (NJ), and 
check out their new split 7" with Buford from California. 
With a new CD on the Alone Records, we can expect 
to see Greensleep playing a lot again soon -- they also 
have a new 7" out on Sunnyside Up...Halfman still 
exist...they just put out a new LP on their own label but 
I haven't seen them play in ages...where are you 
guys?? Scarab, one of the few LI bands with a female 
vocalist play awesome Emo-style melodic stuff and 
have a new 7" coming soon. ..Clockwise have 
released their first CD, on PIE records and continue to 
be one of the most enjoyable bands on Long Island 
playing melodic Hardcore....talking about melodic 
Hardcore Silent Majority (yes their tour was a disaster 
and lasted only a week...but hey, in my opinion, they 
are Li's best band on record so pick up their "Distant 
Second" 7" out on Reservoir and see for yourself) -- 


supposedly they will be doing a full-length for Exit 
Reco r ds. Latex Generation have a new CD on 
OneFoot. ..they toured the US this summer but seem to 
never play Long Island . Cleanser picked up where 
Neglect (Derrick's old band) left off - chugga-chugga 
Hardcore with more heartfelt (anything would be more 
heartfelt than Neglect) lyrics. Christian tells me there is 
a new bassist... The Warped Weeble Wobbles with 
their own unique brand of HC recently toured the East 
Coast with Sleepasaurus to support their Motherbox 
released 7", and recently brokeup. They will be playing 
their final show November 2 with VOD at the PWAC . .. 
Garden Variety I’ve been told no longer live on LI, but 
they used to, word has it that they are finished 
too . Tripface is the vintage 80's style HC band from 
the island, yet Jay's guitar stylism gives them a 90's 
edge, .check out their sick shit, .a 7" on Exit, upcoming 
stuff on Eyeball and an upcoming full-length. 

Some newer bands to watch for Glassjaw (SxE HC), 


Latex Generation "360" (One Foot POB 3834 Cherry 
Hill, NJ 08034). L8XG's debut CD for New Zealand 
based label. One Foot is 12 tracks of fast tempo 
poppunk. I believe four of these songs were previously 
released on their two 7" records, but these are new 
recordings. The best track is "I'm Not You", very 
Weston influenced, slight Bouncing Souls feel. Very 
slick production that I have never heard reproduced 
live...the Poison cover should have been skipped.(CD) 

Boy Sets Fire "Consider" (Boy Sets Fire, POB 303 
Newark DE 19711). When this band played LI last 
month I was blown away by how much better they had 
gotten in the past year since I'd seen them last. These 
5 guys play incredible Emo-core with an Ebullition type 
feel. The 3 songs on this 7" are upsetting and uplifting 
at the same time. Awesome debut 7"!!!(7") 

KAOS will review all Long Island bands that send 
a quality demo (or CD, LP 7”) if you feel your band 
should be talked about here or if you need help 
contacting any of the bands, questions, 
comments...email us at PaulMOTHER @ 

aol.com.or write us KAOS c/o Motherbox 

Records 60 Denton Avenue E. Rockaway, NY 
11518... 


Sleepasaurus in the Grand Canyon ..rescuing Greg! 
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new sweet breath 


iuperswifid speedway 


Demolition Theater 

The new 14-song CD, 15-song LP from 

new sweet breath 


new sweet breath 


"This is the best 
CD I've heard off 
of Ringing Ear. 1 
take it with me 
everywhere." 
-Commodity 




Silka/Late/News To Me 
RER 012 7" ER 






CD $9, LP $7, CS $5, 7" $3.50, Poster $2 
Prices postpaid US. Others add postage 


9 Maplecrest 
Newmarket, NH 03857 
rer@nh.ultranet.com 


"Supercharged 
? #oW6fpop songs 
in the best sense 
of the word "pop". 
It's fast and it 
stomps like Bigfoot* 
-Flipside 


It's hard to 
imagine anyone 
who wouldn't be 
captivated by any¬ 
thing they've ever 
done. Yes, they're 
that good." 
-Exclaim! 


"Primo Husker and 
Replacements in¬ 
fluences strained 
through punchy punk 
sensibility and you 
have 13 tunes begging 
for another spin." 
-Suburban Voice m 


Above quotes refer to these other New Sweet Breath releases avail11fe%om Ringing Ear 


I : . , ' 

Sinkhole 

New Sweet Breath 


Split 7” with Sinkhole 
RER 016. 
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After School Specials The Existentialist Blues" (Unheard, POB 423000. San 
Francisco, CA 94142). The Dickies and The Three O'clock have been fused 
together to form three man band Afternoon School Special. Where was this band 
when I loved this style of music? Probably still in elementary school. There are seven 
songs on this 7" - that tells you right there that these guys don’t fuck around, they 
go right for the punch. At 15 seconds, song #1 ("Lunch Line") on the B side has got 
to be the shortest song I’ve ever heard. Still, it’s very good. If you can find this 7", 
you'll enjoy the hell out of it They go for the jugular with songs of teenage fears and 
angst.(7")-Tech Boy 

Alpha Stone Stereophonic Pop Art Music" (Bomp, POB ~?112, Burbank, CA 
91510). Finally, a band that figured out the right mix of guitar, bass and aural FXs. 
Alpha Stone has decided to go their own way for a music genre. I would have to call 
it Astral-Rock. If Pete Bassman is trying to pay homage to Neil Young or Michael 
Stipe he does an excellent job. Sometimes 70s grooves slip into this year 2000 style 
of music bliss, and you don’t even mind. Keep watching the local venues for an 
upcoming Alpha Stone sighting (CD)-Tech Boy 

Apocalypse Hoboken "Date Rape Nation"/ "Jerk Lessons" (Johann's Face, POB 
479-164, Chicago, IL 60647). This is a discography type deal with a live show put 
at the end. Once again, Johann's Face proves why it is one of the driving forces in 
today’s Punk scene Snotty fast paced Punk that in no way sounds happy, i.e. Fat 
Wreck Quick two minute-ish songs, very much like the Queers, except with a lot 
more diversity between songs. Buy this! And the Cletus, aw fuck it, just go get the 
JF catalog. You can’t go wrong with the quality.(CD)-MYK 

Asphyx "God Cries" (Century Media. 1453-A, #324, Santa Monica, CA 90404). 
Hollands's Asphyx are a superb Death Metal outfit who tear through dark, evil 
territory on their latest effort. Unlike some Death bands who only rely on mosh parts 
one after the other, Asphyx combine the mosh part elements along with sick guitar 
grinds and harmonics which help add variety to the band's sound. This outfit also 
features a vocalist who reminds me of the original singer in Pestilence, another band 
from Asphyx's hometown. Overall, this release will have you bouncing around like 
a ping pong ball. A+ (CD)-Alex 

Asstroland "Sweep the Leg" (Exit. 25 Guion St, Pleasentville, NY 10570). 
Discordant, thrashy, crusty drunk Punk with vocals that sound like the singer is 
taking a dump and singing at the same time. Hey look there's even a song about 
taking a dump' "Crap on hand/ Wipe on the wall/ I would never use the pooping stall/ 
I'm dirty, I'm a pig/ My brain is small/ My shit is big" Wacky! I don't think the band 
take themselves too seriously and I think that's pretty much the way you have to 
approach this as well With what little bit of politics Asstroland cover, I found myself 
getting a little annoyed because the ideas were more of the jaded, pessimistic kind 
". That if we stand together/ we can change this shit for the better/ I didn't believe 
that then/ and I sure don't believe it now. ’Cause I'm an old man" If you're exhausted 
that is entirely within yourself; it has nothing to do with the punks, hardline peace 
punk ideologies, the street politics of the shitty neighborhood that you live in, or even 
your age. Okay so the scene sucks, improve it or deal with it 1 See what I mean 7 
When taken with a grain of salt, Asstroland give you what you expect!(7")-Groovy 

Baboon "The Numb EP" (Grass, 77 Madison Ave., 8th FI, New York, NY 10014). 
Noise, fuckin’ intense noise. Really intense stuff. I hope to see them live. Fans of 
Rye and the Jesus Lizard would dig this. Listening to this is like witnessing a bloody 
murder. Baboon fits in with Skin Graft-like bands. Then, on "Give Me Something 
Real," they play a great power Punk tune. Really good EP. Full-length out soon, 
entitled Secret Robot Control. (CD)-Spag 

Blood Duster "Yeest" (Relapse, POB 251 Millersville, PA 17551). First off, this is 
the most disgusting cover I have seen in ages, and the lyrics match it Thirty songs 
of filth core that appear to be a complete discography. Such classics as "Raping the 
Elderly" and "Anal Feast" will make Tipper change her orgasm-laden panties. Just 
imagine AC covering GG Allin and you’ve got the perfect picture, though musically 
these guys are superior to Seth and company.(CD)-MYK 

The Boy Wonder Jinx "Little Mike" (Slingshot, POB 5654, Raleigh. NC 27650). Oh, 
boy Talk about slow and plodding. Vocalist Dan Phillips reminds me of the guy from 
Our Lady Peace. In my book, that’s a good thing; it means his words are heartfelt 
and earnest. Honestly, the rest of this bites Now, I'm not one to promote drig use 
of any kind, but these cats need some Vivarin.(7”)-Melanie 


Bristle "Won't Die For You" (Ransom Note, 6201 15th Ave. NW, #230 Seattle, WA 
98107). This is snotty West Coast Punk that you would have found on Lookout! prior 
to Green Day. It's a shame that music like this was left behind when the big Punk 
sweep came. It's too bad for the real punk fans who missed out on talent like this. 
Pure energy and intensity that is lacking from that whole complacent West Coast 
machine. ’Cause lets face it, that part of the country has just been kicking out Punk 
like it was an export product. Bristle is like the Rolls Royce of the West Coast Punk 
scene, so why don’t you take it for a test drive?(CD)-MYK 

Bruce Dickinson "Skunkworks" (Castle, 110 East 59th St. 18th Floor, New York, 
NY 10022). Castle records re-released all the Iron Maiden CDs with bonus CDs 
earlier this year. It was the best reissue series this year, so I obviously had high 
hopes for the release of the new Bruce Dickinson album. Sometimes I’m such an 
idiot. Remember how Iron Maiden took that horrendous nose dive at the end of the 
Dickinson era? Well I wish I was listening to that stuff now. I’m thinking that stuff 
wasn't so bad. This disc is just pure crap that just taints the memory of Iron Maiden. 
Just give it a rest and keep what name you have left.(CD)-MYK 

The Candy Snatchers (Safe House POB 5349. West Lebanon, NH 03784). Oh, 
shit. The sound of the Snatchers is as pretty as their live mayhem - you see 
smashing bottles, puking, drinking non-stop, and blood (from at least one member 
getting a bottle smashed on his head) every time they play. Go see them live. I never 
knew Virginia Beach was this insane. Musically, it's raw, fast, sloppy drunk. I mean, 
more drunk than I have ever been in my life. Rock n Roll with that Punk edge. 
Opening track is a hit: "She’s Gettin' Loose." Check this disc out. It’s well worth it 
and you can also put it on your computer and check out some video shit. I haven't 
gotten a chance yet, but I hope there's blood. The cover of this CD features a picture 
of the singer with a smashed head and on the back is our own Continental's Noel 
passed out with a broken bottle. Oh, this rocks.(CD)-Spag 

Candy Planet “Blisskrieg" (Oblivion Enter Cc., 1660 E. Herndon Ave., Suite 135, 
Fresno, CA 93720). Great musicians creating great music. Too bad the lead singer 
sounds like Magenta in The Rocky Horror Picture Show. Having played this while 
bartending at a local pub, a regular patron and myself agree that this is actually a 
very good experiment in having a completely different style for almost every song. 
This would be a complete success if they gave thought to either a new singer or an 
opposite vocal style for back-up.(CD)-Tech Boy 

Cards In Spokes Pool Party" (Allied, POB 460683, San Francisco, CA 94146- 
0683). The pain of rejection, the trials of unrequited love. . .Cards In Spokes feel your 
pain. In their snap-your-fingers-stamp-your-feet AlternaPunk style they deliver the 
goods. The lyrics in “Pool Party" are witty and tell it like it is: “Pool party, Elegant 
dives/ Cannonballs and sculpture ice/ Welcome to our oolV Notice there’s no “p7 
Can we keep it that way?" “On the Fritz" is the tale of a dysfunctional romance that 
says it best with: "Now you tell me I'm your knight in shining armor/ But I know that’s 
just last night talking/ I can’t be your temporary intoxication/ ‘Cause I might fall off 
this line I’m walking." Cards In Spokes are sincere and talented, so lend them your 
ear.(7”)-Melanie 

Chamberlain "Fate's Got A Driver" (Doghouse, POB 8946, Toledo, OH 43623). 
Chamberlain is the new name for Split Lip. The guys were sick of the hard guy 
image the name gave them, so they changed it. I think the new name suits them 
much better. This is one of the Emo bands I like over the others, probably 'cause this 
is one of the first ones I'd ever heard. This is really uplifting Post-Hardcore pop. This 
is the kind of stuff that makes Hardcore girls swoon, and makes guys say "I guess 
this is what I need to get a girl." Hey lover boy, check this out -- it's a good way to 
meet girls. Hey, my girlfriend loves it.(CD)-MYK 

Chemlab "East Side Militia" (Fifth Colvmn. FOB 787 Washington, DC 20044). At 
last. Chemlab has returned with an impressive record. Since Burnout at the 
Hydrogen Bar, Chemlab has been plagued with line-up changes, personal tragedies, 
and recording setbacks, so I'm not surprised that East Side Militia is such a dark and 
moody album. Musically, this marks a progression for Chemlab, who has always 
been known as an up tempo Electro-Pop band. Standout tracks include Exile On 
Mainline" and "Vera Blue."(Cassette)-Baz Turd 

Chimera "Earth Loop" (Grass, 77 Madison Ave., 8th FI, New York, NY 10014). Girl 
vocalist along the lines of the Sundays with noisy background guitar Rock, like 
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Stereolab or old Velocity Girl. Very radio-friendly, so don't be surprised to see them 
make a move to a major like BMG or some shit like that.(CD)-Spag 

The Chinese Millionaires “Justice" (Flying Bomb, FOB 971038, Ypsilanti Ml 
48197). A very busy and noisy 7" with vocal references to The Ramones and The 
Dead Kennedys. Better quality recordings would do wonders for this band The 
majority of UTV readers will get into the three and four chord basic Rock-Punk style 
of The Chinese Millionaires. Give it a listen or two.(7")-Tech Boy 

Chixdiggit (Sub Pop, POB 20645, Seattle, WA 98102). Just by the album cover -- 
I see a cartoon of four guys, three in the Ramones stance, and two out of the four are 
wearing Canadians shirts -- I knew what was in store for me A shitload of great 
speed rockin' Ramones style Punk Rock like the Queers minus the snot. It's like the 
Parasites vocally, and there's an anti-Henry Rollins song which gets points in my 
book. Best Sub Pop release in a while. Hope they come around so I can see them. 
Spagdiggit.(CD)-Spag 

Christopher Luna "Rock n' Roll Is Fuckpoetry" (For more info, call 516/731-7471). 
Christopher Luna busts out some thought provoking poetry accompanied by spacey 
improv jams. In Rock n Roll Is Fuckpoetry , Luna illustrates his views on politics, 
religion and youth in a humorous, sarcastic approach. Anyone who's a fan of King 
Missile would enjoy this.(Cassette)-Baz Turd 

Clockwise "She Was" (Pie, 67B Glen Cove Ave., Glen Cove, NY 11542). Cooool! 
Clockwise have sort of a DC Emo sound (melodic w/discordant guitar) but go 
beyond with a more pronounced Hardcore style The opening track, "She Was," 
which features some doubled vocals, is one of the best songs I've heard all year. 
Mainly uplifting but occasionally foreboding, Clockwise should appeal to fans of the 
defunct Garden Variety (a band I feel they kind of sound like) and anyone else who's 
bored with the latest Metal band claiming to play Hardcore. Short at only six songs, 
but essential.(CD)-Rich 

Con "Lucky 13" (Objective Recordings, POB 53147 Washington DC 20009) I'm not 
really a big fan of Techno but I do have to admit this CD was okay enough to handle. 
With a gazillion beats per minute, spaceship oriented synth programming and vocals 
which at times lean towards the deep range Gothic approach, club hoppers and 
ravers will have something new they can listen to while tripping on ecstasy. Is this 
musical ecstasy for me?.(CD)-Alex 

Controlled Bleeding "Dub Songs From A Shallow Grave" (Dossier. Koloniestr 25A- 
D-13359, Berlin, Germany). Oddly enough, these are tracks hat somehow 
incorporate Reggae into textural musical experimentation, with a thick bass and 
cracking snare drum Rather than call it Reggae, I'd say that it was ambient music 
with some techniques found in Reggae employed. It's one of those releases that I’d 
smoke pot to in a dark room if I smoked pot. There is also some rare archival 
material from a show at CBGB's in 1980 tacked on at the end.(CD)-Rich 

Controlled Bleeding "Inanition" ( Cleopatra. 8726 S. Sepulveda. Ste. D-82, Los 
Angeles, CA .90045). This is a two CD set of some of the more ambient stuff 
Controlled Bleeding’s been releasing. The first CD is newer material that is ethereal, 
droning, and hints at the Reggae influence that Paul has been experimenting with. 
My favorite track here is "Hymn From the Shadows." The second CD is a collection 
of previously released ambient selections from the late '80s to the present, and 
includes tracks you might be familiar with like "Scourge" (from Golgotha ), "The 
Drowning Ptl," and "Tormentor's Song/Reprise." Controlled Bleeding again prove 
they have few peers.(Double CD)-Rich 

Copper "Drag Queen" (Equal Vision, 111 W. 24th St. 6th FI, New York. NY 10011- 
1912). This one of those bands that followed in the footsteps of Ashes. Once again, 
the original was just in another ball park. Meaghan's vocals are good but remind me 
of a monotone Alannis Moreupset. The music is that same old Post-Hardcore, Emo, 
Texas Is the Reason type of college Rock. It's a good genre but I'm tired of it, and 
I think a lot of other people are also. If an Alannis fan is reading this (first off you 
shouldn't be), check this out -- there's a lot more real feeling in it. If you like Emo 
stuff it’s pretty good. For you Hawdkawh fans I think you'll be pretty bored.(CD)-MYK 

Cottonmouth, Texas "White Trash Receptacle (One Ton, POB 1991, Dallas TX 
75221). This is a spoken word by a reformed drug addict. Let me tell you, this is one 
of the funniest things I have heard in ages. It's really sad to say though because this 
is so true to life. It takes something like this to really show you how good or bad your 
life is compared to the lives of others. After listening to this and getting over my initial 
laughter, I realized how good I really have it. Check this out for a taste of reality, and 
hopefully a good laugh.(CD)-MYK 

Couch of Eureka "Year of the Zombie" (Lookout. POB 11374, Berkeley. CA 
94712). Different, very strange for Lookout. Not what you would expect. I can't put 
a foot down on it, but I can say it does nothing for me at all. It's strange and 
experimental. I don't know. Whatever. Next.(CD)-Spag 


Cul De Sac "China Gate" (Thirsty Ear, 274 Madison Ave., Suite 804, New York, NY 
10016). The best way for me to describe Cul De Sac, would have to be calling them 
Don Caballero Lite. CDS evoke an imagery extremely similar to the second Don 
album, but have a less distorted tone as well as a lot of reverb. I've seen them even 
classified as Surf Rock in a big guitar mag. but the dumb ass mag didn't even 
mention Man or Astroman. CDS sound nothing like MoA. The atmosphere is Reverb 
Rock into puddles of weird embryonic soundscapes (what's that? -- I don’t know, 
either, but it sounds good!). If you like Don Cab 2, and can appreciate quality 
instrumentals but without the distortion, I would suggest this album.(CD)-Mr. Noiz 

D Generation "No Lunch" (Columbia, 550 Madison Ave., New York, NY 10022). 
Here it is, that earth shaking album from Sony that was supposed to revolutionize 
underground music. All I see is a mediocre NYC band that the music industry has 
pumped a shitload of money into. Even my girlfriend recognized one of the songs 
from K-Rock. D Generation is a bar band in my opinion with someone willing to 
spend money on them, which we all know is how we make a star these days. I'm not 
interested. When Sony starts putting money into really talented bands then maybe 
I'll give them the time of day, but this just isn't that record.(CD)-MYK 

Dash Rip Rock (Naked Language, POB 724677, Atlanta, GA 31139). The A side 
of this groovy purple marblesque 7" record, “(Let's Go) Smoke Some Pot ' (sung to 
the beat of “At the Hop"), made me laugh SO hard. The band’s name was taken 
from a character on an episode of “The Fiintstones”. Dash Rip Rock takes a 
complete light-hearted look at the music business and it pays off. Look for them at 
any Festivals in the near future.(7")-Tech Boy 

Death Ride 69 “Screaming Down the Gravity Well" (Fifth Colvmn, POB 787, 
Washington DC, 20044). This project is the brainchild of Beat Mistress (My Life with 
the Thrill Kill Kult's percussionist). Everything about it is naked and unrepressed. It's 
refreshing to hear an Industrial band with an aggressive female vocalist backed by 
raging guitars, spooky keyboards, and dancey drums. “MK Ultra” and "Needle” are 
the tastiest tracks on this EP. If you like TKK, you won’t be able to say no to Death 
Ride 69.(CD)-Melanie 

Deerheart "Queen, Worker, Drone" (Golden Rod, 3770 Tansy St., Dan Diego, CA 
92121). Deerheart is a Noise Rock band from PA. They texture samples with noisy 
riffs and the result is very enjoyable. Their songs are well written ("Small Teeth") and 
very confident sounding. They definitely have their shit together. By looking at the 
inside photo, these guys look Amish. Cool! Queen, Worker, Drone is a great CD to 
play really LOUD!(CD)-Baz Turd 

Deerheart "Queen, Worker, Drone" (Goldenrod, 2770 Tansy Street, San Diego, CA 
92121). It's amazing how San Diego is completely different musically from the rest 
of that state sinking into the ocean. This band is a slight bit noisy with lots of breaks 
and stops. Oh, excuse me. They're from Lancaster, PA. Oh, shit. Amish Country 
Punk Rock Well anyway, no way a San Fran label would put something with balls 
out. Jesus Lizard comes to mind. This is really good. Check it out. Good to drive fast 
to in the middle of the woods smoking a joint late at night.(CD)-Spag 

Descendents "Everything Sucks" (Epitaph, 2798 Sunset Boulevard. Los Angeles, 
CA 90026). Okay, I hate all these bands gett ng back together for the second time 
around, but I will admit, unlike most of the other bands, it seems Descendents just 
decided, "Why not?" like it was no big deal for them to put this out They'll probably 
do one tour and disappear again. When I received this disk it looked like any other 
Descendents records minus the SST logo; when I popped it in, all I wanted to do 
was play it louder and louder and louder. I couldn't get enough of this record. The 
bottom line is that this record is great. It's what you would come to expect from Milo 
and the boys. Milo's voice is on key - it sounds great, and the band sounds like they 
never broke up. I have too many favorite numbers, so I'll just list the two I care least 
about: "Everything Sux," the opening track, and "Coffee Mug." "Coffee Sux" should 
be the name of the song. Why drink coffee when there's beer?(CD)-Spag 

Descendents "Everything Sucks" (Epitaph. 2798 Sunset Blvd, Los Angeles, CA 
90026). Well holy sheep shit, Batman - hew long has it been since we had a full- 
length from the masters of the universe? Quite some time, but this record couldn't 
have come out at a more appropriate time for me. I was getting bored of all the shit 
that I've been listening to and along comes this 16 song CD and it restores my faith. 
The undisputed Kings of Power Pop sound as if they have been together the whole 
time. Some people may call this the new “ALL." record but I must disagree. With Milo 
back in the front, this is The Descendents the way I remember them. Songs full of 
reality and emotion, packed with timely leads, awesome bass lines and perfect 
percussion work; this is my favorite record of 1996! I shit you not, this is the best 
thing I've heard all year. I'm going to have the "Great Descendents Giveaway ". The 
first THREE people to write me a letter telling me why they love The Descendents 
will receive a copy of this remarkable CD courtesy of me. I’m going to go out right 
now and buy three of these for the lucky winners! Please, only submit letters if you 
really can’t afford to buy your own copy. The address for the contest is: Under the 
Volcano, c/o "Great Descendents Giveaway." POB 236, Nesconset, NY 11767 
This is fuckin fantastic!(CD)-Marc 
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Diesel Boy "Cock Rock" (Honest Don's Hardly Used Recordings ROB 192027. San 
Francisco, CA 94119). I believe this is the first full-length release from Fat Mike's 
new label, Honest Don. This band has a 7" on Fat and probably another one here or 
there. So, what do they sound like? Like a bunch of drunks 1 Fast, loud, snotty, 
sloppy, three chord sing-a-long mayhem. You know, like that Cali shit I still seem to 
like even though I am tired of it and sick of trying to buy all the fuckin' records. "True 
Drew," a song about Drew Barrymore, is quite entertaining, and I wouldn't mind 
sleeping with her. Good release.(CD)-Spag 

Divine Sin "Winterland" (Black Mark Productions. no address given). I wonder what 
is more boring in life; watching a shuffleboard tournament on a senior citizen cruise 
ship or listening to this crap. Divine Sin are a generic '80s Thrash metal group who 
play in a style similar to Mercyful Fate or early Testament. While these bands are 
ready good at what they do, Divine Sin accomplish nothing by copping off their 
obvious influences. To make matters worse, their vocalist possesses a terrible throat 
that growls along annoyingly on the heavier tracks and bellows miserably on the 
more melodic songs. While I tend to dig some of the growled out vocals happening 
nowadays, this singer does not take the cake simply because his groans reflect 
severe constipation instead of raging anger. Also with boring song titles like "Dead 
Again" and "All Alone" you basically know you’re in for a agonizing listening 
experience. This disc is feces for pickled brains F.(CD)-Alex 

Dog Eat Dog "Play Games" (Roadrunner, 536 Broadway, New York. NY 10012). 
DED are an interesting bunch. Their first EP (their best release) sounded similar to 
early Leeway. Their newest release sounds more like 311/Fishbone/ No Doubt 
(Gwen, I love you)/and The Mighty Mighty Bosstones. DED really are great at this 
new style of aggressive Funk Rock/Hip Hop/Ska. Unfortunate y, when bands lose 
intensity they often lose all their original fans. DED could have stayed their original 
course and turned into Biohazard clones, but I respect them for trying to do the-r own 
thing What makes DED unique is that they take the positive happy vibe of Emo and 
Epitaph bands, and apply it to their dirty groovy style of Hardcore influenced Rock. 
Usually when bands have the groove, (i.e., Biohazard) it also brings along a feeling 
of hatred and violence. This is not the case with DED. A lot of heavy groove bands 
are influenced by the Bad Brains, but DED are their true descendants because they 
create nasty grooves with a positive, lighthearted feel.(CD)-Mr. Hymson 

Eamon "3 Bay Hopper" b/w "Loot" (Caulfield. POB 84323, L incoln. NE 68501). 
Oooooh. This is kinda' creepy! The music on this is sensational -- it gives me goose 
bumps. It sort of has that Indie Rock (stressing the word ROCK) sound, but it's a 
little sharper around the edges. Unfortunately, the singer isn’t so great. From what 
I can hear, he just whines a little bit here and there, without oftering the bard any 
really strong attributes. Buy it and pretend that "3 Bay Hoppei" is an instrumental 
(yes, “Loot" is a little better vocally).(7")-Melanie 

East River Pipe "Mel" (Merge, POB 1235, Chapel Hill. NC 27514). FM Cornog is 
this guy I spoke to a couple of times over the course of reviewing a handful of 7"s he 
self-released under the name East River Pipe. Mr. Cornog eventually landed himself 
a deal with Sarah Records in England, and I think he may even have been honored 
with a "Single of the Week" slot in Melody Maker or something. Anyway, back to 
1996 The new East River Pipe record arrives in my mailbox, and it's on Merge 
Records, home of Superchunk. Once again, FM Cornog has played all the 
instruments in his apartment in Queens and recorded the songs on a Tascam 388 
mini-studio Whassitsoundlike? Kind of intimate, not unlike Lou Reed's experiments 
with vox on the album Berlin (now there's an album to slit your wrists to!) Lotsa 
delicate acoustic guitar, moody keyboards, and introspective lyrics -- all served up 
in the haze of the morning after. Cool, nice to hear from him.(CD)-Rich 

Feedtime "Billy" (Amphetamine Reptile, 2645 1st Ave. S. Minneapolis. MN 55408). 
Hmmm... So AmRep has decided to release a disc from this Garage core outfit who 
belt out Rockabilly twang backed by a abrasive rhythm section and repetitive guitar 
riffs that will aggravate your ears and provide you with an abundance of headaches. 
All I can say is thank goodness I found Tylenol in the medicine cabinet! Feedtime 
are quite lame and annoying with their monotonous tempos, chord progressions and 
vocals which may remind you of an even more raspy voiced Lemmy from Motorhead 
without the sense of humor attached. Imagine a fourth rate Poison 13 with no talent 
or energy and you may get the picture. Fans of other AmRep bands like Today Is 
The Day and The Cows should avoid this like a stinky, g easy Penn Station 
restroom. There is nothing cutting edge here. D-.(CD)-Alex 

Ferguson Baker "Case Closed” (Crustacean, POB 37384. Milwaukee, Wl 53237). 
Funk Rock that s dressed up and ready to go. Reminiscent of old Peppers or even 
Fishbone, but with enough retro '70s sound and a couple of Metal guitar parts to 
keep you interested to the end. A couple of times you may think that somebody put 
on the Spin Doctors, but it's just the lead singer’s tones and inflections (don’t worry, 
it passes quickly). A six man band tight knit enough to all play soft/hard/soft and 
groove while all sing either back-up or melody. Cool. Very cooi.(CD)-Tech Boy 

Fiona Apple “Tidal" (Sony/The Work Group, 2100 Colorado Ave., Santa Monica, 
CA 90404). Kate Bush, Joni Mitchel, and Patti Smith have all agreed to give up 5% 


of their souls to Fiona Apple. Slowly enticing lyrics matched by an even more 
enticing piano melody that wraps you up and cradles you to a place so serene and 
safe that you pray it will never end. Not piano be r material but too mellow for a club... 
maybe a nice rooftop overlooking downtown Manhattan; Stoli Martini in one hand the 
love of your life in the other. Smooth as smooth can be.(CD)-Tech Boy 

Floodgate “Penalty" (Roadrunner, 536 Broadway, 4th FI, New York, NY 10012). 
Alice In Chains meets Corrosion of Conformity only so much worse. Eleven songs 
that make you really like Korn. Let's stop this madness before it goes any further, 
shall we?(CD)-Melanie 

The Flying Luttenbachers "Destructo Noise Explosion" (Coat Tail, POB 82, 
Chicago IL 60690-0082). Punk as fuck Jazz, just the way I like my Jazz. This is by 
far the best band that I’ve heard that only has two horns and a drummer. Okay, well, 
even if there was another band with the same configuration, they would still be 
better. Fans of Iceburn must get this. This is all about fucking horns and some crazy 
ass motherfucker banging on the drums. One of the horn players is an old tooter who 
taught music at a Chicago college, "with a chaotic and humorous approach." 
Unfortunately, that old tooter left the band a week after this was recorded live on the 
air in Feb. '92 due to the onslaught of structure, and passed away three months later. 
This recording has two Albert Ayler covers, and in between songs you can hear how 
much these guys are dorks. They have gone thru many changes since, and "still get 
very little respect from the local music critics" [all critics are fuckwads any way - 
Noiz] "and older musicians." Yes, I agree with you Weasel, they should all fuck off, 
but you look like one of the guys in No Doubt. I am also inviting you for a free jam 
session; if you're ever in Long Island contact me through this zine.(CD)-Mr. Noiz 


Freak Show "Obnoxious Build-Up” (45 Joslrn St. Providence, Rl 02909) Freak 
Show is a band that likes to rock the house. I ve seen them enough times to know 
this. It’s a party to watch singers Jay Reddington and Mike Hamel (yes, Mike, you 
ARE a singer) do their thing on stage. There is never a dull moment. This seven 
song cassette is so much better than their other demo (and I thought that was good). 
“Every Word You Ever Said" is by far the best track on here. It is so brutal and 
trusting and careful and wary all at the same time. They know how to fit a torrent of 
emotion into a four minute time frame. Their sound is a cross between Primus (the 
musicianship is amazing here), the Red Hot Chili Peppers, and the Beastie Boys. 
This is a release that should not go unnoticed.(Cassette)-Melanie 

Free Kitten “Punks Suing Punks EP" (Kill Rock Stars. 120 NE State Ave #418, 
Olympia WA 98501). Now here’s some good stuff! Female vocals that have emotion 
and style. The guitars are fuzzy and the bassist and drummer form a sturdy 
backbone for this foursome. I only wish the songs really took me somewhere, 
perhaps if they were longer.(7")-Melanie 

Gavin Friday "Shag Tobacco" (Island, 825 Eighth Ave New York, NY 10019). Does 
Bryan Ferry have a twin wandering the world? The answer; possibly! A truly 
engulfing musical trip through your mind. Trac ks #10 ("My Twentieth Century”) and 
#7 (“Mr Pussy") are probably the most catchy and entertaining. If you liked Roxy 
Music or Spandau Ballet, or even OMD, then you'll like this. You should be able to 
pick this up at Tower hopefully.(CD)-Tech Boy 

Gigantaur (World Domination, Universal City Station, POB 8097, North Hollywood, 
CA 91618-8097). Okay, Gigantaur have a sound that reminds me of The Bats, (I'd 
say the singer was a dead ringer) crossed wth a little bit of Sonic Youth-ish noize 
guitar. They also have a female singer whe sings two of the five songs on this EP, 
and she reminds me of Juliana Hatfield or some chick singer of that magnitude. It's 
not a bad thing, but I thought there was nothing wrong with the first Gigantaur 
formula. Despite my hang-ups, Gigantaur are a pretty effective pop band and they 
have the right amount of goods to offer. I'm hoping to hear a full-length from them 
sometime soon, and who knows -- maybe I'll gc see them when they pay a visit from 
the land down under.(CD)-Groovy 

Gimcrack "Bad Day Every Day" (Stiff Pole, F*OB 20721, St Petersburg, FL 33742). 
Yeah, this shit rocks. Fast, up-tempo, ball-grinding Punk for the drunks. Real good 
to dance around to. I like it very much vocally. It’s got that scratchy raw Leatherface 
feel.(CD)-Spag 

Go Sailor (Lookout!, POB 11374. Berkeley, CA 94712) All of these tracks were 
released previously as two compilations and three seven inchers. Well, thanks to 
Lookout! it’s all together on one CD. Vocalist/g jitarist Rose has this wonderful lilting 
voice that doesn't really remind me of anybody except maybe the girl from the 
Sundays. The album is pretty laid back and it’s very relaxing. Every song is a perfect 
blend of raw emotion and simple daydreams. (CD)-Melanie 

Godheadsilo "Skyward In Triumph" (Sub Pop, POB 20645, Seattle, WA 98102). 
Godheadsilo is a two piece band (bass and drums) in which you can’t even miss the 
guitar. Originally they were a lot more brutal, but on this release they have severely 
toned down ( don't worry , it's still heavy) to the extent that they start off with 
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soothing floating music They do eventually kick in the distortion and heat this 
release up. I think the most intriguing thing about this band is that they are a two 
piece, but I had initially felt on previous releases that they needed a guitarist. I now 
think differently. There is a hidden Jane's Addiction song ("1%") in the middle of the 
second song. The only problem I have with this release is that they have the 
tendency to hold one note for a while, but they must have dene it to bother me I 
guess.(CD)-Mr. Noiz 

Godplow "Soft Formal Static" (Grass, 77 Madison Ave., 8th FI, New York, NY 
10014). Hey, this is pretty good. Power Emo Punk along the lines of Garden Variety 
and Skiploader Melodic screams with change up noisy guitar work Much better 
than their last release The vocals have that Sense Field approach. Enjoyable (CD)- 
Spag 

Goober Patrol “Vacation" (Fat Wreck Chords, FOB 193690 , San Francisco, CA 
94119). The third full-length from Britain's Goober Patrol find these lads kick n out 
some very poppy Punk stuff. I heard from a very reliable source that these guys 
sucked live. They recently played Coney with Tilt and I wish I could have been there. 
The record is decent and it has its peaks and valleys. Some of the worst are “Empty" 
which sounds like one of those Green Day songs. Some of the best are "Easy Life" 
and Egghead". I have a feeling that this will grow on me and I’ll eventually love 
it.(CD)-Marc 

Good Riddance "A Comprehensive Guide to Moderne Rebellion" (Fat Wreck 
Chords, POB 460144, San Francisco, CA 94146). Yeah, this shit is the Bomb. 
These guys have been around for a long while, and it's about time people give a rat's 
ass about them. This album ranges from Pop Punk to Hardcore. It's very diverse in 
sound. Every song has something different. If anyone says, "Oh, this sounds like any 
Fat Record," they should be shot. "A Credit To His Gender," is like Bad Religion 
gone Hardcore with some female vocals, and there's a cover of the Kinks’ 'Come 
Dancing" that rocks. A great record from the coolest guys from Cali (CD)-Spag 

GTC "Bolivia + Argentina = Paraguay" (Prospective . Box 6425, Minneapolis, MN 
55406). '60s retro music but in a bad kind of way. Three octave vocal harmony stuff 
that sounds like The Beach Boys wimp Rock with a bit of The Byrds' vocals thrown 
in. Only thing is that "8 Miles High" would be considered tough guy Rock n' Roll in 
comparison. If you like wishy washy mush then you'll dig this. If you want mid-'60s 
retro, do yourself a favor and check out the music section at your local 
library.(CD)-Groovy 

Hayden “Everything I Long For" (Outpost/Hardwood, no address.. ). This guy is 
HUGE in Canada. Can anyone tell me why? This album is more depressing than 
The Cure could ever hope to be. The acoustic guitar work is excellent, but Hayden's 
limited vocal range forces the music to drown in itself, over and over again. The 
piano work on “I’m to Blame" is wonderful, but once again it is smothered by the 
vocals. I actually know one person who loves this album, but he can't seem to 
explain why. Maybe someone can.(CD)-Melanie 

Heft "In A Bathtub" (Motherbox, 60 Denton Ave., East Rockaway NY 11518). Ska 
with a punk edge or Punk with a Ska beat. You know, the Less Than Jake/Suicide 
Machine pop melodic Ska Punk. The horn section is pretty tight, and good vocals 
makes this a solid, promising release.(CD)-Spag 

Hellbender "Footprint Of the American Chicken" (Reservoir, POB 790366. Middle 
Village, NY 11379-0366) Hellbender were one of those bands that I've heard a lot 
of good things about, but never actually heard since their records were about as easy 
to find as a Liberace aficionado at an ABC No Rio gig. In making the jump from 
Behemoth to Reservoir hopefully others will finally be able to catch up on what 
they've been missing. I know I certainly have! Musically this is a hybrid of blasting 
and melodic Punk; I’d call them "Emo" but that might be misleading since a lot of 
Emo bands nowadays sound like they’re fronted by a guy who’s getting a body cavity 
search from his Scoutmaster. This is definitely a keeper!(CD)-Groovy 

Hellbent "0.01" (Fifth Colvmn, POB 787, Washington. DC 20044). Members of 
Chemlab, 16 Volt, Thrill Kill Kult and Halo Black join forces as Hellbent. Jared, Eric 
and Bryan trade off vocals, Dylan creates some "sutures" and Levi thumps out his 
lovable bass lines. Most of this sounds like a better produced and executed Halo 
Black.(CD)-Baz Turd 

Hemlock "Valvestate" (Goldenrod, 3770 Tansy St., San Diego. CA 92121) This 
fuckin' rules! Hemlock is a vicious San Diego based trio that features Tanner 
drummer Chris Prescott on guitars and vocals. Now Hemlock have returned with yet 
another killer EP that features these lads dabbling in angst powered, guitar driven 
noisy Punk which will have your ass dancing around in no time. Tracks like "Torn 
From Both Sides" and "Legroom" thrive on a big, ferocious rhythm section thick 
chords and Chris Prescott's mid range voice which see saws back and forth from a 
melodic, smooth delivery to outright pissed off screams. The band may utilize a 
quick little acoustic guitar intro on "Brody" but don't let that fool you because right 
away the song kicks into "Noise Assault" mode. With the ability to write great songs 


where the chorus and bridge parts will creep up on you out of nowhere, Hemlock 
always keep you guessing like a blindfolded guy at some bachelor party whose eyes 
are suddenly exposed to four nude, sexy lesbians ready to give their tongues a 
workout. This disc is my pick of the issue and yes, fans of Tanner will find joy in this. 
A+. (CD)-Alex 

Hoodoo Gurus In Blue Cave" (Zoo Entertainment, 6363 Sunset Blvd, Hollywood, 
CA 90028). The guitars on this recording are slamming and this drummer is 
awesome. The vocals are melodic and strong without being too catchy. I can see a 
lot of this style in Radiohead. I suppose you could consider Hoodoo Gurus the 
grandparents of most of today's British pop acts. Give it a listen and see where 
today’s sounds evolved from.(CD)-Melanie 

Hotel X "Ladders" (SST, POB 1, Lawndale, CA 90260). Jazz Fusion fiends will get 
all hot and bothered over this puppy! Ladders is a 12 track disc that explores a land 
of tight musicianship and well crafted songs that seem a little Al Dimeola influenced. 
There's plenty of odd time signatures, unique fretless bass playing, loud sax and 
anything else that instrumentally speaking that is Jazz related. This stuff will 
definitely keep you awake for it's not the type of seductive music you'd hear on 
Playboy At Night right before someone's about ‘o get laid. Really cool stuff if you can 
appreciate it. B+.(CD)-Alex 

Hovercraft (Repellent, 4742 42nd Ave., SW11616, Seattle, WA 98116) Wow this 
two song 10" was really noisy and very experimental in an old Pink Floyd sort of way. 
Side A, "Stereo Specific Polymerization": 11 min., 29 sec. Definition (as per jacket): 
"Selectively directs the formation of polymeric chains having predetermined stearic 
configurations (among the many stereo isomers theoretically possible in a given 
reaction), [stearic relating to atoms in space: spatial.] Side B: "Thixotropic": 8 min 
50 sec Definition "the ability of a liquid to resist the pull of gravity. Materials that are 
gel-like at the rest and fluid when agitated." These guys are definitely not normal, but 
that pretty much does describe the record. I would have to recommend this to fans 
of Iceburn, especially fans of Hephasteus. " his is an instrumental release in the 
space genre.(10")-Mr. Noiz 

Iced Earth "The Dark Saga" (Century Media, 1453-A 14th St. #324, Santa Monica, 
CA 90404). The cover of this CD alone is reason enough to get it, an original Spawn 
drawing from the Image camp! You comic book freaks should run out and get copies 
before the word gets out. All you displaced '80s thrashers should also take note: this 
is some of the best stuff I’ve heard since Fates Warning did No Exit. Melodic, mid- 
tempo Thrash that will make a lot of true metalheads bare their true colors. This 
could a start to the Metal resurgence that people have begun to predict. I'm not sure, 
but I like the CD nonetheless.(CD)-MYK 

Ignite "Past Our Means" (Revelation, POB 5232, Huntington Beach, CA 92615- 
5232). This is the third Ignite release I've gotten and I already can't wait for the next 
one. Total '88 style Hardcore ala Orange County's best. X-members of No For An 
Answer and Uniform Choice, amongst others. This is a six song EP length CD that 
is totally amazing Totally PC without being ass holes about it, this is the way I grew 
up to expect things. If you Victory kids want to see what Hardcore is really about 
check out Ignite, and prepare for an attitude you haven't seen in years.(CD)-MYK 

Impala "Play R&B Favorites" (Estrus, POB 2125, Bellingham, WA 98227). Never 
mind the incredible day-glo artwork, because the cool packaging that your used to 
seeing from Estrus shouldn't sway you; it's the music, baby, that counts! Four songs 
here, presumably all covers, twittered and smacked out with a verrrry sexy sax 
accompanying. The majority of the stuff is a bit more mid-tempo than much of the 
other Impala stuff, but the band's excellent musicianship hits the mark every time 
Buy this!(7")-Rich 

Jeremy Enigk "Return of the Frog Queen" (Sub Pop, POB 20645, Seattle, WA 
98102). What happened to Seattle’s best band? well two guys are in some pop 
band, and here is one of the vocalists/guitarists on a solo venture. Jeremy's vocals 
were a stand out for Sunny Day Real Estate, and in this solo venture he drops the 
distortion for a Sgt Pepper feel. The first time I heard this I was gonna bring this to 
Joe's annual Beer Bash/CD shootout. Fortunately I gave this a second listen, and I 
really like this CD. The songs have a mellow feel but tend to pick up and get heavy 
in it's own context. This is an orchestrated event, so don't get this and expect SDRE, 
but I would sure like to hear some band efforts from Mr Enigk on the lines of 
SDRE.(CD)-Mr. Noiz 

Jughead’s Revenge “Image Is Everything" (Nitro, 7071 Warner Avenue, F-736, 
Huntington Beach, CA 92647). Now that MYK works for Dutch East, he and I no 
longer have fights over who gets the new Jughead stuff. I kind of miss those fights - 
I was gonna let him kick my ass this time. JR s fourth full-length is also their debut 
on Nitro, and from listening to the first two songs “Parliament of Whores” and 
“Tearing Down the World," I must say I was disappointed. Those two songs are not 
what I expect from those Cali boys. However, from the title track on through, what 
you have here is a great Cali Punk record. The songs are quick and the lyrical 
content comes from the heart. Sixteen songs in 32 minutes that got better every time 


40 














man will surrender 













































I listened to it.(CD)-Marc 

Kill Ypur Idols "Live at CBGB’s" (For more info, call Andy 516-957-2793). KYI is 
100% Punk/Hardcore. You will not find any Hip Hop/Emo/Metal/ or noise elements 
on this tape KYI only know howto write one song...but it is a damn good song. This 
tape sounds more 1986 than 1996. That was a compliment. The songs are all fast, 
short, and feature some of the best aggressive vocals I have heard in a while. Andy's 
voice is raw and powerful, but he doesn't sacrifice clarity. For a six song/ten minute 
demo this is a great release. However, if KYI intend to hold the listener's attention 
for a full-length record. I think they should expand beyond their narrow focus of 
recreating the best of early '80s Hardcore. It's refreshing to hear a Hardcore band 
from New York, that doesn't play New York style Hardcore.(CD)-Mr. Hymson 

Knockout "Think It’s Time" (Doctor Dream, 841 Collins, Orange, CA 92667) With 
all of the members growing up in Orange County, what you have here is a mixture 
of some of the best OC bands of all time. Social D, The Adolescents and countless 
others have influenced Knockout, which is cool with me. Frank Agnew, an original 
Adolescent, produced this record. It has more of a Punk-n-Roll record feeling to it 
than a Punk record. This is a really good record and I'll play it every time I get 
homesick. Some of the best are “I Think It’s Time" and “Normie". On “Normie" 
there's a fart instead of a fill and I lost it. How did they know I love farts? Let it 
rip!(CD)-Marc 

Life’s Blood (Vermiform, POB 12065, Richmond, VA 23241). Brutal Hardcore the 
way it's supposed to be -- fast, loud, opinionated, raw, and insane. My 7" of this 
band, which is on this disc, says "pay no more than $3.00 ever." Now it's at rest, 
collecting dust, 'cause it was worth the seven bucks to play this in my room and 
jump around without it skipping. This reissue also contains one demo track and 
bunch of others from various comps and splits. If you're into Hardcore and don't own 
this, you're late and insane. If you have it on vinyl, well buy the disc ’cause it don’t 
skip when you dance.(CD)-Spag 

Local H "As Good As Dead” (Island, 825 Eighth Ave. New York, NY 10019) A two 
man hard Rock band? If you can pull it off, do it. That’s exactly what Local H does, 
and well. Sometimes this album sounds like the next Nirvana album or some 
unreleased tracks from Foo Fighters, but it’s all Local H. The ironies in the lyrics 
immediately make you think of Kurt or even Soundgarden. This is definitely ajsand 
to keep an ear out for! Tracks like “High Fiving,' "Bound for the Floor, rritzs 
Corner," and "Manifest Destiny Pt.2" mark this whole band a keepa.(CD)-Tech Boy 

Lollipop "Dog Piss On Dog" (Amphetamine Reptile, 2645 1st Ave S , Minneapolis, 
MN 55408). Garage + Noise = Lollipop. It starts out a riff from the last Boss Hog 
record and "Panty Raid" by Murphy's Law, but don't let that scare you. This is some 
good stuff in the uhh, Garage/Noise thing Joe Kowalski would love this.(CD)-Mr. 
Noiz 

Love In Reverse “I Was Here" (Reprise, no address...). Nothing fancy or outlandish 
about this album, just simple rock-and-roll. This is the type of album I used to put on 
my turn-table and play every hour of every day until even the dog knew the beats and 
lyrics. For some reason the lead singer makes me flash back to my old High School 
bands like Judas Priest, Early Ratt, Ministry and Cheap Trick For anyone looking for 
that album that is just simply that (good Rock-and-Roll) find Love In Reverse and 
give your parents a migraine. Enjoy!!(CD)-Tech Boy 

Lovenut "Bastards Of Melody" (Interscope, 10900 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1230, Los 
Angeles. CA 90024). This disc is not for everybody but I surely dug it. Basically 
Lovenut are an Alterna-Rock band who seem to have grown up with Cheap Trick. 
In fact, songs like "She Won't Do Me" and "Into Battle" have a strong Cheap Trick 
influence, especially in the vocal department and chorus parts. Still Lovenut manage 
to maintain their own sound while showing off their influences. 3astards Of Melody 
does not sink into a cesspool of jangly college puke, yet at the same time it does not 
reflect the angst and pain of some punk who had his Doc Martens stolen. Yes 
indeed, Lovenut are a guilty pleasure.(CD)-Alex 

Lucy’s Fur Coat “Aurora" b/w "Stealth" (Goldenrod, Tansy St., San Diego CA). 
Boring. Don’t you hate it when vocals follow the guitars? God forbid the guitarist 
does a solo; then we’re all in for it' The music is heavy, but I can’t help wishing it 
was heavier. It’s not a matter of taste, it's a matter of not sounding as good as you 
could.(7”)-Melanie 

Lughead "Hold My Life" (Paint Chip, POB 12401, Albany. NY 12212). This release 
is okay but nothing special to rave about. Lughead may be radio friendly enough to 
make it onto K-Rock but not quite daring and original to make the most loyal UTV 
reader drool in a frenzy. The band’s singer seems to borrow some vox style from Kurt 
Cobain, the mellow to loud guitar structures seem borrowed from Sunny Day Real 
Estate and quite frankly all I can say is this; the acoustic oriented, slightly countryish 
track "You’re Still Around" not only sticks out like a sore thumb but it also sounds like 
any other "alternative" power ballad that would give Casey Casern a hard-on. Sure, 
some interesting guitar harmonics and power chords can be found here and there 


but it's not enough to coverup the fact that this band would be ideal tourmates for 
Bush or Sponge. Heck, I wouldn't be surprised if Lughead will be invited to MTV's 
Lewis Largent's next Bar-B-Que party. C-.(CD)-Alex 

Malevolent Creation “Joe Black" (Pavement, 17W703A Butterfield Rd, Oakbrook 
Terrace. IL 60181). This is apparently an EP with a shitload of MC history Three 
typical Death Metal songs that neither move me nor make me nauseous are the 
basis of this disc. After that it gets interesting. Three remixes that have almost turned 
into a Death Metal Techno. It gives MC that uplift they needed to be interesting. 
These are my three favorite songs on this disc. Three demo tracks from ‘90 and ‘93, 
demo versions of blah Metal - need I say more 7 A nice gesture, and that's all I have 
to say about that.(CD)-MYK 

Marilyn Manson "Antichrist Superstar" (Interscope, 10900 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 
1230, Los Angeles. CA 90024). As I said in the past. I like the singer from this band 
only because he resembles a character out of an EC comic (that’s Tales From The 
Crypt or Vault of Horror, for you lame-o's). Many would argue that the EC world is 
far more complex than the two dimensional offerings from MM. As radio filler 
Antichrist Superstar is ideal, because it even gives station programmers the idea 
that they're ramming a hot poker of controversy into the eardrums of the listeners. 
To me, it’s just run of the mill Rock and Roll' I’ve heard Diamanda Galas, I've heard 
Suckdog, I've watched GG eat his own. I viewed Piss Christ and seen the 
"controversial" Mapplethorpe pix. Nothing for nothing, in the shadow of those artistic 
visionaries this stuff is about as threatening as those Snap, Crackle and Pop 
guys.(CD)-Groovy 

Marion “This World and Body” (London, 90 Ltd., no address). Marion’s sound is 
rougher around the edges compared to other similar bands from England, 
sometimes sounding like The Cult or U2 but not as deep thought provoking. None 
the less, still a good band to listen to. Too bad we already have four English pop 
bands on the scene, Marion might have given us something to sink our teeth 
into.(CD)-Tech Boy 

McRackins "Short and Sweet" (Shredder. 75 Plum Lane #3, San Rafael, CA 
94091). How the fuck do these fuckin’ Canadians do it? They've released over 100 
songs in a little over a year. Eight more fuckin’ great power Pop Punk tunes that 
make me go bezerk in my room. Unfortunately, the McRackins flipped their van and 
got a little banged up Thank God they turned out over-easy after the Colorado crash. 
So they canceled the rest of their US tour and went home to record a song called 
"Colorado Van Crash" about the accident. With lyrics like "We were booked at 
CB’s/Ya that was our big dream." The next line should of been, "Ya, Spag would of 
been there/With the bottle of Jim Beam." But, hey, if they only knew how upset I 
was. But the 10" is enough to hold me over for a few months. Great 10". Love those 
fuckin’ Canadians ay? Fat chance winning the Hockey World Cup.(10")-Spag 

Mercyful Fate "Into the Unknown" (Metal Blade, 2345 Erringer Rd, Suite 108, Simi 
Valley, CA 93065-2200). This isn’t by far the worst reunion type album I've heard, 
but the last two MF discs were much better. Hey, if you put this next to the new Fear 
album, it would be Album of the Year. I don’t think it’s even the music -- it’s pretty 
good actually, except the solos. Hey, the guys are getting old. Mr. Diamond, your 
lyrics suck dick. Not only that, but that voice range that made you famous is history. 

I still recommend Mercyful Fate to anybody who claims to listen to Metal, but this 
album is only for the real diehard fans. Thank God I fit into that category.(CD)-MYK 

The Mob "No Rules in this Game" (Another Planet. 740 Broadway, New York, NY 
10003). This is a collection of 32 old school onthems from NYC’s Hardcore kings. 
Ten of these songs are previously unreleased, and the remaining are from Upset the 
System and We Come to Cmsh. Their first demo and two WNYU interviews are also 
on this. If you’ve never heard The Mob, they’re kind of like Minor Threat only much 
harder. This collection is a Hardcore kid’s wet dream. (CD)-Melanie 

Mocket "Bionic Parts" (Punk In My Vitamins POB 2283 Olympia, WA 98507). This 
is what you get when you mix the B-52's, Violent Femmes, and Unwound (I think 
this is Vern Rumsky's label). This smells like rock lobster all over, but with a lot mo’ 
noise. I love the intro to "Spark Plug.’’(CD)-Mr. Noiz 

Motaba-Erehwon Conspiracy (c/o Ben, 16 Tudor Rd, Hicksville, NY 11801-5327). 
Judging by the notes on the three songs on this tape I think I share similar views to 
these guys, not 100%, but similar. Megadittos... "the story of how we have been 
trained in the World, through the media's traditional values’ which teach us to be 
sexist, racist, homophobic." "56 Cents An Hour" is more or less about how we 
support these large multinationals who exploit the third world in order to provide us 
with "dope" fashions, that is until the turn against us. "Noticed For A Moment" urges 
for the destruction of all icons, idols, orators I think the intent is fantastic, musically 
I detect a Neglect Hardcore influence, but with a vocalist in the screechy throaty 
Halfman, Scapegrace, 52X, Wheelchair, Milhouse vein of things. Hopefully this 
group gives a very vocal presentation about their ideas when they play out because 
I can see the message easily getting lost behind the aggro music and overlooked by 
the machismo meatheads who are only locking for an excuse!(Cassette)-Groovy 
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Mr. T Experience "Night Shift at the Thrill Factory" (Lookout, PCB 11374, Berkeley, 
CA 94712). I don’t know too much about Mr. T Experience, but I think this is a 
reissue of their second album. It has that late '80s Cali Punk sound Most Lookout 
fans will appreciate this release along with their other dozen or so records. (CD)-Spag 

Mudgod (440 5th Ave. Brooklyn, NY 11215). The music for Mudgod shows 
tremendous talent and cohesiveness between the members The bass lines are 
heavy and melodic while the guitar lines are laid down by Anthony Bramante, x- 
Nuciear Assault guitar guy. The drummer keeps good time and together the group 
would give any Metal band a run for its money. The fault that I find is the singer. I 
don't feel he fits in, and to make it worse he just sounds like a mix of 
StoneTempleGardenDanzig They need a more raspy vocalist with some kind of 
hook. Anyone who appreciates good Metal should get in touch with these guys, they 
have a really bright future; I just think that future will be blazing with a different 
vocalist. (CD)-MYK 

Murder Junkies "Feed My Sleeze" (Alive, POB 7112, Burbank, CA 91510). The 
Murder Junkies once again return to the scene with a full-length CD. This is probably 
the best thing these guys have ever put out without GG, but it is the Murder Junkies. 
The lyrics suck, and if they were friends of mine I would just want to smack the crap 
out of them. How many times can you sing about Heroin and shitting on people? I 
know that there are people who really enjoy this stuff, but you d think they would 
learn from GG’s untimely death that this stuff just doesn’t lead to much. Like I said, 
this is the best thing I've heard from them if you like this stuff. If you don't like this 
stuff it still sucks ass, so don't even bother trying it.(CD)-MYK 

Murphy's Law' Dedicated" (Another Planet, 740 Broadway, New York. NY 10003). 
The comedy kings of NYHC return with their best album since Back With a Bong! 
Eleven songs that are "Dedicated" to former member Chuck Valle, who was brutally 
murdered in Los Angeles. I can't think of a better tribute, as this album brings 
Murphy's back to the status they held in the late '80's matinee days. There is, 
included in the cover, a reply card for the DA of LA that I urge all people to send 
back in regards to the murder trial surrounding Chuck. This is a great album. I highly 
recommend it, but the loss of Chuck is definitely felt here. Not musically as the new 
members are excellent, but spiritually. May he rest in peace ano hopefully the piece 
of shit that killed Chuck is put away for ever.(CD)-MYK 

My Dying Bride "The Angel and the Dark River" (Fierce/Futuris r , 8 Greens St., 2nd 
FI, New York, NY 10013). Doomy, very Gothic and ambient Metal. Great for the 
Winter season v/hen you're cooped up in your house and re-reading the sections of 
Last Exit that you had highlighted. For a lot of people this stuff warms their heart, 
after all the misery seems to diminish when you realize there are others more 
miserable then yourself. This is good stuff when you’re in that kind of 
mocd.(CD)-Groovy 

Nefarius "Subjugation Appreciation" (c/o Derrick Prince. 162 Lenox Rd, North 
Babylon, NY 11704). This young Long Island electronic band bust out some 
promising synth lines, heavy beats with edgy vocals. All in all, I feel Nefarius has 
great potential. Their songs seem very inspired and a lot is going on I think they're 
a recording or two away from getting their own sound. If they can do that, they II be 
unstoppable. Five songs. (Cassette)-Baz Turd 

Nerdy Girl “Dime Store Hussy" (No Life, POB 461778, Los Angeles. CA 90046). 
Mousy female vocals without much ground to stand on. All tnree songs are very 
different in sound. It’s kind of in the vein of Suzanne Vega, but not as melodic.(7")- 

Melanie 

Nevermore "In Memory" (Century Media, 1453-A 14th St. #324 Santa Monica, CA 
90404). Vocalist Warrel Dane, of Sanctuary fame, returns with his new band 
Nevermore. They are heavier than their predecessor and are also a lot more focused, 
with a darker outlook in their music. The pressure of the '80's Thrash scene to do or 
die nas been relieved and the music starts to be more natural and shine through. 
There is also a cover of two Bauhaus songs that take this dark and somber mood 
very well. All together this is a great piece of Metal for the '90s. Ps: the last track has 
a very Into Another-ish feel to it. See I told you they were Metal.(CD)-MYK 

New Bomb Turks "Scared Straight" (Epitaph, 6201 Sunset Blvd. #7 11, Hollywood, 
CA 90028). New Bomb Turks continue to set the standard for the new breed of 
American Rock n’ Roll, loosely flanked by the likes of Electric Frankenstein ano the 
now defunct Teengenerate (a clever and valid reference although the band hailed 
from Japan). Hmmmm . hmmmm...How do you give a band - this consistent, this 
pure, this GOOD --justice in just a few words? Listening to the Turks can be likened 
to the following scenario; You (the listener) are ambushed by four guys. The guitar 
wielding one alternately smacks you on the side of the head and rips your shirt to 
shreds. The drummer does his best Bruce Lee impression and succeeds in baffling 
his prey with dexterity and skill. The big guy (who's been holding you from behind 
all along), jumps in front for a second and kicks you in the stomach while the 
talkative guy is explaining that this whole situation is actually benefitting you. You fall 
face first on damp concrete. You raise your head You gurgle. A piece of tooth 


emerges first, then a mixture of spit and blood Finally, one word: "More."(CD)-Rich 

New Bomb Turks "Scared Straight" (Epitaph, 2798 Sunset Boulevard, Los 
Angeles, CA 90026). So the Turks are back with a shitload of new rockin' fuckin' 
Punk Rock numbers, and they spice things up with the Jerry Lee Lewis piano Rock 
’n Roll swing on "Professional Againster." It’s about time Epitaph put something out 
good, 'cause it's been quite some time. Now with the Humpers, the Turks, and the 
Descendents, they got something going good once again. If you don't own all the 
Turks stuff by now, oh well; now's a good time to start with this release.(CD)-Spag 

No Knife “Drunk On The Moon" (Time Bomb 219 Broadway #519, Laguna Beach, 
CA 92651). I've been reading a lot about this label on the Internet and it's affiliation 

with BMG.well it’s all whack shit about how major’s are starting "indie" labels to 

get the “integrity" of the underground, and this is one of the by products. No Knife 
have a good sound but, the songs don't really go anywhere interesting; by the middle 
of the second song, it feels like snooze time. On another level, read the editorial of 
May’s MRR (I think) on the subject of payola (the new form), because there were at 
least four copies of this baby floating around Mr. Black’s bachelor pad about three 
weeks after I already had a copy. But this might make it to Joe s Beer Bash and CD 
Shoot., fun for all... PULL!(CD)-Mr Noiz 

No Redeeming Social Value "Rocks the Party" (Striving For Togetherness, POB 
564571, College Point, NY 11356). Fuckin’ intense Hardcore with character While 
Earth Crisis is trying to save the planet, NRSV is here to destroy it with lots of Olde 
E in their blood systems. Songs about getting fucked up on the 64 oz. At the end of 
this party favorite, there’s a Hip Hop number the Beastie Boys wish they could write, 
and the live bonus tracks from their European tour with Iron Maiden and Dokken 
back in '84 is a pure riot Buy it for your next family reunion.(CD)-Spag 

Orange 9mm "Tragic" (Atlantic. 75 Rockefeller Plaza, 2nd FI, New York, NY 
10019) Does the term "Post-Hardcore" mean anything to you? Orange 9mm have 
that start/stop thang that contemporaries like Hairnet or Quicksand have been noted 
for, but I feel this band has stayed more true to their original sound than those other 
two bands. Produced by Barkmarket's Dave Sardy, Tragic is still noisy and 
thunderous, though there are radio friendly cuts like "Dead In the Water" with its 
addictively wobbling chorus. A lot of noise, some catchy lines, and not too shabby 
despite Chaka's vocal style and my generally anti-Rap sentiment. Decent, but the 
earlier Revelation stuff is better.(CD)-Rich 

Orange 9mm "Tragic" (Atlantic, 75 Rockefeller Plaza, Nev / York, NY 10019). 
Chaka and crew are back with their third release The first thing that I noticed is how 
bass-heavy these songs are. Next is how funked out they all are. And lastly you 
notice how much Chaka sounds like Anthony from the Red Hot Chili Peppers. This 
definitely grew on me, but it grew from total hatred the first time I listened. I still think 
the Rev EP is the best thing they did, but this is better than a lot of the Post- 
Hardcore stuff I've heard.(CD)-MYK 

Ovarian Trolley "Crocodile Tears" (Shimmy Disc, JAF Box 1187, New York, NY 
10116). I can't tell you how many times someone has told me to check out this 
band, because supposedly I'd really dig 'em. I did, and I dont care for them. 
Kramer's production on this sounds like it enhanced the band a bit, but OT's 
guitarists sound like they can't tell when their guitars need to be tuned or something. 
There's nothing too exceptional going on here; dual female vocals that start sounding 
like old Heart at times, and that is bad! I feel bad about ragging on this because 
someone suggested that I had some beef with Kramer because of the wise ass 
remarks that I've made about Shimmy Disc and whatnot in issues past. Thats total 
nonsense because I've praised his work with Sofia Run which I still feel is brilliant. 
Skip OT and check out Sofia Run's demo and Dignity of Folley CD to hear Kramer's 
knob tweaking at it's most prolific.(CD)-Groovy 

Overdose "Scars" (Fierce Recordings, 285 W Broadway, Suite 300, New York, NY 
10013). Another Metal band from Brazil. If you take away the cool percussion, they 
would sound like another Metal band from Long Island. Rock on!(CD)-Baz Turd 

OZ Willis "The Great Unwashed" (Analysis , 273 Chippewa Dr, Columbia. SC 
29210-6508). For a second, I thought I had The Downward Spiral in my CD player. 
Whiny Reznor vox, sequencing, crunchin' guitar and umm.piano! Ack! I forget that 
there are still bands out there that want to be NIN. This CD sucks my Willis. Give 
it up guys and get an original idea.(CD)-Baz Turd 

Paul Schiitze "Phantom City - Site Anubis" (Big Cat, Radio City Station, POB 855, 
New York, NY 10101-0855) With Phantom City, Paul Schiitze, one of the leading 
proponents of the "new English avant-garde," has produced a work that moves far 
beyond simple classification. Music concrete, dub, and "fourth world Jazz are 
melded into a richly exotic polyrhythmic stew. Each of these seven instrumentals 
possesses the dreamy improvisional sheen that is often associated with the works 
of many ECM recording artists, like Terje Rypdal and Jack Dejohnette, but Schiitze 
takes this Jazz based framework (constructed by the virtuostic core ensemble of 
bassist, Bill Laswell, guitarist Raoul Bjorkeriheim, and drummer, Dirk Wachtelear), 
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and twists it into his own warped hybrid, adding samples, percussion, electronics, 
and texture... Although Schutze's work has recently been lumped into the genres 
of "ambient" and "isolationism," he shatters all concepts with Phantom City This 
recording is strongly recommended to those interested in experimental music old 
or new. Here, the composer brings together the improvisional vigor of classic 
recordings such as Rypdal’s Odyssey , Miles Davis' Bitches Brew and Crimson's 
Larks Tongues with that of modern works by the likes of David Toop, Jon Hassel, 
Brian Eno. etc. . .Consider Phantom City an essential purchase.(CD)-Jules 

Perfect “When Squirrels Play Chicken" (Medium Cool/Restless, 1616 Vista Del 
Mar Hollywood, CA 90028). Tommy Stinson, formerly of the Replacements , returns 
to the front with his new band. I'm not too hip on the name though -- Perfect ? 
Hardly. What we have here is a Rock-n-Roll record, the snotty version. Some songs 
could be Replacements songs. I know Steevo is a big fan, but I don't care for this at 
all. If there is a positive, it would be “Sometimes".(CD)-Marc 

Puffball (Burning Heart, Box 441, 701 48 Orebro, Sweden). Puffball is in your face 
brutal Punk hailing from Sweden! What makes this band in such a successful way 
is their raw, stripped down approach which enables these guys to unleash fiery three 
chord progressions, scorching guitar leads not overdone and "fuck you attitude" lyrics 
which will inspire you to raise the middle finger at any conformist scum who gets in 
your way. Vocals are delivered in that sandpapery Rancid vein throughout this eight 
track CD proving diversity in vocals isn't always necessarily in key. This unit would 
blend in perfectly with your Total Chaos and Battalion Of Saints collection. B+ (CD)- 
Alex 

The Queers "Don't Back Down" (Lookout, POB 11374, Berkeley CA 94712). The 
Queers have been around for ages and these days they are moving more and more 
toward the Beach Boys and away from the Ramones sound. “Punk Rock Girl" for 
sure is the hit song. It’s catchy, cute, and real friendly -- you know, it's Pop Punk. 
The final track, "I Can’t Get Over You," is with Lisa Marr of Cub, for you female- 
vocalist-likers. For some reason, regardless of how stupid the r lyrics can be, The 
Queers still make me tap my foot and shake my head with joy (CD)-Spag 

Reacharound Who's Tommy Cooper" (Trauma, 10900 Wilshire Blvd. Suite 1230, 
Los Angeles, CA 90024). Rock-A-Blues has emerged as the “new" sound of the 
minute. Social Distortion and The Stray Cats should be thanked in Reacharound’s 
thank-you's since that’s who they’re ripping off. Track #2, “B g Chair," is a ready 
getting mainstream radio play, but don’t be fooled, the whole album isn’t all that 
good -- it’s that repetitious The first four tracks are entertaining, but tracks 5-11 are, 
well, annoying Whoever mixed and arranged the tracks definitely had some 
marketing training! The four best tracks first, then one last saving grace for track 12 
(“Caught Up In Myself’). Over all, I'll play this disk a couple more times before it 
starts collecting dust.(CD)-Tech Boy 

Refused "Songs To Fan The Flames Of Discontent" (Victory, POB 146546, IL 
60614). One of the better releases on Victory. These guys are from Sweden and I 
think that explains the Meshuggah influence. Thankfully. Refused don't have the 
typical over distorted Swedish guitar sound. For those who dont know, Meshuggah 
are Sweden’s version of Pantera That element is a part of Refused's sound, but by 
no means all of it. I hear a jazzy Noise Rock element that is a musical cross between 
Jesus Lizard/Rollins Band/and the typical AmRep sound. The songs are well written 
and the musicianship is much better than an average Hardcore band. Refused is one 
of the few Hardcore bands who has progressed beyond the primitive '80s Hardcore 
sound, but is able to match the intensity and aggression of every Biohazard and Sick 
Of It All rip off band out there.(CD)-Mr. Hymson 

Reign "Exit Clause" (Mausoleum, POB 6700, FDR Station, New York NY 10150- 
6700). Sorry, so it took me like six months to review this but I was busy. This is by 
far the best title that Mausoleum has put out other than Voi Vod Reign is very 
reminiscent of latter era Napalm Death Barney vocals mixed with the currently 
popular slow grinding chugga- chugga guitar lines. There isn't arything extraordinary 
about this disc, but it is good. It is a typical case of a label trying to jump on a current 
trend. If this band was on any other Metal label they would be much better known, 
but regardless, it is a band worth checking out.(CD)-MYK 

Rejuvenate "To The Extreme" (Free Spirit, POB 1252, Madison Square Station, 
New York. NY 10159-1252) Tommy Rat and company return with a new CD 
consisting of 13 songs and a live show. Two of the studio songs are covers, "Pay To 
Cum" and "Victim In Pain," showing where these guys got their influences. The live 
songs give you a better feeling for this powerful Hardcore mainstay than the studio 
stuff does. I think the music is a little over produced and loses the raw energy these 
guys are known for. Check these guys out and see what it takes to survive n this 
Hardcore world (CD)-MYK 

Robert Gordon "King Biscuit Flower Hour Presents" (King Biscuit Flower Hour, 
POB 6700, FDR Station, New York, NY 10150). This is a 1979 live recording of 
excellent Rockabilly, performed by the notorious Robert Gordon. He has a six inch 
high, jet black pompadour hairdo. Check it out!(CD)-Baz Turd 


Ruth Ruth "Brainiac" b/w “Love Potion" (Deep Elm, POB 1965, New York, NY 
10156). If I had never heard Ruth Ruth, I would give this record a pretty good review, 
but given the knowledge I have of them, I can’t help but be disappointed. After 
seeing them open for Everclear, I wanted to buy their album. I never got around to 
it, so I’m going off of these two songs. What happened? They were so good live...is 
it really them? It doesn’t sound like Ruth Ruth to me Anyway, if you’ve never heard 
them, give it a go. It really ain’t so bad.(7")-Melanie 

Saturn’s Flea Collar “Stretch to Activate" (Alternative Tentacles, POB 419092, San 
Francisco, CA 94141-9092). This band must have a ritual where they beat each 
other senseless before recording. This is really wild! The only description that is 
broad enough to encompass this band is random. The drummer has a Hardcore 
style, the guitarist and bassist could be in Siouxsie and the Banshees and the singer 
is kind of wobbly. If you like weird stuff, this may be your cup of java.(7")-Melanie 

Scar Tissue "Separator" (21st Circuitry, POB 170100, San Francisco, CA 94117). 

In your face electronics! Shove that drum machine down your throat and stick your 
finger in the socket. Get the idea yet? Separator is monstrous. While listening to this 
on headphones, the panning of some noise made me jump out of my skin! Love to 
hear it at a club!(CD)-Baz Turd 

Sense Field "Building" (Revelation, POB 5232, Huntington Beach, CA 92615- 
5232). This is an awesome piece of musicianship. It's no wonder that Warner is 
pumping money into this band. I can say that for once I think the band is deserving 
of the help they're receiving. This is Emo pop at its best, with all the catchy guitar 
riffs and the soft powerful vocals. This is the best Sense Field record yet, and if 
people want to see how to play music that is trend setting not trend following, this 
is the disc for you.(CD)-MYK 

Sensefield "Building" (Revelation, POB 5232, Huntington Beach, CA 92615-5232). 
There is one thing I can say about Sensefield’s progression is that they have gotten 
faster with each album This ain't no Grindcore album, that's for sure, but what 
Sensefield has to offer is Hardcore influenced pop that not all folk can appreciate (but 
most Rev bands are like that now). Fans of Texas Is the Reason would definitely like 
this, and the matching of them for a tour was a great idea. This band came out of the 
ashes of Reason to Believe back in the '80s. I seem to hear a Rush influence, but 
some of my friends disagree. Their last album, Killed For Less took me a long time 
to really like, and this one did also. The songs themselves are sort of radio-friendly, 
which I usually don’t care for, but definitely better then most of the garbage on the 
radio (and yes, it sucks to have a car with no cassette player). On another note this 
band allegedly has a future major deal going on, which I think entails one more 
album on Rev, but then it's off to the big time. On even another note, I hear that Rev 
has a vinyl offerings of Bush and No Doubt (yippee!), which even though its none of 
my business, I find it SUCKY!!(CD)-Mr. Noiz 

Shed “Unashamed" (71 Andem St.. Providence, Rl 02908-4514). This is the VOD 
of Rhode Island. Shed are a great Hardcore outfit without the macho attitudes. The 
vocals are hearty and raw on every track, with “Unashamed" being the one that 
jumps out at you the most. "Home" and “Separated" also share the spotlight and 
that’s not to say that the other songs aren't great, because they are! If you get the 
opportunity, go see them.(Cassette)-Melanie 

sHoeGazeR "Two Boxing Brown Bears" (TON Music, 6201 Sunset Blvd. #077, 
Hollywood, CA 90028). I thought this was going to be one of those shoegaze bands; 
actually, I was hoping this was going to be a shoegaze band because I haven't heard 
any of that kind of stuff for a real long time. The cheap looking insert composed of 
black printing on yellow construction paper should've suggested otherwise (since 
artsy is a yes! yes! with most gazers and primitive is a no! no!) I popped the disc in 
and got a smorgasbord of Pop Punk delivered to me. Kind of like if The Offspring 
didn’t have that fairy vocal style and lifted more of their style from the Ramones. Not 
bad, but I'm overloaded with this type of material. Oh yeah, the insert has one of 
those "for promotional use only, sale or other t'ansfer is prohibited" stamp markings 
on the insert as well. That's not very punk! Labels take note: Epitaph and Fat dont 
stamp their promos!! I just thought I'd point that out since most of you indy-punk 
label owners are trying to figure out the ingredients to Fat Mike's secret sauce. You 
stamp, we stomp! Kapeesh?(CD)-Groovy 

Sick and Wrong “Hot Beef Injection" (Vagrant, 6536 29th Ave., NE Seattle, WA 
98109). Bad chick Glam-Rock. Stay far away from this May frighten small 
children (CD)-Melanie 

Skinnerbox "Special Wild" (Stubborn, 504 Grand Street #F52, New York, NY 
10002). Okay, the last time I saw Skinnerbox was at the Cat Club in 1990 when they 
recorded for the NYC Ska Live compilation or Moon. This is a collection of various 
songs from '89 to '94. After '90 they kind of changed to more Reggae, Dub, and 
Dance Hall. I always had a problem with Dance Hall sounding vocals. I hate it but 
Jeff Baker, the vocalist, is New York's best Ska and Reggae vocalist/musician today. 
From the Boilers to Stubborn All-Stars, Baker can turn things around and make them 
work. This collection of songs is a prime example of Reggae music past and 
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present.(CD)-Spag 

Skold (RCA/BMG, 1540 Broadway, New York, NY 10036-4098). I definitely miss 
the times when I would check out some new Industrial release and be introduced to 
something exhilarating and different. This experience did not occur when I gave this 
disc a listen. Sadly, Skold is a Swedish producer/artist who seems to have 
worshiped one too many Nine Inch Nails recordings in his life thus far. On tracks 
such as "Remember" and "Neverland" Skold incorporates Trent Reznor's out of 
breath, frustrated vocal style and KMFDM's fast, metallic guitar riffs and pummeling 
drum programming on songs like "Chaos" and "PAMF." This stuff is far from being 
competitive with the above mentioned artists and quite frankly, even though their 
may be some interesting synth-programming and unique tempo changes here and 
there, Skold is not worthy enough to be placed in the same category with other 
Industrial artists like Front Line Assembly, Skinny Puppy, Neubauten etc... I urge 
you to skip this. D+.(CD)-Alex 

Skold (RCA/BMG, 1540 Broadway, New York, NY 10036-4098). Industrial to the 
core and I mean Hardcore. I wonder why SKOLD isn’t on TVT? Afraid of some 
competition Trent? This CD comes complete with the PAS (Parental Advisory 
Sticker), so please share it with a friend. The best track by far has got to be “PAMF" 
(Punk Ass Mother Fucker). I recommend playing this at the highest decibel possible. 
There's nothing quite like a good ear bleed. Remember to request this at your local 
industrial club, constantly. Maybe then they'll stop playing the same old shit and 
switch to SKOLD.(CD)-Tech Boy 

Skrew "Shadow of Doubt" (Metal Blade, 2345 Erringer Rd., Suite 108 Simi Valley, 
CA 93065-2200). Metal Blade ventures into the world of Industrial Metal This is co¬ 
produced by Priority records so you know something screwy is going on But, that 
aside, this is a decent recording. Put into comparison with its peers of recent times, 

I would say this absolutely destroys the last Ministry album, and makes the new 
Meat Beat album sound like a bunch of ballerinas. This is pretty powerful with a good 
consistent quality to it. They avoid that overly electronic pitfall with a powerful guitar 
riff that gives this a good bite. Fans of Ministry and Biohazard take notice.(CD)-MYK 

Skunkweed "Keep America Beautiful" (Royalty Dave R., where's my ad?). 
Spaced-out guitar pop from California that also rocks out. I like Skunkweed because 
they write good, catchy songs. My favorite track is "Henry" which is eerie and 
delicate sounding. I’ve followed Skunkweed's demos and even saw them live when 
I was in Los Angeles last year. They're such a great band and Keep America 
Beautiful proves it!(CD)-Baz Turd 

Sleepasaurus "It's All Written Down and I Still Don't Feel Any Better" 
(Creep/Motherbox, 60 Denton Ave., East Rockaway. NY 115181 I've liked anything 
else I've heard from these guys, who rip through these 12 songs faster than you can 
say "Sleepasaurus." Humorous, noisy as hell Pop Punk that you should definitely 
give a listen to, because from what I've heard so far. they’re one of the better bands 
on Long Island. Oh yeah, this is the vinyl 12" version -- I hear the CD has been out 
a while now.(LP)-Rich 

Sloppy Seconds "Live: No Time For Tuning" (Triple X, POB 862529, Los Angeles, 
CA 90086-2529). What a great album. A greatest hits live tyoe of deal. The one 
bonus is that whoever recorded this doesn't believe in the crowd, so this sounds live 
in the studio. Twenty two songs from one of Boston's premiere goof-core bands. This 
is a real treat for new and old fans. Anybody looking to hear SS for the first time 
wou'd be hard pressed to find a better sampling. It's that early eighties , three chord 
stuff that we all love, no comparisons necessary.(CD)-MYK 

Snuff “Flibbiddydibbidydob" and “Snuff Said ..." (Fat Wreck Chords. POB 193690, 
San Francisco, CA 94119-3690) What we have here is the first two Snuff releases 
previously unavailable in the US ‘till Fat Mike put them out. I kinda agree with my 
man Spag regarding Fat reviews, meaning that no writer should have to review 
them. You know everything they put out is fast, infectious and that you'll dig t; just 
go buy these. It’s that simple.(Double CD)-Marc 

Social Distortion ‘White Light White Heat White Trash" (Sony/550, 550 Madison 
Ave New York, NY 10022-3211). Orange County’s Kings of Pain return from the 
depths since Somewhere Between Heaven and Hell was released back in 1992. I 
will always be a huge fan of Mike Ness and his bunch. Social D is here again, and 
some morons at their shows still think they’re a relatively new band. Wake the fuck 
up! I Miite Light. . kicks off with “Dear Lover," a great love song in it’s own right, but 
the following track, "Don’t Drag me Down” has all of the angst and speed of anything 
from “Mommy’s Little Monster." The lineup is the same with one very noticeable 
replacement. Chuck Biscuits has hopped in on drums and he provides the swift kick 
in the ass Social D needed. Chuck Biscuits has the Punk resume' from hell. He has 
played in DOA, Black Flag, Circle Jerks, and did his time with King Asshole Glenn 
Danzig (...and I'm sure there are other bands I'm forgetting). Mike Ness still sings 
from the heart like he always has and there’s a line from the third track, "Untit’ed #2" 
that sums up the record: “And kings and queens and millionaires/ May never know 
what I’ve known/ And thank the stars I’m the lucky one/ Thanks for the lessors that 


I have been shown." Most of the songs are typical Social D (a Blues oriented style 
of Punk) and some are vintage Social D as well. The 12th track is a cover of the 
Rolling Stones “Under My Thumb," and it is not something “new". Mike has been 
covering that song for the past 16 years now, and it was released on a 7" a long time 
ago. The current version kicks some serious ass. This is a great CD and I wish them 
all the luck in the world.(CD)-Marc 

The Sons of Hercules "Hits For the Misses" (Unclean, POB 34627, San Antonio, 
TX 78265). Yeah, the Sons are this great, swinging Garage outfit that play songs 
that make you want to hop around with some cuties. If you dig the Garage stuff with 
a Punk edge, this is for you. A keeper^CD)-Spag 

Sofia Run "Intimacy" (Dark Frenzy, POB 656625, Fresh Meadows, NY 11365). 
While some bands wait around for handouts or that special someone to come along 
(typically a guy with the extra green in his pockets) others take control of their own 
destiny and start up their own labels. This is Sofia Run's second full-length CD 
released on their own Dark Frenzy label, and I have to say it is pretty damn good. 
Production wise you couldn't get any better! Four songs were produced by the 
infamous Kramer and six others were recorded in the band's studio. Nothing for 
nothing, I was just amazed because it sounds lOOx better then what you get out of 
most studios. With Intimacy, Sofia continue to pour out dark, harmonious songs 
whose subject matter deals with a wide variety of emotions and doesn't harbor in the 
much cliched Gothic stream of things. At times these guys have a trace of Human 
Drama in their presentation, but they come off as being far more aggressive. It's that 
extra beat and pulse that makes their music all the more desirable. Sofia also make 
use of toy piano and cello accompaniments to their compositions, which immediately 
separates them from their contemporaries and the run of the mill Goth-icon clone 
bands. If you're looking for pop and artistic visionaries with a hint of genius, look no 
further!(CD)-Groovy 

Spahn Ranch “Parts Assembled Solely” (Cleopatra, 8726 S Sepulveda Blvd. Suite 
D-82, Los Angeles, CA 90045). This album contains four live tracks (“Judas Cradle”, 
"Vortex" “Locusts ", and “Compression Test" ) and six remixes of the same songs. 
It is all pretty decent but I prefer these songs straight on “The Coiled One." I think 
this is one of the few Industrial bands that don’t need to remix everything and have 
40 kajillian versions of every song It was fine the way it was.(CD)-Melanie 

Subculture (212-242-1891 or email: subcult@aol.com). Overdramatic, uptempo 
Goth with both a male and female singer. The male vocalist (Dono) gets rather 
annoying after a very short period of time. It was hard to tolerate his '80s goth vocal 
delivery. Heather Di Paola vocals seems somewhat promising and I found myself 
wanted to hear her sing more. Subculture's programming is basic but has potential. 
If you wear a cape, check out this tape.(Cassette)-Baz Turd 

Subduing Mara "Box" (Fear of Nebraska. 155 East 23rd St #305, New York, NY 
10010). if you like powerful guitars and stomach-twisting, angst-ridden male vocals, 
you'll probably dig Subduing Mara, or at least their title track, "Box.” The b-side, 
"Smallest Star" is mellower and not quite as memorable. This is a good 7", even if 
only half of it leaves an impression. Sometimes that’s enough.(7")-Melanie 

Sublime Sublime" (MCA, 70 Universal City Plaza. CA 91608). Well, by now 
almost everyone knows the circumstances behind this record. We no longer have 
Brad Nowell with us, and I will miss his talents immensely. The 17 tracks on this are 
fantastic and offer all styles of music to the listener. The second track, “What I Got" 
is being blown to shit by the evil MTV as I write this review. You can hear plenty of 
infectious Reggae grooves and the ability to pound out the hard stuff on "Same In the 
End". This record was produced by Paul Leary of the Butthole Surfers and he 
definitely did a great job. I love this record and all previous Sublime releases, and I 
will miss them dearly. Proceeds from the sale of this go to Brad's son and his widow, 
as well as to the surviving members Bud and Eric. I'm sure MCA will do the right 
thing, don’t you? Not!(CD)-Marc 

Super Matchboxx "Never Let A Blindman See You Cry" (22 Somers La., 
Farmingville, NY 11738). Here's some local Pop-Punk with an evident influence of 
Op Ivy and Sleepasaurus. The songs are short, sweet and endearing. “I Love God 
On Weekends" is a good song with a sturdy foundation, so I’m sure they will come 
out with a great many more catchy tunes.(Cassette)-Melanie 

Sweet Diesel "Search and Destroy" (GoKart, POB 20. Prince Street Station, New 
York, NY 10012). The Diesel is sporting the Chain of Strength look alike layout here 
on their newest record. This loud Hardcore mixed with old style Punk Rock. It rocks 
'cause it's got balls and the cover of AF’s "Power" is great.(CD)-Spag 

The Sweet and Low Orchestra “Goodbye to All That” (Interscope, 10900 
Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1230, Los Angeles, CA 90024). Mandolins, violas and 
banjos - oh my! Lots of different instruments on this here Southern front porch. 
I got me an accordion, a gittar, a violin, my trusty dobro, and (of course) a big ol' 
drum kit and a bass. This is VERY folky VERY mellow, and VERY good. The 
seven members of this orchestra definitely know how to put their souls into what 
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they play. Buy this for your parents.(CD)-Melanie 

Teeth "New Dime Box'’ b/w “Displaced” (Allied, POB 460683, San Francisco, CA 
94146-0683). Rip-offs suck, agreed? "New Dime Box” has blatant vocal rip-offs 
of Jawbreaker's "West Bay Invitational.” Need I say more? It's a watered-down, 
mediocre slice of 24 Hour Revenge Therapy. The other track, “Displaced" is 
unique and it's a lot better than “New Dime Box." If they stick to their style, they’ll 
be okay.(7")-Melanie 

Texas Is the Reason "Do You Know Who You Are?" (Revelation, POB 5232, 
Huntington Beach, CA 92615-5232). Well, from what I hear on the grapevine is 
that these guys are snobs But on the other hand, I heard from one of our writers 
the reasons he hates TITR, and it is kind of funny (especially when you hear the 
stories from both sides). The funny thing is that his girlfriend likes them, and 
she's not allowed to play TITR around him (you go girl!). I have heard people say 
this is a Sunny Day Real Estate rip off, but those people are a bunch of buffoons! 
There is a SDRE influence but it’s no rip off. TITR has a pretty original sound. 
The band members are from various Hardcore bands from the tri-state area that 
I won't mention. 'The Magic Bullet Theory" and "Jack w/ One Eye" live up to the 
EP's intensity, and are two of my three favorite songs My third favorite song is 
the title track, which is a real mellow instrumental. Check this out.(CD)-Mr. Noiz 

Texas Is the Reason "Do You Know Who You Are?" (Revelation, POB 5232, 
Huntington Beach, CA 92815-5232). I don't get it. These guys are the talk of the 
town, and I think they are absolutely boring. They have talent, they write excellent 
lyrics, but what they choose to play is dull. There is no get up and go, and there 
is not punch to accentuate their lyrics. Someone is going to have to clue me in 
what makes repetitive, droning college Rock so appealing. But, until someone 
does, I'm going to say this album sounds just like everything else they (and 
Doghouse records for that matter) ever did.(CD)-MYK 

THC "Death By Design" (Fifth Colvmn, POB 787, Washington, DC 20044). 
Beatdriven Techno that relies more on the syncopating sounds and samples 
rather than music. This, in turn, creates a rather different atmosphere than most 
others in this genre. I'd love to hear this one on a large sound system. Within the 
CD booklet, THC states that they're against animal testing and present alternative 
methods. Hmmm . (CD)-Baz Turd 

Throwing Muses “Limbo’ (Rykodisc, Shetland Park, 27 Congress St.. Salem, 
MA 01970). Throwing Muses are one of those bands that everyone’s heard of but 
never heard ..Know what I mean? Yeah, well, if you don’t, just forget about it. 
This is moody "alternative" with powerfully gritty female vocals. The songwriting 
is muddy and at times, disconnected. I’m not sure exactly what singer/songstress 
Kristin Hersh was going for with a handful of these tunes. Serene" is a great 
little ditty that even has cellos! A lot of the songs mush together because of the 
similarities in the guitar work. If you're into Suzanne Vega or the Breeders, pick 
up Limbo. (CD)-Melanie 

The Toasters "Hard Band For Dead" (Moon, POB 1412, Cooper Station New 
York, NY 10276). The Toasters are still at it! God, this Ska band won't die for 
shit On this record they do a so-so version of their own 'Ta k is Cheap," which 
isn't as good as their original versions. Why do they re-record their old songs 7 
'Cause most of their new ones suck, that's why. I am sorry, I ve been bored with 
Toasters since Nene and Cavo split to do Unity 2, but this record is thei r best 
attempt to play Ska since the '80s. They also have a bunch cf special guests on 
this CD, including Laurel Aitken, Lester Sterling, Jerry McGee of the Ventures, 
and Django. Favorite songs: "Chuck Berry," a '50s-like number with piano and a 
nice danceable tempo, and the boogie woogie number, "Speak Your Mind," with 
Laurel Aitken. Not as bad as I expected.(CD)-Spag 

Total Chaos "Anthems From the Alleyway" (Epitaph, 6201 Sunset Blvd. #111, 
Hollywood CA 90028). Can you say "You sell out piece of shit?" Good, I knew 
you could. One set of mohawks on MTV wasn't good enough, so now these idiots 
had to try to join in. Wottie would have a whole shit load to say to these junk 
rockers. Take three songs from all your favorites -- Ramones, Rancid, and all of 
Fat, and do bad rip offs. I liked their first two albums too. What an idiot.(CD)-MYK 

Total Chaos "Anthems From the Alleyway" (Epitaph, 2798 Sunset Blvd, Los 
Angeles,CA 90026) It is official, I do not like any band on Epitaph records. I used 
to like Total Chaos, but this album changed my mind. I strongly urge any fan of 
Punk and Hardcore music to buy the two previous Total Chaos albums. They 
were raw, fast, and heavy in an early '80s sort of way. This album, unfortunately, 
has none of those characteristics. It is boring '90s Pop Punk. This album sounds 
like a cross between Rancid and Green Day. Unlike Green Day, this album has 
no interesting melodic vocals and no unique tongue in cheek charm. At least 
some of the other Epitaph bands play fast to make up for their lack of vocal and 
guitar heaviness, but no such luck with this record. Instead, the usual weak 


Epitaph guitar sound has been watered down even further. The guitar on this 
record sounds more like REM than Agnostic Front. Avoid this record like the 
plague.(CD)-Mr. Hymson 

Total Chaos “Anthems From the Alleyway' (Epitaph, 2798 Sunset Boulevard, 
Los Angeles, CA 90026). Come on, is this a fuckin' joke? What happened to the 
ultra brutal sound of Total Chaos? Why is Rob Chaos trying to sing? Is it 'cause 
they figured, "Well if Rancid could, so could we"? Look at yourselves, you look 
like a bunch of idiots. Oh, you’re so punk with those spikes. Try writing better 
lyrics, then get dressed up for your album cover. Look at these lyrics. "It’s a riot 
'77/And punk is still alive/it's a riot '77/And the spirit still survives/it’s a riot 
'77/when the scene is outta control/it’s a riot 77/we say long live Punk Rock and 
Roll." Give me a break. Every song is equally stupid. Your songs use to be a little 
bit more complex and your music had balls, now it's crap. How many bands say 
"Oi!" for Christ sakes? It's tired, and "Riot City 2” is so bad compared to the 
original, which appeared on Pledge of Defiance. What’s that guitar solo shit? 
Please stop the insanity, grow the fuck up, and stop trying to make money, 'cause 
that’s not punk and either is this generic shit.(CD)-Spag 

Traluma (Caulfield, POB 84323, Lincoln. NE 68501). I knew it! I knew it! I knew 
it! I knew I would like this! Hardcore with guitars like Solace and the drive of 
Babyland (is it possible to connect Industrial and Hardcore?). Traluma somehow 
even manage to put some stripped-down, clean channel vocal showcases in the 
song "Tell Tale Replace.” Get this because it's great; not because it’s Hardcore 
or your Mom said it's good for you.(7")-Melanie 

Trust Obey "Hands of Ash" (Fifth Colvmn, POB 787, Washington, DC 20044). 
This is the infamous album that Trent Reznor's Nothing label wouldn't release! 
Now that I got that out of the way, Hands of Ash contains mostly 10 minute songs 
packed with dissonant riffs, skeletal percussion and yelling, Hardcore-like vocals, 
mixed way in the background. Fans of Godfles>h will embrace this.(CD)-Baz Turd 

The Turbo AC’s “Eat My Dust" b/w “"Righteous Ruler" (Blackout!, POB 1575, 
New York, NY 10009). Two great Rockabilly tunes that should be blaring out of 
the speakers of every pick-up truck this side of the Mississippi. You won't be able 
to control your speed if you drive while listening to this one - especially to “Eat My 
Dust.” This is a great little record and there isn’t a thing to complain about, so quit 
whining and go out and get this.(7")-Melanie 

Type O Negative "October Rust" (Roadrunner, New York, 536 Broadway, New 
York, NY 10012). Yawn.(CD)-Baz Turd 

UFOFU (Time Bomb, 219 Broadway #519, Laguna Beach, CA 92651). Except 
for the heavy chorus in "The Thing of It Is," UFOFU sound a little like the 
Judybats. "Yeah Yeah” is very poppy and contagiously energetic. It’s not Punk 
and it’s not Alternarock either. Actually it soil of brings back the faint memories 
of Devo and the like. That’s the only way to sum this up, and even that doesn’t do 
it justice.(7")-Melanie 

US Bombs "Garibaldi Guard" (Alive, POB 7*12, Burbank, CA 91510) Oh, shit. 
It's Punk Rawk - you know, the Sex Pistcls US style. I swear, there must be 
bridge linking California and England where one can walk over in minutes. Why 
do so many Cali Punk bands sound English? Is this band hanging out with 
Johnny Rotten? Okay, enough on the fake Cockney accent. Musically, it's '77 
Punk Rock that's been lacking for a while here in America. Reminds me of NYS 
Jackpot. Good record for pounding beers.(CD)-Spag 

US Bombs “Garibaldi Guard!” (Alive, FOB 7112, Burbank. CA 91510). 
Comprised of skateboard legend Duane - 5 eters and former Shattered Faith 
guitarist Kerry Martinez, US Bombs blast their Pistols inspired record through 
one's ears. This is a Pistols tribute record, and it could be the Sex Pistols for all 
I know. The sound is that similar, accent ircluded. This is a decent record that 
rocks when it wants to, nothing ground breaking though. Everything on this has 
been done before.(CD)-Marc 

V/A "516: A Long Island Hardcore Compilation" (None of the Above, POB 654, 
Farmmgville, NY 11738). Brett from None of the Above Records label and store 
put together this 21 band, 41 song comp, a mighty feat There are a lot of good 
local bands here, among them Silent Majority, Sub DK, Splinterface (who sound 
like they're playing in someone's bathroom) and Inside (who offer one o f the best 
songs here). 516 showcases the more "Meta " side of things, making it a little too 
one dimensional for my taste, and there are also glaring omissions (what about 
VOD, Milhouse, Halfman, or Clockwise?) but it represents that one sound very 
well.(Double CD)-Rich 

V/A "All The Punk Fit to Print" (Newspeak, 7095 Hollywood Boulevard #657, 
Hollywood, CA 90028). Yes, you too could own All the Punk. Fit to Print if you’re 
bored like me. A collection with a bunch of bands like Rhythm Collision, 
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Gotohells, Lagwagon, Zoinks, and Bollweevils. The Gotohells track is my favorite, 
but all bands have that good Cali-like swank. Fury 66 is one of the lesser famous 
bands that rock.(CD)-Spag 

V/A "Bump Into Fate" (Paint Chip, POB 12401, Albany, NY 12212). Paint Chip 
has been one of those labels that has put out some hits and misses, but I 
admired them for sticking to their guns and not letting some LI bastard like myself 
get under their skin despite the negative commentary. Bump Into Fate gathers a 
bunch of bands from the Upstate NY/ Albany area and the end results are quite 
startling (in the most positive sense of the word). You get a taste of some decent 
indy/alternative Rock bands, and I'm quite pleased, since decent alterna-comps 
have become quite scarce as of late. Lughead is the first exceptional standout - 
they remind me a bit of Paul Westerburg crossed with a tad of Nirvana. Judging 
by the amount of press and radio play that groups like Superdrag, Nada Surf, and 
Ash are getting, Lughead could easily be turned into gold (if you know what I 
mean) Some other highpoints are Gilligan who are up there with Lughead, and 
Queer For Astro Boy who have one cool band name! I also dug Billy Riley; 
normally bands that are named after a member in the band usually suck grande 
bananes, but these guys are an exception. They play Chronic Town era REM with 
some extra noize and distortion. Besides, Billy Riley sounds like a character out 
of To Kill A Mockingbird or something like that. The closer is Topper, who sound 
like they could please anybody. "Take Me Away" is a nice closing track. If you 
aren't afraid of good pop and alternative Rock then you'll enjoy this comp. The 
cover art is cool too, unless of course Knucklehead Smith gives you nightmares -- 
then I suggest covering your eyes!!!(CD)-Groovy 

V/A "Cheap Shots: Volume II" (Burning Heart. Box 441, 701 48 Orebro, 
Sweden). This gives you a good taste as to what Burning Heart has to offer this 
season. If you're new to this label, Burning Heart has been predominantly known 
for it's number of acts that sound strikingly similar to a number of Epitaph bands 
(ala Bad Religion, Pennywise, NOFX) as well as some old Revelation Hardcore 
sounding stuff (Youth of Today, Bold, Gorilla Biscuits) and a hint of Lookout, 
specifically Lookout With the addition of groups like Liberator and Chickenpox to 
their catalog, Burning Heart is crossing the lines of 2-Tone Ska and it's '80s pop 
cousins (Fun Boy Three, General Public, etc.) which is certainly adding v/eight 
and credibility to this label. This is a nice listen simply just to hear a foreign take 
on old American standards. Sort of like watching Fulci's var ation of a Romero, 
the end result is just as pleasing.(CD)-Groovy 

V/A "CherNObyl: Endless Tragedy" (Friendly Cow...). The very first time the 
threat of nuclear power became a reality to me was during the "No Nukes" 
demonstrations staged at Li's Shoream nuclear power plant in the iate 70s and 
early '80s. I was only in the single digits then, but that event more or less founded 
my stance against nuclear power as an alternative source of energy or military 
weaponry. Chernobyl was the nail in the coffin! This compilation was created to 
benefit MAMA-86 a Ukraine based organization that provides medical assistance 
to children and mothers of the Chernobyl disaster. Needless to say I love this 
record! This mixes some good Punk music with some words and thoughts from 
the likes of Noam Chomsky (whose books I recommend to all of our "po itical" 
readers), louli Andreev, Manuela Krauter, Harvey Wasserman, Anna Syomina, 
Amory Lovins, and Jello Biafra. To tell you the truth, if this album was all spoken 
words from the above group, I would have enjoyed it. But since music was the 
chosen medium in which to convey the majority of political information we get 
some good tunes from Seein' Red, Legitime Defonce, Those Who Survived The 
Plague, and 1-Spy just to name a few. Biafra and Mojo Nixon give us a cover of 
"Atomic Power" from the film Atomic Cafe (check your local video store!) which 
lightened up the serious tone of this album. This release provides the listener with 
some decent information. What you, the listener, decide to do with that 
information is entirely up to you. The nuclear threat still ex sts! We have third 
world countries who are just itching to get their hands on seme arsenal. We've 
got stock piles that are expected to start leaking some day soon! On top of that 
we even have downed nuclear submarines lying on the bottom of the ocean that 
are going to be contaminating the oceans before too long. Chernobyl is be 
regarded as a catastrophic nightmare, and it sends chills down my spine to 
imagine that the worst is still to come!(CD)-Groovy 

V/A "Closer Than You Volume 1 Florida Ska" (Moon, POB 14 ! 2, Cooper Station, 
New York, NY 10276). Well, Florida has a huge Ska scene with bands like Less 
Than Jake and Magadog Florida in the '60s had a large play on '60s Ska. In 
Jamaica they would pick up American radio stations from Florida That’s one way 
they got American music introduced to Jamaica. On this disc 30 somewhat years 
later Ska is still alive everywhere but Jamaica. On this comp, every band is pretty 
good. Nothing truly sticks out but none of them bothered me so much that I 
turned them off. You know how picky I am with Ska.(CD)-Spag 
V/A ‘The Infinite Zero Almanac 1996 Vol. 5" (Infinite Zero, 3500 H/esf Olive St., 
Suite 1550, Burbank, CA 91505-4628) Henry Rollins and Rick Rubin have 
specially selected these songs from only the best bands on Infinite Zero and it 


seems like they did a dang good job. The first two tracks are by the dancemasters 
of Trouble Funk. Songs five and six are jazzy pieces from James White's album 
Flaming Demomcs. Flipper contributes a punky tune and Gang of Four throws 
in a new wave piece with a nostalgic '80s feel. Other bands on this comp include 
Devo, Alan Vega, and Tom Verlaine. Talk about a variety pack.(CD)-Melanie 

V/A "Kill the Rock Star" (Tarr/Coa, 453 Madeline Ave, Garfield, NJ 07026). Kill 
the rock star and replace them with an exact duplicate? I think the guy that killed 
John Lennon thought that he could murder a rock star and be his stand-in without 
going unnoticed - what an idiot! Anyway, we have 21 murderous tracks that 
would have the likes of Motorhead, Agnostic Front, Cro-Mags, Dead Kennedys, 
Green Day, and Murphy's Law all snuffed and replaced by New Jersey's best 
knock offs. Nonetheless, this is still a pretty decent comp. 21 members of the 
Coalition Of Artists (mainly Punk/Hardcore/Metal artists) get together and put out 
a CD to represent their scene, so who'd srub the effort? My faves on this are 
Anger, Felix Frump, and Distress. Though the other bands are equally as good, 

I was quite content when Agnostic and the Cro-Mags drew things to a close years 
ago. Forget the Rock stars, pave the path of your own artistic 
destiny!(CD)-Groovy 

V/A “No Time to Panic” (Panic, Helter Skelter, Via degli Ausoni, 84-00185 Roma, 
Italy). This here is a Punk compilation of 20 bands from all over the world that all 
sound like they're from America. Are we that good? I can compare most of these 
bands to either Green Day, Lag Wagon, Pennywise, or Bad Religion (whom I can 
compare to each other). It’s enjoyable enough, but not the ride of my life. 
"Bitchcraft” by the Netherlands' Bambix is a great, melodic tune sung by an angst- 
ridden female. Germany’s Skin of Tears is a highlight here as is NOFX's Ska- 
flavored cover of the Avengers' “Open Your Eyes."(CD)-Melanie 

V/A "NYHC" Documentary Soundtrack (Striving For Togetherness, POB 564571, 
College Point, NY 11356). This is the soundtrack to the video that's coming out 
soon documenting the new and growing Hardcore from the NYC area. Hardcore 
today is a little too Metal for me, but some bands like NRSV still have the core 
edge while bands like 25 Ta Life, VOD, and Crown of Thornz slap in the tough 
guy Metal that bores me. The sound quality here is pretty bad cause it's live, but 
shit, the video should be great, with lots of sick NY style dancing and pile-ons. A 
Hardcore record for newer Hardcore lovers The disc contains Madball, NRSV, 
VOD, Crown of Thornz, 25 Ta Life, District 9, and 108.(CD)-Spag 

V/A "Pogo Strut Slam Swivel and Mosh" (Devil Doll. 2533 E. Broadway, Suite #8, 
Long Beach, CA 90803). At first glance at this comp's poor graphics and stupid 
ass name, I was not excited to play it but then I saw the bands: Swinging Utters, 
Brown Lobster Tank, NOFX, Fury 66, Her Fault, JFA, and Youth Brigade are just 
a few of the 25 tracks on here, most unreleased, which is really cool. The NOFX 
song was recorded in '84 and is fuckin' great. Good fuckin’ comp actually 
surprising (CD)-Spag 

V/A "Roots, Branch and Stem. Living Tradition In Ska!" (Stubborn, 504 Grand 
Street #F52, New York, NY 10002). This shit rules., my favorite Ska record of 
the issue. The opening track, "Going With Him," by Kim Stevenson and the Echos 
is fuckin’ outstanding. I play it over and over. I can't get enough! Most of the 
bands are Jeff Baker's side projects and shit If I had a Ska label I would release 
albums by all his side projects. This comp is packed with some great numbers like 
"Run Away," a good-ass Rocksteady numiber by the Slackers, "Come to My 
Rescue," which sounds like it's a lost number from the '60s, and "Forgive Them 
Lord," by Noah and the Arks, which has the gospel sound of Prince Buster and 
the groove of the Maytals. This comp is true Ska and boy, o boy, it's worth 
buying. (CD)-Spag 

V/A "Ska, the Third Wave: Volume 2" (Shananchie, 13 Laight Street, 6th FI, New 
York, NY 10013). More third wave bands, some good and some not so good. To 
focus on the positive, we have Mephiskapheles, whose God Bless Satan CD 
should already be in your possession — or should I say — has already possessed 
you! Less Than Jake give us more of their Ska Punk hybrid stuff. Funny thing is, 
"Liquor Store" sounds just like some other song they did on another comp, 
jinkees! Ruder Than You's "Misskaculation" is worth a mention since I thought 
some of their previous material like "Nottingham Forest" was just silly! Speaking 
of silly, we also have AWOL, whose liner notes state that the Mighty Mighty 
Bosstones and Fishbone are their biggest Ska influences...right on! 
(ahem...sarcasm!) Their song "Coffee" is about, you guessed it, coffee! Why do 
some people feel that coffee somehow = funny? I drink on the average tv/o pots 
a day. Gee I must be fuckin' hilarious huh? You should see me when I don't get 
at least three cups in me before 11am — I'm another Red Buttons!'! Then there's 
Undercover Ska's "Super Nice Guys" which sounds like it was written by guys 
who like Liza for Liza. To end this on a nice note, you also get some tracks by 
Insatiable, Regatta 69 and some other good groups This is definitely worth a 
listen, and you're even guaranteed a laugh or two!(CD)-Groovy 
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V/A "The Wild Rag! Rock n’ Roll Myths" (Wild Rags. 2207 W. Whittier Blvd. 
Montebello, CA 90640). Seventeen underground bands trying to promote their up 
coming releases. It’s all Metal,’ spanning from Death Metal to dark Glam, all of 
which has one thing in common -- they all suck ass. Plain and simple, if you 
thought about spending the five bucks to pick this up, forget about it. It's a waste 
and a whole bunch of noise pollution.(CD)-MYK 

V/A Bollweevils/Sleepasaurus "Plan 7" From Outer Space" (Motherbox, 60 
Denton Ave., East Rockaway, NY 11518). Li's Sleepasaurus are rockin' the 
planet with a shitload of releases. Two more cuts from this fine power pop Cali- 
style, Punk band The Bollweevils rock in a similar motion musically. Vocally, 
they're a bit more raw. Basically two bands similar in style, so if you like one, you 
will definitely like the other.(7")-Spag 

V/A Controlled Bleeding "Pets For Meat"/ Doc Wor Mirran "The Gylsboda 
Snake" (Musical Tragedies, Muggenhofferstr 39, 90429 Nurnberg. Germany). 
This is a split CD. The Controlled Bleeding stuff is strange even by their 
standards, sounding kind of Zappa-esque with goofy vocals and a generally 
"busy" sounding vibe. Talking to Paul Lemos, the material on Pets For Meat is 
going over the top with the whole 70s high speed guitar leads long hair rock star 
thing. It's the weirdest CB stuff I've heard The Doc Wor Mirran tracks are 
abrasive and make interesting use of dynamics I enjoyed it, but many Bleeding 
fans might not (CD)-Rich 

V/A The Freeze/Boll weevils "A Deadly Duo" (Dr Strange, POB 7000-117, Alta 
Loma, CA 91701). Freeze open the split with four speedy, snotty numbers, and 
it’s very unusual for bands from Boston to sound this good. I believe they've been 
around for years. I wouldn't know, ’cause I always felt that Boston sucked. The 
next four songs are from Chicago's high energy Bollweevils. just like in the past, 
they rock. High speed Punk Rock with melodic vocals.(CD)-Spag 

V/A Jill/True Zero (Coolidge, 157 Coolidge Terrace, Wyckoff, NJ 07481). 
Apparently both of these bands like Green Day a lot. Jill has a tight poppy-Punk 
sound, while True Zero are heavier, and almost as polished and punky Nothing 
new, but it s not bad at all (7")-Melanie 

V/A Kepone/Pegboy (Quarterstick, POB 25342, Chicago, II60625). Two songs, 
two bands, and two names to keep a lookout for. Kepone are nere to make noise 
and shake up the joint, but they want to be taken seriously too. Okay let’s see if 
they can do it. Yep, they can. The vocals are strong and the guitars are so darn 
noisy that I have to flip this thing over. Pegboy are great! Straightforward Punk 
without Hardcore hang-ups This is fast and extremely energetic. These two 
bands complement each other very well and I'm eager to see how they stand up 
alone. Kepone guitarist Tim Harris did the cover art. Nice job!(7")-Melanie 

V/A Like Wow/Bliss Blood “Drinking Blues Classics” (Psycho Teddy!, 151 1st 
Ave , Box 229, New York, NY 10003). Don’t drink to this, it might put you over 
the edge. Like Wow are good because they use a kazoo. What else do you need? 
They start off sounding like an old time Swing band, but suddenly Elvis steps in. 
Bliss Blood (former vocalist of Pain Teens) has a great track on this. Her voice 
has a 1920’s musical theater sound to it -- you know, all soulful and bluesy. This 
is a fun 7”. It’s really fun.(7")-Melanie 

V/A Sweet Baby/Brent's TV "Hello Again" (Lookout. POB 11374, Berkeley, CA 
94712). First off, why can't Lookout send me shit with its complete package? I 
need something to look at like song titles and all that shit. I had to stop the disc 
just to see what the fuck I am listening to. Okay, so Sweet Baby is like. .. 
whatever. I believe this is a re-issue of It's A Girl on Slash. I believe it's got one 
of the MTX guys in this band But once again, no package, so if I am wrong, 
blame Lookout. .. Well at least Brent's TV is better and different enough that I 
was able to tell the difference between the two. They're more on that Rock 'n Roll 
Garage tip mixed with the silly pop of most Lookout bands. I believe one of the 
guys is in Bomb Bassets, who should have an album out soon too.(CD)-5pag 

Vandals "The Quickening" (Nitro, POB 7071 Warner Ave. F-736, Huntington 
Beach. CA 92647). This is one of those bands that disappeared for a while, then 
miraculously re-emerged when Punk became huge. Word is that there isn’t even 
an original band member left, but I’m not sure. What I do know is that Dexter ran 
this band through his Offsring cloning machine, kind of like Fat Mike does with 
Fat Wreck This is okay, just like most of this Cali Punk stuff is The 
Epitphatwrecknitroetc sound is plentiful and keeps getting adopted by bands trying 
to break into the scene. This record isn’t so good you should go out of your way 
for it, but if you find it’s not a bad listen Not for old Vandals fans - you’ll hate it! 
It’s okay for the going-on-one-year punks.(CD)-MYK 

The Van Pelt "Stealing From Our Favorite Thieves" (Gen. Blandsten POB 346, 


Rivers Edge, NJ 07652). I have to say that Gen. Blandsten has been putting out 
some good ass bands including Merel, Rorschach and now The Van Pelt. I saw 
the VP last summer with about twenty other people at Brownies (NYC), and they 
were really good live. They match their live show with a great album as well. 
These guys are the Tom Pettys of Indie Rock. A lot of discordant but extremely 
melodic chords with talky vocals, sort of like an unabrasive Pitchblende. This 
album is laid back but it still exudes a lot of energy. This will make it to my top ten 
releases this year.(CD)-Mr. Noiz 

Violent Society The Rise Of Punk Doesn't Mean Anything..." (Motherbox, 60 
Denton Ave, East Rockaway, NY 11518). Finally a Punk band that doesn't use 
graffiti tag writing for it's artwork, and whcse members don't have hobo sized 
pants that look like they're packed with a big load of shit. I've been keeping an eye 
on Violent Society since their split that came out on Rot N'Roll which they were 
paired up with a rather dreadful band, but that's another story. Violent Society this 
time have teamed up with Cl Records in PA and Motherbox Records in NY and 
put this sucker out A very smart move considering that Paul Motherbox isn't one 
of those agoraphobic revolutionary loudmouths. Anyway, this is a good Punk 
record! No new jack Hip Hop hybrid bullshit, just straight forward Punk Rock. 
They're loud, they’re snotty, and they're good musicians to boot. I couldn't 
recommend this enough, especially at a time when Punk is looking and sounding 
a lot like a badly scripted sequel to Body Rock. Spend your g-money on dis 
bee-atch! (10")-Groovy 

The Virgin-Whore Complex “Stay Away from My Mother” (Emperor Norton, 163 
3rd Ave Suite 465, New York, NY 10003). Did you ever listen to an album where 
all the songs seem longer than they really are? Don't you hate that? Yeah, I don't 
care for it much either. Monotone Brit-pop, or a boring American with a fake 
accent. Either way, I'm not wetting my pants over this baby. The lyrics are great, 
but they remind me of Morrissey and, needless to say, Morrissey didn't write 
these. Get the point?(CD)-Melanie 

Viva Los Straight Jackets (Upstart, POB 44-1418, W. Somerville, MA 02194). 
Remember the original style of Rock-a-billy from the '50s? Okay so I'm not old 
enough to remember either. Complete instrumental old school Blues rock Straight 
Jacket from the horses’ mouth. Reminds me of background music from a bikini 
string Western (yes, I meant bikini). If you want to escape reality for awhile, put 
this on, a ten gallon hat and grab a bottle of whisky, no glass (...we don’t need no 
stinking glasses!). For some reason I can’t help smiling every time I listen to this 
Yippy Kio Kia Mother Fucker.(CD)-Tech Boy 

The Volcanos "Surfquake!" (Estrus, POB 2125, Bellingham, WA 98227). This 
is one of the best records of this year. The Vccanos play that Ventures style Surf 
stuff (duh!) with no vox at all. What makes these guys stand out from many other 
instrumental bands is that the guitar players are maniacs that can spit out a 
reverbed twang one second, then cross the finish line at full speed in the finest 
Dick Dale tradition. Grab yer board and run for the water, 'cause Surf Quake 
KICKS FUCKIN' ASS!(CD)-Rich 

Wardog "Scorched Earth" (Metal Blade, 2345 Erringer Rd. Suite 108, Simi 
Valley, CA 93065-2200). C'mon! Does anybody remember that band Obsession 
from Connecticut? Well, this might as well be them 'cause I can't tell them apart. 
Which of course is fine, if it's 19 fuckin’ 85, but it’s not. I respect the guys in the 
band for sticking to what they like, but haven't you ever heard of natural 
progression? And Metal Blade - just fuckin' dumb. Couldn't find anybody else up 
to date, huh?(CD)-MYK 

Wolfpack "Bloodstained Dreams" (Distortion, Box 129 401 22 Gothenburg, 
Sweden). Imagine if Integrity looked like Extreme Noise Terror and used 
Discharge's lyrics - that's Wolfpack! This band is from Europe, it is not the 
pathetic US band. These guys totally crush and should definitely come to the 
country. I am in shock at how good this is and thank Dolores for sending this out 
of the blue. I believe it might be available from Profane Existence in the US. So 
go get it, you slobbering fucks.(CD)-MYK 

X Members "Down With the Average Joe" (Priority, POB 2590, Los Angeles, CA 
90078). The debut from those Orange County X Members of this and that finds 
these five guys kickin’ their brand of Punk Rock like there’s no tomorrow. The 
singer, Gabby, used to front the Cadillac Tramps and also sang with Manic 
Hispanic. He got together with skateboard legend Ray Bones and filled in the 
blanks. What we have here is a great record filled with great hooks and a 
drummer (Mick Palmesano) that pounds the shit out his kit on every song. The 
12th track, "Truck Rental,” has a DK vibe to it and is my favorite. This is a great 
CD, and from what I’ve heard recently, these guys should be in New York soon. 
Check 'em out.(CD)-Marc 
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Although they are not unlike their contemporaries 
such as Deadguy and Kiss It Goodbuy, Pacifier”s 

twisted and tormented vocals and song structure, lay it 
on the line. Long Island will never be the same.” 
-—Hellbender fanzine 
“Pretty solid hardcore with a 
nostalgic feel to it” 

-- M ountain Monthly 

9 song Cassette’Thank You Todd Barber” 
out now on MorNoiz Records: 

Send $4 MorNoiz @ Earthlink. Net 

7 Railroad Ave. 

Box 110 Babylon NY 11702 
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RUDIES FOR RUSH, an organization by and for 
rudeboys/girls who aren't afraid to admit they like the 
world's greatest power-rock trio. Send $1 to join the 
campaign. (Punks are welcome, too). Adam, 79 
North Lotus Oval, Valley Stream, NY 11581- 
2327. 

DESOTO RECORDS CATALOG: GIBBETS, 
SHINER, DISMEMBERMENT PLAN, Candy 
Machine, Pollyanna, Big Heavy Stuff, more. Seven 
and twelve inch vinyl records, compact discs, and t- 
shirts. Jawbox owned and operated since 1989. 
Send stamp or IRC for catalog to: P.O. Box 60335- 
B, Washington, DC 20039. 

http://www.his.com/~desoto/desoto.html 

DIRT CHEAP SILK SCREEN PRINTING! Promote 
your band or record label (and maybe make a couple 
o’ $$$ doin' it!!) 100% cotton, white, Fruit of the 
Loom T-shirts. One color -$4.10 each, two colors - 
$4.50 each, three colors - $4.90 each - up to six 
colors. Sixty piece minimum. Quantity and other 
discounts available. Call for more info: College Tees, 
(516)538-2035. 

WANTED - Untalented, avant-garde, mediocre 
musicians to form fab sixties punk/garage/surf blue 
collar R&B thrash band. Heavy nod to Beatlesque 
pop songs, Velvet Underground, experimentations. 
Other influences Standells, Kinks, Stooges, Estrus 
bands, Remains, Kingsmen, Sonics, and Zombies 
+ early Stones Please call (516) 367-3788 ask for 
John (teenagers a plus). 

TWO LEFT FEET, a Long Island-based Ska 
fanzine. Regarded highly in Ska circles everywhere 
(I think), this baby has a lot to offer. If you like Ska 
and have two stamps to kill, this is for you! Adam, 
79 North Lotus Oval, Valley Stream, NY 11581- 
2327. 

NOAM CHOMSKY, the most cited author on the 
planet, is now on home video! Manufacturing 
Consent: Noam Chomsky and the Media two video 
set for $39.95 + $5 S/H. Visa/MC orders, call (303) 
863-0690. Or, send check or MO to: What’s Left, 
P.O. Box 18-A, Denver, CO 80218. SASE for free 
brochure. 

EXCELLENT QUALITY AUDIO & VIDEO FOR 
TRADE OR SALE. CHEAP PRICES! $5 AUDIO 
$10 VIDEO. WIDE VARIETY! YOUR LIST OR 
SEND A .55 STAMP. AVAIL, BEASTIE BOYS, 
BLACK SABBATH, BOREDOMS, CIV, DEADGUY, 
NEUROSIS, SEAWEED, SNAPCASE, S O I.A., 
SUNNY DAY . STEVEN SEVERIN, P.O. BOX 
23203, SEATTLE, WA 98102. 

CRUELTY FREE MANIC PANIC HAIR DYE AND 
COSMETICS. For catalog, send name and address 
to The Black Market Ltd., P.O. Box 564, 
Bloomfiled, NJ 07003. Portion of all sales is 
donated to animal charities. 


ATTENTION PUNKS!! Check out Bloody Wanker 
(e-zine)!! 
http://marymount.rnmm.edu/data/splash.htm 
We need writers or suggestions! Write to: Bloody 
Wanker, P.O. Box 222166, Great Neck, NY 
11022, or e-mail ssharf1@vaxc.hofstra.edu or 
nsb8220@is4.nyu.edu 

EH-1 VIDEO FANZINE issue #4 is finally available! 
Featuring live songs and interviews with the Muffs, 
New Bomb Turks and DOA. Plus live songs from 
the Sweaters, Los Straitjackets, Chixdiggit, and 
more 2 hours VHS/NTSC only. Send $10 (payable 
to Rick Scullion) to: 3827 Lawrence Ave. E. #507, 
Scarborough. Ontario, Canada, M1G-1RA US 
residents send US funds. 

HELL BENDER FANZINE ISSUE #9 OUT NOW! 

Featuring interviews with Down By Law, Good 
Riddnce, Goldfinger, Millencolin, All Out War, Game 
Face, H20, and Avail. Audio reviews, rants and 
more $2 to P.O. Box 547, Vails Gate, NY 12584 

Kingdom Scum, Burma Jam, WordsAGame, 
Jettison Charlie, and more. Write to Turn of the 
Century for a FREE catalog at 50 Lexington Ave., 
Suite#197, New York, NY 10010, or to 
tc@delphi.com 

RUFF RECORDS is looking for fresh new bands. 
Teenagers, all Girl bands, Garage bands, 
Whatever No Talent No Problem we want to sign 
you. For info and to send demo, send it to. 21 


KILARA EP; BRUTAL, HEAVY 3 SONG 7" 
AVAILABLE NOW. Mean and evil HC from Virginia. 
$3 - US $5 world to: Thunder Liard Recordings, 
P.O. Box 171, Hopatcong, NJ 07843. Kill now! 

DRUMMER WANTED FOR NEW BAND with 
experienced members. Inspiration: AOD, Crucifix, 
Psychos, Surf, Surf, Adverts, Crass, early AF, 
Meatmen, and Buttholes, Oi! No slow ass metal 
mosh crap that everyone plays! Practice central 
Nassau 2x week. Motivation and attitude over 
experience. Will record and play often. NO 
BULLSHIT! Jim (516) 957-6527. Nite. 

THE LEVEL MAGAZINE “YARD SALE” WILL 

publish your poetry, short stories, b/w photography 
and artwork. Send material to: The Level, 2256 
Porter St., Bellmore, NY 11710. 

OWN YOUR OWN REHEARSAL/ RECORDING 

studio. Earns $400 to $600 a week. See display ad 
in this issue (516)223-1219. 

HEY JOE FROM JOHN HENRY! I was at the 

Scoff laws @ NY Ave., on 8/2, Mary w / brown hair 
and a black Rickenbacker shirt. Tell me you didn’t 
dis!! Please be my friend! Write me at my new 
address: Box 1970, 277 Babcock Street. Boston 
MA 02215. 

(VAGINAL) CLEANSING RITUAL coming to your 
home soon. Experimental Noise. No vocals. No 
guitar. No wussy-boy keyboards. Grin and bear it. 


Miriam St.. Valley Stream, NY 11581. We promise it will hurt. 

Ill UNDER THE V©LCAN§1II 

ADVERTISING DEADLINES 

ISSUE #35: NOVEMBER 20, I 996 
ISSUE #36 JANUARY 20, I 997 
|| ISSUE #37 MARCH 20, I 997 

SEE RATES AND INFO ON PAGE #3 OR 
CALL ED SKINNER AT (516)781-1 905 
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100% DIY - CHEAP SHIT PUNK ZINE 
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HARDCORE 


"XO 


BACK AGAIN 'CUZ 
WE'RE TOO STOOPID 
TO CALL IT QUITS!!! 


v . ISSUE#4- FEATURES 
? INTERVIEWS WITH: 

^ AUTONOMY 


ISSUE#3- STILL AVAILABLE! 
features ints. w/ COEXIST, SOFIA RUN 
ABNORMAL BEHAVIOR, SQUELCH(LI) 
+ reviews, commentary, and other 
trash! 


I* BANDS, LABELS, ZINES 
i Send material for review/ coverage in upcoming issues! 


ISSUED RELEASE DATE: JULY 15 

SIM): 81.30 CASH OMY OR 4-32 CENTS STAMPS 
TO SUBURBAN HOOLHiAX BISTRO: 

PLEASE INDICATE WHICH ISSUE YOU WANT! 

WE DO NOT ACCEPT CHECKS!! 
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do you know wrtio^ese eeiefcrines are? 


How's that 'stache? 

Thin and lameP 

dystopia one 


can help. 

Included in this PI 
wondrous album are 
the secrets to get¬ 
ting that thick, 
healthy looking 
mustache. 

Finally, you can look 
andieellikeaman. 




produced by Martin Bisi a dystopia one 


Indie-diaper-damnation-rock that fits in somewhere between 
Butthole Surfers and Devo. . • FLIPSIDE MAGAZINE 

Includes artwork by Mike Diana and 
guest appearance by Frank Uinl [Internal Bleeding] 

IP “ATTEMPTED MUSTACHE’’ IN STORES NOW 
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A Tribute To The Smiths 


Featuring: Dare To Defy, Down By Law, 
Screw 32, The Meatmen, Leeway, 
H20, Edgewise, Anal Cunt, SubZero, 
iftmth Brigade, The Business, Slapshot, 
|| Lament, Home 33, Vision, Walleye, 
Sweet Diesel and 59 Times The Pain 















